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Editor's Note: With this issue we step into a new era: this is the first issue in the 
history of The Nebraska Bird Review to feature full color pages. Thanks are due to 
Wayne Mollhoff, who instigated this change and underwrote the bulk of the cost for 
the color printing, and to others who contributed financially, photographically and 
with much-appreciated advice and encouragement. 


WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2007 to February 2008 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

This winter in Nebraska was much colder on average than the few previous 
winters, not so much because of low temperatures, but a lack of warmer days. This 
kept water bodies frozen most of the winter, with far fewer than usual midwinter 
water-bird records. Surprisingly, though, passerines, including some surprises, were 
able to brave the coolness. Notable were three species of wood-warblers; although 
Yellow-rumped Warblers winter to some extent in the southeast, 9 of the 21 total 
February records for the species have come in the last two winters. The others were 
not unprecedented for Nebraska, and are known to be somewhat cold-tolerant: 
Yellow-throated and Pine Warblers. Sparrows were also in evidence, with Fox 
Sparrow an occasional winterer, but Chipping and Field Sparrows, especially the 
latter, are rare in midwinter. Another group usually absent in midwinter involved 
two icterids. Great-tailed Grackle and Brown-headed Cowbird. 

Purple Finches were reported statewide in good numbers, a definite incursion 
or even invasion by this species. Most notable were good numbers in the 
Panhandle, where Purple Finches are usually rare to absent. Western sections of the 
state had a minor incursion of Mountain Chickadees, with a few noted at feeders and 
elsewhere. 

A major, rarity was a Band-tailed Pigeon that regularly appeared at a feeder in 
Ceresco and was eventually seen by most who looked; it was only the third for 
Nebraska. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar-Knox Cos 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 
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LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
m.ob.: many observers 
NC: Nature Center 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin (playa region in south-central Nebraska) 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

GAZETTEER 

DeSoto NWR: Washington Co 
Funk WPA: Phelps Co 
Sutherland Res: Lincoln Co 
Wildcat Hills: Scotts Bluff-Banner Cos 

OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 

BN: Brent Nelson, Scottsbluff 

B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 

CM: Connie McCartney, Grand Island 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DK: Dan Kim, Grand Island 

DLe: Denise Lewis, Peru 

DMu: Deborah Murphy, Omaha 

DW: Duane Wolff, Norfolk 

D&CN: Don and Colleen Noecker, Albion 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

GH: Gerard Harbison, Lincoln 

GW: Gertrude Wood, Lincoln 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

JC: Jennifer Cantrell, Lincoln 

JD: Jennifer Dunavan, Cedar Bluffs 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JMu: Jerry Mulliken, Nickerson 

JRi: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

KC: Ken Carnes, Lincoln 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 
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LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 

LBr: Lisa Bringewatt, North Platte 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LG: Linda Grdina, Lincoln 

LH: Luther Haige, Omaha 

LN: LynnDee Nielson, North Platte 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon 

L&CF: Laurence & Carol Falk, Nebraska City 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MM: Marty Mathieson, Shelton 

NF: Nancy Fish, Superior 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings; 

P&DD: Phyllis & Dean Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 

SR: Sarah Rehme, Lincoln 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

TL: Tucker Lutter, Bronson, LA 

WF: William Flack, Madison 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: One in Madison Co 7 Feb (WF) was probably an 
early migrant; most arrive mid- to late Feb, like the 37 in Lincoln Co 15 Feb 
(TJW). 

Snow Goose: One in Cass Co 26 Jan (CNK) was likely wintering, although 250 
appeared near Alma 1 Feb (G& WH). Huge numbers, at least one million, were 
in the RWB by 29 Feb (JGJ). 

Ross’s Goose: Routine reports. 

Cackling Goose: Best count was 479 at LM 27 Dec (SJD). 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 

Trumpeter Swan: This species can be found in small numbers during winter almost 
anywhere in the state; occasional large groups occur, usually in or near the 
Sandhills, such as the 23 between Hyannis and Meniman 23 Feb (TH). 

Wood Duck: There are very few reports into Jan; 1-2 were in Lincoln 7 and 26 Jan 
(LE). 

Gadwall: The 124 at LO 27 Dec (SJD) was a good count for the rather late date. 

American Wigeon: One at HCR 16 Feb (G&WH) was likely an early migrant. 

American Black Duck: None were reported; best looked for in wintering Mallard 
flocks in the east. Recent sightings have been few. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: One at Funk 29 Feb (JGJ) was only 6 days from being earliest 
ever. 

Northern Shoveler: One in Scotts Bluff Co 9 Jan (AK) was unexpected; midwinter 
reports are rare, even in the North Platte Valley. 
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Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: The 116 at LM 29 Dec (SJD) was a good count for the date. 

Canvasback: Best tally was the 300 at Funk 29 Feb (JGJ). 

Redhead: This species passes through the RWB in high numbers; thus the 7000 at 
Funk 29 Feb (JGJ) is moderate relative to the record 40,500 there in 2001. 

Ring-necked Duck: Late fall and early spring migrants were the 12 in Omaha 5 Jan 
(LH) and 2 in Madison Co 7 Feb (WF). There are a few wintering records 
however. 

Greater Scaup: Routine reports. 

Lesser Scaup: Last were 6-8 rather late in Douglas Co 2 Jan (JT). 

White-winged Scoter: The only report was of an ad. male and a fem./imm. at BOL 
7 Dec (LE); the latter was still present rather late 10 and 15 Dec (LE). 

Bufflehead: Routine reports. 

Common Goldeneye: Routine reports. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: A rare but regular winter visitor in the North Platte Valley, 
singles were somewhat easterly near North Platte 23 Jan (TJW) and at the 
Scottsbluff SL 15 Dec (AK). 

Hooded Merganser: Rather late were singles in Omaha 5 Jan (LH) and Lincoln 5 
Jan (LE); late dates away from LM and Sutherland Res are in early Jan. 

Common Merganser: Best count was a moderate 9792 on the LM CBC 29 Dec 
(fide SJD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Last were 2 at LM 29 Dec (SJD), where a few can usually 
be found with the large Common Merganser flock. 

Ruddy Duck: Last was a report of 33 from the Grand Island CBC 15 Dec (fide 
CM). Late dates are at the end of Dec. 

Gray Partridge: None were reported. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Easterly were 16 at the Meat Animal Research Center in 
Clay Co 28 Dec (JGJ), only the second report from Clay Co since 2000; both 
reports may have been of birds moving southeastward in fall, well-known in 
this species. Amazing was the 174 counted on the Beaver Valley CBC 16 Dec 
(fide D&CN); other good counts were the 83 on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide 
SJD) and 60 near Callaway 16 Feb (TH). 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite: This species appears to be in good numbers in the Loup 
Drainage, with CBC counts of 30 at Norfolk 15 Dec (fide DW) and 15 at 
Calamus-Loup 29 Dec (fide DH); in addition, 8 were at Broken Bow 13 Dec 
(TH). Surprisingly, 12 were found on the Harrison CBC 30 Dec (B&DW); the 
species is rare in the northwest. 

Common Loon: One at LM 29 Dec (SJD) was late; there are only 2 Jan records. 

Pied-billed Grebe: One in Lincoln 5 Jan (LE) was latest ever except for a handful of 
wintering reports, most in the LM area. 

Horned Grebe: None were reported; late dates are in mid-Dec. 

Eared Grebe: None were reported; most depart by early Dec. 

Western Grebe: Lingering was one at LM 28-29 Dec (SJD); recent years have seen 
larger numbers dallying through Dec. 

American White Pelican: A single was wintering in Lincoln (JGJ, LE), 2 at 
Sutherland Res (JGJ), and up to 5 at LM (SJD, MB). One at BOL until 7 Dec 
(LE) may have been die bird that wintered at Lincoln. 
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Double-crested Cormorant: Routine reports. 

Great Blue Heron: The 9 found on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD) was a good 
count for the date. 

Bald Eagle: Breeding numbers continue to increase; there were a record 50 active 
nests in the state in 2007 (fide JGJ). 

Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: The only report was of a “first-year” bird in Cedar Co 18 Feb 
(MB). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Encouraging sightings continue from the PL area, where 
hopefully a second breeding territory will be established in addition to the 
current lone known site at FF; single birds were seen at PL 7 and 10 Dec (LE) 
and 16 Feb (JGJ). Another was on the Omaha CBC 16 Dec (fide BG), 
presumably one of the FF birds. 

Red-tailed Hawk: A total of 93 birds in Dodge Co 30 Dec (D&JP) and Sarpy Co 
7 Jan (CNK) included 5 “Harlan’s”, 11 dark morphs, and one rufous morph. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Easternmost was at Republican City 3 Feb (G&WH). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Best counts were in the north and northeast; 18 were found 
on the Ponca SP CBC 22 Dec (fide BFH). 

Golden Eagle: Easternmost adult was in Harlan Co 26 Feb (G&WH). 

American Kestrel: Courtship was noted in Lincoln 25 Feb (TEL). 

Merlin: Best count was the 5 on the Seward-BOL CBC 15 Dec (fide JG). 

Prairie Falcon: Easternmost was in n. Saunders Co 27 Dec (D&JP). 

Peregrine Falcon: A young bird chasing geese in Adams Co 29 Feb (D&JP) should 
retrain to shorebirds to avoid cold weather and increase its success rate; this is 
only the 9th record for Feb (but see next sentence). One at the Capitol in 
Lincoln 19 Dec (JGJ) and another in Lincoln 13 Feb (TEL) were presumably 
part of the resident pair; both this pair and the Omaha pair appear to remain 
through winter. 

Virginia Rail: The usual 1-2 were found on the LM CBC 29 Dec (SJD). 

American Coot: Two lingered rather late in Douglas Co 2-3 Jan (JT, L&BP) and 3 
were on the Lincoln CBC 5 Jan (fide RE); 140 was a good count at BOL as 
late as 9 Dec (JGJ). 

Sandhill Crane: Probably the earliest migratory species to arrive each spring, first 
reported were two over North Platte 3 Feb (LN), followed by flyovers near 
Grand Island 8 Feb (DK). By 29 Feb, “thousands” were in the RWB (D&JP). 

Killdeer: Wintering birds were, as expected, at LO, with 7 on the LM CBC 29 Dec 
(fide SJD), and, more surprisingly, at North Platte, with 6 on 28 Jan (TJW). 

Wilson’s Snipe: As usual, several CBCs statewide reported this species; best count 
was 9 at LM (fide SJD). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: One at Sutherland Res 28-30 Dec (JGJ, SJD) was tardy; most 
depart by mid-Dec. 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: Unexpected was a first year bird at BOL 9 Dec (JGJ), while less 
surprising were the 6-14 at LM 27-29 Dec (SJD). 

Herring Gull: A record fall count was the 540 at Sutherland Res 30 Dec (SJD, JGJ, 
WRS). 

Thayer’s Gull: Three were reported, all adults: one was at LM 27-29 Dec (SJD) and 
2 were at Sutherland Res 30 Dec (SJD). 
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Lesser Black-backed Gull: An adult and a second-basic were at LM 27-29 Dec 
(SJD), and possibly the same two birds were at Sutherland Res 30 Dec (SJD, 
JGJ, WRS). 

Glaucous Gull: Sutherland Res hosted 2-3 juveniles 28-30 Dec (JGJ, SJD, WRS) 
and a single was at LM 15 Feb (MB). 

Great Black-backed Gull: An adult at LM 15 Feb (MB) may have been the same 
one that was there 14 Sep. 

Rock Pigeon: The .1208 counted on the Norfolk CBC 15 Dec (fide DW) was the 
second-highest CBC total on record. 

Band-tailed Pigeon: An exciting surprise was the appearance of a Band-tailed 
Pigeon at the Dale and Lucy Fisher feeder in Ceresco around 15 Nov; birders 
were not aware of its presence until Feb 19 (fide KP), when it was seen and 
photographed by many 22 Feb-2 Mar (m. ob.). It was Nebraska’s third record. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Winter flocks continue to get bigger; 200 were at Shelton 
25 Dec (MM), and 77 at Brady 18 Feb (TJW). Best CBC tallies were 122 at 
LM 29 Dec (fide SJD) and 101 at Scottsbluff 15 Dec (fide AK). 

White-winged Dove: Only the 7th report for mid-Oct through mid-Apr was one in 
Scottsbluff 2 Feb (BN). 

Mourning Dove: One in Scottsbluff 10 Feb (P&DD) was unexpected, although 
wintering occurs in the North Platte Valley on occasion. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: This is an early nester, with earliest Nebraska egg date 6 Feb, 
but one incubating in late Jan near North Platte (TJW) was exceptionally early. 

Snowy Owl: Two, possibly 3, were reported. A male near Mead 26 Jan (JD) may 
have been the same bird seen just east of Wahoo 23-24 Feb (TL, m.ob.), and 
an emaciated female was picked up for rehabilitation near Peru 24 Feb (DLe). 

Barred Owl: Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl: The 14 on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD) was a good count. 

Short-eared Owl: Two were hunting around baled cornstalks during a period of 
snow cover in Dodge Co 8 Jan (JMu); the observer suspected such bales would 
be a good source of mice. Other singles were also in Dodge Co 13-14 Jan and 
28 Feb (D&JP), and one was found on the Seward-BOL CBC 15 Dec (JGJ, 
LE). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The only report was of one on the LM CBC 29 Dec 
(SJD). 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: A few winter each year in the extreme se., but an 
immature near Genoa 15 Feb (WF) was northwesterly for the date. A molting 
juvenile at Broken Bow 7 Dec was also westerly, probably a late migrant. 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: The only reports were from regular locations: one each at FF 
on the Omaha CBC 16 Dec (fide BG) and at ICSP 15 Feb (L&CF). 

Northern Shrike: This species was widespread this winter; good counts were the 19 
in the west 27-30 Dec (SJD) and 11 on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Rare in winter, but most likely in the extreme se., one in Otoe 
Co 24 Feb (L&CF) may have been an early migrant, but one photographed in 
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Dodge Co 10 Jan (JMu) was unexpected; this is only the 5th documented 
record for Jan. 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: The only report was of one near Crawford in late Dec (B&DW); this 
species is erratic in its occurrences. 

Black-billed Magpie: Continuing occasional winter reports in Lancaster Co was 
one on the Seward-BOL CBC 15 Dec (fide JG). Others eastward were 2 on the 
Clay-Adams Cos line 16 Feb (LR, RH) and 2 on the Norfolk CBC 15 Dec 
(fide DW). 

American Crow: “Huge flocks” wintered in the Mema-Callaway area of Custer Co, 
with “thousands” seen in mid-Feb (LB, TH). 

Horned Lark: Huge counts were reported from the south and west; “tens of 
thousands” were along highways in sw. Nebraska 14 Dec (TJW), and a count 
record of 4788 occurred on the Scottsbluff CBC 15 Dec (fide AK). 

Tree Swallow: An incredibly early arrival was a Tree Swallow near Lincoln 13 Feb 
(GH); this is record early by a month. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Numbers are still “reduced and localized” in Lancaster 
Co (LE), and an all-time low count of 10 was made there on the Seward-BOL 
CBC 15 Dec (fide JG). 

Mountain Chickadee: There was a moderate incursion this winter, with a total of 8 
birds reported in addition to the 2 in fall (see Fall Report). Four were on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 15 Dec (fide AK), one was in Harrison 28 Dec (SJD, details), 
another or the same one on the Harrison CBC 30 Dec (B&DW), and singles 
were at Wildcat Hills NC 31 Dec (JRi) and 15 Feb (AK). 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: This species was widely reported at feeders statewide, 
usually fewer than 5 at each site; best CBC totals were 37 at LM 29 Dec (fide 
SJD) and 49 at Lincoln 5 Jan (fide RE). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: The 35 on the Harrison CBC 30 Dec (fide B&DW) was a good 
count. 

Brown Creeper: A good count was the 5 at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 22 Dec (LE). 

Carolina Wren: Westerly were 2 at HCR 16 Feb (KS) and one at Johnson L, 
Dawson and Gosper Cos, 29 Feb (JGJ). 

Winter Wren: Unexpected so far northwest was one at Calamus Res 29 Dec (DH); 
sightings after Dec are few, even in the southeast, and so one in Gage Co 26 
Jan (JGJ) was also unexpected. 

Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: By midwinter most are in the southeast; outliers this 
winter were 2 at Broken Bow 28 Jan (TH) and singles in Boone Co 6 Feb 
(WF) and Greeley Co 20 Feb (WF). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: This species is a rarity in midwinter, especially away from 
the Missouri Valley where it is rare at best; thus one in Adams Co 13 Jan 
(LR, RH) was unexpected and 2 on the Omaha CBC 16 Dec (fide BG) were a 
rare find. 

Eastern Bluebird: Two singing males in Dodge Co 23 Feb (D&JP) were likely 
early migrants. A pretty sight must have been the flock of 100 in Hitchcock 
Co 14 Dec (TJW). 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports. 
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Townsend’s Solitaire: The 94 on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD) was an excellent 
count. Easternmost were 3 on the Seward-BOL CBC 15 Dec (fide JG), one on 
the Ponca SP CBC 22 Dec (fide BFH), and one in Omaha 24 Feb (JRi). 

Hermit Thrush: Over-wintering is rare, and usually occurs in the southeast; one 
wintering in Bellevue was still present 13 Feb (fide L&BP). A few lingered 
into Dec, as expected, but one on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD) was 
westerly. 

American Robin: The 10,712 on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD) was the 2nd- 
highest all-time CBC total for the state behind 13,136 at Calamus Res in 
2003. 

Varied Thrush: A brightly-plumaged male was in an Omaha yard 13-19 Dec 
(DMu, photo); it was the 2nd for the season, the other in Sioux Co in Oct 
(Fall Report). There have been several sightings in recent years; this is the 8th 
for 2005-Feb 2008. 

Brown Thrasher: One lingered at Broken Bow until 27 Dec (TH); over-wintering is 
rare, generally in the southeast, and so one present through the period in 
Lincoln (LG) was unexpected. 

European Starling: A count high for the Seward-BOL CBC was the 3275 there 15 
Dec (fide JG); all-time high CBC count is 101,384 at Lincoln 1975-76. 

Bohemian Waxwing: Good numbers were found in the extreme northwest: a flock 
of 325 was in Harrison 28 Dec (SJD), and apparently the same flock was found 
on the Harrison CBC, which tallied the same number two days later (fide 
B&DW). On 28 Dec, 32 were west of Crawford (SJD). Easternmost were 18 
on the LM CBC 9 Dec (fide SJD). 

Cedar Waxwing: Routine reports. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Prior to this winter, there were few Jan and especially 
Feb reports. This winter, reports through Dec were widespread, including 2 as 
far west as the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD), and several were found into Jan 
and even Feb in the southeast and south. Prior to 2007 there were only 12 
Feb records for the state, but there were 5 in 2007, and 4 more in 2008: 
singles were in Otoe Co 1 Feb (LE), at BOL 10 Feb (JGJ), in Nance Co 15-16 
Feb (WF), and at HCR 16 Feb (KS). Swanson Res hosted 1-2 on 19-20 Jan 
(LR, RH), late for that westerly location. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Extraordinary, but not unprecedented, was one at a 
Lincoln feeder 11 Dec (JC, photo). Previously, one was at an Omaha feeder 
through 24 Dec 1980. 

Pine Warbler: Another very late suet feeder visitor was one in North Platte 24 Dec 
(LBr, photo). Surprisingly, this is about the 7th record for Dec. 

Spotted Towhee: A few winter from the Platte River Valley south; the 2 on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 15 Dec provided a high for that count (fide AK). 

American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Chipping Sparrow: A single at a feeder, typical of late reports for this species, was 
present in Lincoln 6-21 Jan (TEL); this is only the 2nd documented Jan 
record. 

Field Sparrow: One, and possibly 3, although the two additional were not seen by 
the reporter, were found on the LM CBC 29 Dec (SJD); this is only the 4th 
documented report for Dec away from the southeast. 

Savannah Sparrow: The only report was of one near Broken Bow 26 Jan (TH, 
details), the 4th record for Jan. 

Continued on Page 12 
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Leucistic Sandhill Crane among other Sandhill Cranes, southern Hall Co., 
26 Feb 2007. Photo by Paul Dunbar. 


Upland Sandpiper, Chet & Jane Fleisbach 
WMA (Facus Springs), Morrill Co., 

23 June 2007. Photo by Kathy DeLara. 




Lazuli Bunting, Box Elder Canyon, 

15 mi. SE of North Platte, Lincoln Co., 
20 May 2007. Photo by Jerry Mulliken. 



Piping Plover on nest. Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., 14 May 2004. 

Photo by Stephen J. Dinsmore. 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Pierson farm, 3 mi. SE of Arcadia, 
Sherman Co., 22 April 2008. Photo by Conn Pierson. 



Least Sandpiper and Short-billed Dowitcher, Funk WMA, Phelps Co., 
25 Aug 2007. Photo by Paul Dunbar. 



Yellow Warbler, Olive Creek SRA, Lancaster Co., 6 May 2008. 
Photo by Heather York, Doane College. 
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Fox Sparrow: More than usual were reported in Dec, including an amazing 13 on 
the Seward-BOL CBC 15 Dec (fide JG). Reports late Jan-Feb are few, most 
from the southeast; this winter one was a bit westerly in Adams Co 15 Jan 
(PD), two were at BOL 27 Jan (JGJ), and singles were in Cass Co 1 Feb (LE) 
and Lancaster Co 3 Feb (JGJ). 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: This species may linger late in fall on occasion; there are some 
35 Dec records and others into mid-Jan, but one at a Lancaster Co feeder 
present through 21 Jan was apparently attempting to over-winter, although it 
was not seen after that date (TEL). Otherwise, last was one in Lancaster Co 5 
Jan (LE). 

Swamp Sparrow: This species winters in the southeast most years in small 
numbers; up to 8 were at PL through the period (LE), 3 were at ICSP 15 Feb 
(L&CF) and one was in Lancaster Co 16 Feb (JGJ). 

White-throated Sparrow: This species was present as expected throughout the 
southeast, where it is rare in winter; best count was only 5, on the CBCs at 
Omaha 16 Dec (fide BG) and Lincoln 5 Jan (fide RE). 

Harris’s Sparrow: Rather rare westerly, 8 were counted on the LM CBC 29 Dec 
(fide SJD). 

White-crowned Sparrow: This species is scarce in midwinter in most of the state 
except the south and west; thus unusual were up to 20 in Broken Bow through 
26 Jan (TH) and one at a feeder in Albion 5 Jan (D&CN). These are only the 
8th and 9th midwinter records for the north-central and northwest parts of the 
state (north of the Platte Valley). Best count was the 136 on the Scottsbluff 
CBC 15 Dec (fide AK). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: More than usual were reported, all from the 
Panhandle except for 8 (out of 1494 juncos) on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide 
SJD). Two (out of 458) were on the Scottsbluff CBC 15 Dec (fide AK), 32 
(out of 191) were on the Harrison CBC 30 Dec (fide B&DW), and “several”, 
the observer’s first ever, were at a Sidney feeder 30 Dec (AS). 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Routine reports. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon and Pink-sided) Junco: The 28 “Oregons” (out of 1570 
juncos) on the Seward-BOL CBC 15 Dec (fide JG) was a good easterly count. 
Single “Pink-sided” juncos at Broken Bow 27 Dec and 12 Feb (TH) were good 
finds for the eastward location. 

Lapland Longspur: Routine reports. 

Snow Bunting: More than usual were reported statewide, about 100, with best 
counts 58 in Cass Co 1 Jan (GW) and 20 in Morrill Co 27 Dec (SJD). 

Northern Cardinal: This species continues in very low numbers in Scotts Bluff 
Co; one was found on the CBC there 15 Dec (fide AK). One was singing 13 
Jan in Lincoln (JGJ). 

Red-winged Blackbird: A flock of 500 in Scotts Bluff Co 10 Feb (P&DD) was 
unusual; they were likely early migrants, although 50 were there 28 Jan 
(P&DD). 

Western Meadowlark: First singing bird reported was in Sarpy Co 21 Feb (WF). 

Rusty Blackbird: Apart from 5 on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD), where this 
species is rare, there were numerous reports from the east totaling about 40 
birds during Dec. Best count was 22 on the Grand Island CBC 15 Dec (fide 
CM); latest were 6 in Cuming Co 28 Dec (LE); and northernmost was one on 
the Norfolk CBC 15 Dec (fide DW). 
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Brewer’s Blackbird: One on the Scotts Bluff CBC 15 Dec (fide AK) was 
unexpected and the only one reported; few remain in the state past mid-Dec. 

Common Grackle: Scattered birds were found on CBCs in the east, and 20 were 
seen on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD), also the latest reported for the 
season. 

Great-tailed Grackle: The only reports away from the southeast were of 65 in 
Dawson Co 30 Dec (SJD) and one at Alma 5 Feb (G&WH). There are few 
records of over-wintering. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: The 30 on the Beaver Valley CBC 16 Dec (fide D&CN) 
were a little farther north and west than usual in mid-Dec, and one on the LM 
CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD) was unexpected there at that date. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported. 

Purple Finch: Following a good fall for this species, winter reports were numerous 
and widespread. Best counts included 124 at Calamus Res 29 Dec (DH) and 
82 on the Seward-BOL CBC 15 Dec (fide JG). Generally rare in the west, one 
on the Scottsbluff CBC 15 Dec was only the second time the species had been 
found on that CBC (fide AK). The 33 in Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co 28 Dec 
(SJD), may have been unprecedented, and 33 on the LM CBC 29 Dec was a 
count high there (fide SJD). Even eastward, 2-3 at a Dodge Co feeder were the 
first ever there (D&JP), and 2 at a Gibbon feeder were “unusual” there (LR, 
RFI). In all, about 520 were reported for the period. 

Cassin’s Finch: The only report was of 2 on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD). This 
is the 4th time for this species on this CBC. 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: This species was also widely reported in good numbers, a total of 
about 190 birds. Best counts were the up to 40 wintering in Hastings: 40 were 
at one feeder 14 Feb (PD) and 20 at another 9 Jan (fide KC). Also, 25 were at 
PL 21 Jan (SR, JG) and 22 were there 19 Feb (LE). It is believed that resident 
birds in Nebraska are Type 2 (Groth: http://research.amnh.org/omithologv/ 
crossbills/) , which is a ponderosa pine specialist. An observer suggested that, 
based on recordings, the birds in Hastings might be Type 2 (PD), but 4 in 
Omaha 16 Feb were thought to be Type 4 (JRi). Evidence, which is rather 
sketchy, to date (Birds of Nebraska ) suggests that Types 2, 3, 5, and 7 have 
occurred in Nebraska, and so Type 4 would be new to the state. 

Common Redpoll: There were more reports than usual, but not surprisingly so. 
CBC compilers reported 2 at Seward-BOL 15 Dec (fide JG) with a single at 
BOL 28 Dec (TEL); one was at Harrison 30 Dec (fide B&DW); 4 were in 
Sheridan Co 28 Dec (SJD); one was at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder 2 Jan (KD); 
and 2 were in Superior for 2 weeks through 5 Jan (NF). This species is rare as 
far south as Superior. 

Pine Siskin: This species was widespread in good numbers; an impressive 665 were 
found on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD) and 225 were at Wildcat Hills NC 
27 Dec (SJD). Best easterly count was the 60 on the Omaha CBC 15 Dec (fide 
BG). 

Lesser Goldfinch: The second report for winter was of a male at a Scottsbluff feeder 
19 Feb (P&DD); the only similar prior report was of one at a Morrill feeder 13 
Jan 2002. 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 
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Osprey on nest near Winters Creek Lake, Scotts Bluff Co., 18 May 2008. 
Photo by Wayne Mollhoff. 



Short-billed Dowitcher, Burchard Lake, 
Pawnee Co., 14 May 2006. Photo by 
Stephen J. Dinsmore. 


Le Conte's Sparrow, Harvard Marsh 
WPA, Clay Co., 16 Oct 2006. 

Photo by Paul Dunbar. 



Broad-tailed Hummingbird, DeLara yard, 
4 mi N W of Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 
14 July 2007. Photo by Kathy DeLara. 
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Merlin, southern Cherry Co., 29 Sept 2007. Photo by Paul A. Johnsgard. 



Marbled Godwit, Harvard Marsh WPA, Clay 
Co., 13 Sept 2007. Photo by Paul Dunbar. 


Burrowing Owl, north of Crescent Lake 
NWR, Garden Co., 29 June 2004. 

Photo by Bruce Walgren. 
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2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS IN NEBRASKA 

The 2007-08 Christmas Bird Count (CBC) period will be remembered for 
snow cover and cold temperatures. More counts than usual were postponed due to 
weather. The average high temperature on count day this year was 28° F and the low 
was 12°F, both of which are 5-10° colder than any count day average since 2000-01. 
Only three counts made it above freezing during the course of the day. Snow was 
also a problem, and although only two circles recorded precipitation on the day of 
the count, snow cover and ice from earlier storms resulted in stuck vehicles, arduous 
walking, and inaccessible areas. Open water was at a premium: many counts 
reported only a few small patches of water in the ice cover. 

Fourteen CBCs were held during the period, the same number that were 
reported last year. Despite the inclement weather, 222 observers participated. The 
total number of species this year was 130, one less than last year. The total number 
of individuals (133,106) was the lowest since 1998, due largely to the low numbers 
of Canada Geese and Mallards. 

Goose numbers were all down this year, some dramatically. Only 15,910 
Canada Geese were found, which is the lowest total since 1992. The number of 
Snow Geese, which has varied from a high of 308,463 in 1988 to a low of zero in 
1983, was a meager 11 this year, 6 of those at DeSoto, a former Snow Goose haven. 
Greater White-fronted and Ross's were missed entirely this year, which has not 
happened since 1997. 

With the exception of Wood Ducks, which hit a high of 34 this year, most 
duck numbers were down. The most drastic drop was Mallard, with a count this 
year of 7580, lowest since 1983 and down from 51,544 last year. Greater Scaup 
was missed for the first time since 1997. A highlight at Branched Oak-Seward was 
the White-winged Scoter, a first for that count. Only two Redheads were found, one 
at Calamus-Loup and one during count week at Omaha. In general, the numbers of 
diving ducks (Aythya genus) in the past three years have been low in comparison 
with the previous four years. A good example of this is the Ring-necked Duck. Its 
2001-2004 average is 160, but the 2005-2007 average is only 32. 

Gallinaceous bird numbers were good; both Calamus-Loup and Lake 
McConaughy recorded all 5 species. Ring-necked Pheasant (high count was 323 at 
Norfolk), Greater Prairie-Chicken (high was 174 at Beaver Valley) and Northern 
Bobwhite (high was 73 at Grand Island) were all at peak numbers since 1994. 
Grebes were apparently elsewhere this year. Of the 6 species which have been seen 
on Nebraska CBCs, only two (Pied-billed: one each at Lincoln and Scottsbluff, and 
Western: one at Lake McConaughy) were found this year. 

One Osprey was a surprise at Scottsbluff, and the Red-shouldered Hawk at 
Omaha was the first since 2002. Red-tailed Hawks were widespread (every count 
except one) and at an all-time high of 616. Cooper's Hawks also reached a new high 
count of 36. Although they were widespread (counted everywhere except Lincoln 
and Harrison), Bald Eagle numbers were down this year to 184, the lowest since 
1998; they were most numerous (350) in 2005. 
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As usual, the only rails were two Virginias at Lake McConaughy. Coot 
numbers were down to 24 this year (average for the past 10 years is 328), and the 
only shorebirds counted anywhere were Killdeer and Wilson's Snipe, not surprising 
given the harsh weather. It was a disappointing gull year: only five species were 
found, and the 57 Ring-billeds were the fewest since 1989, when none were found. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove numbers continue to climb since they were first 
counted on a Nebraska CBC in 2000; this year they were seen on every count except 
Lincoln and Ponca. The total of 538 this year is a new high and is greater than the 
number of Mourning Doves seen, which were at their highest since 1996. 

Owl numbers were within their historical range. Interesting owls were the 
Short-eared at Branched Oak-Seward and the Saw-whet at Lake McConaughy. 
Red-headed Woodpecker numbers have dropped into the single digits in the past two 
years. Omaha had the only Red-headed and the only Pileated, the third appearance 
for the latter species on a CBC. 

The 41 Northern Shrikes found was the highest count since 1994. 
American Crow numbers have been dropping since their all-time high of 11,002 in 
2003; this year's count of 908 was the lowest since 1983. Homed Larks apparently 
don't mind harsh winter weather. They were found on all the counts (count week at 
Calamus-Loup) and reached a new high of 10,015 (average of previous 10 years is 
1543). 


Black-capped Chickadee numbers continue to be a puzzle. The 2003 CBCs 
saw drastic drops (from an average of 152 per count circle in 2002 to an average of 
70 in 2003). Low numbers continued in 2004 with an average of 58. In 2005, 
numbers seemed to be beginning a rebound with an average of 76 with two new 
counts added (Ames and Harrison). However, the average per circle dropped to 70 in 
2006 and further to 49 in 2007. Two of the western CBCs (Harrison and 
Scottsbluff) saw modest increases from 2006 to 2007, as did four of the central 
CBCs (Calamus-Loup, Lake McConaughy, Lincoln and Norfolk). However, the 
CBCs along the Missouri River (DeSoto, Omaha and Ponca) all showed decreases 
this year; Ponca went from 93 in 2006 to 23 in 2007. On a brighter note, Mountain 
Chickadees appeared at Scottsbluff and Harrison (first ever at Harrison) for a total of 
5 individuals, highest since 1994. 

The Red-breasted Nuthatch invasion resulted in the highest-ever count (194) 
and an appearance at every count but one (Crawford). Carolina Wrens continued 
their high numbers from last year (47 in 2006, 41 in 2007); previous high had been 
18 in 1999. Townsend's Solitaires bounced back from 25 in 2006 to 140 this year, 
and American Robins more than tripled last year's count of 3793 with a tally of 
14,093, due largely to the 10,712 found at Lake McConaughy. 

Bohemian Waxwings, which occur rarely on CBCs, were found at Harrison 
(325), Lake McConaughy (18), and at Crawford during the week of the count. High 
count is 562 from 2004. The only warblers were Yellow-rumped, but they were 
found in five locations. 


Continued on Page 19 



2007-08 CBC Site Data 



Date 

Species Individuals 

Observers 

Low Temp High Temp 

Sky (am/pm) 

Rain 

Snow 

Ames 

27 Dec 

53 

7,441 

12 

11 

20 

cloudy 

none 

none 

Beaver Valley 

16 Dec 

38 

1,354 

3 + 1 

2 

24 

cloudy 

none 

none 

Branched Oak/Seward 15 Dec 

69 

9,341 

15 

12 

22 

cloudy 

none 

am 

Calamus-Loup 

29 Dec 

56 

4,815 

6 

10 

23 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Crawford 

29 Dec 

29 

1,239 

13 + 4 

8 

36 

clear 

none 

none 

DeSoto-Boyer 

23 Dec 

54 

9,059 

16 

15 

26 

clear / pt. cloudy 

none 

none 

Grand Island 

15 Dec 

64 

10,557 

10 + 5 

16 

26 

clear 

none 

none 

Harrison 

30 Dec 

30 

1,099 

3 

15 

29 

cloudy 

none 

pm 

Lake McConaughy 

29 Dec 

93 

34,577 

17 + 15 

0 

28 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Lincoln 

5 Jan 08 

69 

14,933 

34 + 7 

20 

44 

partly clear 

none 

none 

Norfolk 

15 Dec 

57 

12,306 

13 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

none 

none 

Omaha 

16 Dec 

71 

7,135 

24 

16 

35 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Ponca S.P. 

22 Dec 

43 

1,945 

10 

18 

20 

cloudy/clear 

none 

none 

Scottsbluff 

15 Dec 

66 

17,305 

14 

6 

32 

clear 

none 

none 

Total 


130 

133,106 

190 + 32 







Additional observer numbers at Beaver Valley, Crawford, Grand Island, Lake McConaughy and Lincoln are feeder watchers. 
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Fox Sparrows were well-represented, showing up at five eastern counts for 
an all-time high of 34. Likewise Harris's Sparrows, which were found in all but the 
Panhandle circles, appeared in the greatest numbers (741) since 1989 (1253). White- 
crowned Sparrows reached an all-time high of 222, of those, 136 were in Scottsbluff. 
Dark-eyed Juncos were found in good numbers on all of the counts; the total tally of 
11,489 is a new high; the yearly average for the past 10 years is 4387. Lapland 
Longspurs were at their lowest since 1988, and only one Snow Bunting was found, 
at Ames. (Perhaps our weather was too mild for these species?) 

The 202 Great-tailed Grackles was a new high; 135 of those were in Grand 
Island. Most of the 116 Brown-headed Cowbirds were from the Grand Island CBC 
also. Purple Finches had a great year, appearing at counts all across the state; the 
436 total is a new high, beating 2003's previous high count of 223. Two Cassin's 
Finches, a species which has only been found on CBCs six times, all since 1993, 
were found at Lake McConaughy. Red Crossbills had a low tally (5) and were only 
found in Lincoln (and count week Scottsbluff). Three Common Redpolls were 
found, down from last year's spike of 19. Pine Siskins were everywhere (12 out of 
14 counts); the total of 1015 was the highest since 1143 in 1987. 

2007-08 CBC PARTICIPANTS 

Ames Larry Einemann, William Flack, Robin Harding, Clem Klaphake, Steve 
Lamphere, Jeanne Miller, Elizabeth Mulliken, Jerry Mulliken, Don Paseka 
(compiler), Janis Paseka, Lanny Randolph, Jerry Toll (12) 

Beaver Valley William Flack, Colleen Noecker, Don Noecker (compiler) Feeder 
watcher: Belle Esau (3 + 1 feeder watcher) 

Branched Oak - Seward Alex DeGarmo, Kevin DeGarmo, Rick Eades, Larry 
Einemann, Mike Ellis, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Joel Jorgensen, Vince Kingston, 
Thomas E. Labedz, John Quinn, Sarah Rehme, Mary Steinbeck, Shane Tucker, 
Gertrude Wood, Heather York (15) 

Calamus-Loup Bob Gerten, Kathi Gerten, Robin Harding, David Heidt (compiler), 
Lanny Randolph, Duane Wolff (6) 

Crawford John Flavin, Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren (3 + 4 feeder 
watchers; Steve Dinsmore: count week scouting) 

DeSoto Elliott Bedows, Laurine Blankenau, Fred Davis, Jim Hartman, Clem 
Klaphake, Steve Lamphere, Urban Lehner, Sue Mattix, Jim Meyer, Betsy Mulliken, 
Jerry Mulliken, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Kathleen Pyper, Jerry Toll, Steve Van 
Riper (16) 

Grand Island Tom Blanchard, Gordon Backer, Tony Curtis, Blake Hatfield, 

Connie McCartney (compiler), Jim Meyers, Steve Morris, Vicki Orr, Patricia Smith, 
Vem Throop Feeder Watchers: Kathy Aubushon, Anton Curtis, Jim & Carole 
Etherton, Lewis Hilligas (10 + 5 feeder watchers) 
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PARTICIPANTS, continued 

Harrison. Elliott Bedows, Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren (3; Stephen 
J. Dinsmore: count week scouting) 

Lake McConaughy Elliott Bedows, Mary B. Brown, Stephen J. Dinsmore 
(compiler), Joey Hajda, Tim Hajda, Luke Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Alice 
Heckman, Bill Huntley, Joel Jorgensen, Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Roger 
Lawson, John Murphy, Justin Rink, W. Ross Silcock, Gabriel Wilson (17 + 15 
feeder watchers) 

Lincoln George Alexander, Irene Alexander, Sue Allen, Anita Breckbill, Linda R. 
Brown (compiler), Mary B. Brown, Jackie Canterbury, Barbara J. DiBemard, Paul 
Dunbar, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, Billie Erxleben, Joe Gubanyi, Barbara 
Hopkins, Nicole Hosman, Paul Johnsgard, Michelle Johnson, Joel Jorgensen, 
Martha Kaul, Robert Kaul, Fujiyo Koizumi, Thomas E. Labedz, Jeanine Lackey, 
Jenifer Lautenschlager, Daniel Leger, Linda Maslowski, Pete Maslowski, Pat 
McCoy, Bruce Mellberg, Jim Miklavcic, John Miller, Kevin Poague, Ken Reitan, 
Laura Safarik, Rachel Simpson, Brooke Stansberry, April Stevenson, Kristal Stoner, 
Jerry Toll, Shane Tucker, Gertrude Wood (34 + 7 feeder watchers) 


2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

Branched Oak-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer Chute 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Snow Goose 

1 





6 



Cackling Goose 









Canada Goose 

433 


42 

165 


856 

2297 


Trumpeter Swan 




6 





Swan sp 






3 



Wood Duck 







15 


Gadwatl 



3 

7 





American Wigeon 




95 



12 


American Black Duck 









Mallard 

412 

136 

66 

631 


1859 

1204 

3 

Blue-winged Teal 






2 



Northern Shoveler 



1 

2 





Northern Pintail 



1 






Green-winged Teal 



1 
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PARTICIPANTS, continued 

Norfolk Joyce Borgelt, Ed Brogie, Mark Brogie, Donna Christiansen, Joyce Eucker, 
Bill Flack, David Heidt, Gene Kincanan, Mary Ellen Kincanan, Phyllis McCain, 
Jean Rumsey, Matt Stanley, Duane Wolff (compiler) (13) 

Omaha Elliott Bedows, Laurine Blankenau, Nelli Falzgraf, Bob Fuchs, Betty 
Grenon (compiler), Maria Hicks, Clem Klaphake, Catherine Kuper, Steve Lamphere, 
Sue Mattix, Betsy Mulliken, Jerry Mulliken, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don 
Paseka, Janis Paseka, Dick Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, A1 Reyer, Jean Richter, 
Kathleen Rose, Rick Schmid, David Smith, Jerry Toll (24) 

Ponca Warren Dunkel, Pat Dunn, Jeff Fields, Bill Huser (compiler), Jan Johnson, 
Richard Johnson, Bill Morris, Jerry Probst, Gary Small, Jan Small (10) 

Scottsblujf Bob DeLara, Kathy DeLara, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, Robin 
Harding, Charlotte Herrell, Michelle Hoff, Helen Hughson, Alice Kenitz (compiler), 
Brad McKinney, Connie McKinney, Lanny Randolph, Bonnie Schoen, Ruben 
Siegfried (14) 


2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca State Park 

Scottsbluff 

1 

Snow Goose 

1 

cw 


2 


1 

11 

Cackling Goose 

370 

86 

150 

5 


5 

616 

Canada Goose 

2334 

5335 

265 

1282 

25 

2876 

15910 

Trumpeter Swan 







6 

Swan sp 







3 

Wood Duck 

1 

8 

1 

6 


.3 

34 

GadwaEI 

6 






16 

American Wigeon 

13 





84 

204 

American Black Duck 




1 



1 

Mallard 

815 

748 

181 

218 

4 

1303 

7580 

Blue-winged Teal 







2 

Northern Shoveler 

1 





21 

25 

Northern Pintail 

3 





61 

65 

Green-winged Teal 

116 

33 


16 


5 

171 
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2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

Branched Oak-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer Chute 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Casvasback 









Redhead 




1 





Ring-necked Duck 









Lesser Scaup 



1 



1 



Scaup sp 









White-winged Scoter 



1 






Bufflehead 









Common Goldeneye 



cw 

23 


15 

28 


Barrow's Goldeneye 









Hooded Merganser 




1 





Common Merganser 




27 


51 



Red-breasted Merganser 









Ruddy Duck 



cw 




33 


Duck sp 









Ring-necked Pheasant 

51 

7 

110 

1 

4 

85 

11 


Sharp-tailed Grouse 




1 





Greater Prairie-Chicken 


174 


40 





Wild Turkey 

108 

54 

129 

21 

49 

238 

218 

1 

Northern Bobwhite 



21 

15 



73 

12 

Common Loon 









Pied-billed Grebe 









Western Grebe 









American White Pelican 









Great Blue Heron 

2 






3 

cw 

Osprey 









Bald Eagle 

5 

8 

3 

4 

- 2 

49 

4 


adult 

3 



4 

2 

19 

2 


immature 

2 





19 

2 


unspecified age 


8 

3 



11 
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2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

I 

Omaha 

Ponca State Park 

Scottsbluff 

CO 

5 

Casvasback 



5 



5 

Redhead 




cw 



1 

Ring-necked Duck 






26 

26 

Lesser Scaup 

2 






4 

Scaup sp 



1 




1 

White-winged Scoter 







1 

Bufflehead 

7 






7 

Common Goldeneye 

222 


1 

8 

11 

200 

508 

Barrow's Goldeneye 






1 

1 

Hooded Merganser 

7 

3 




2 

11 

Common Merganser 

9,792 



cw 

9 


9,879 

Red-breasted Merganser 

2 





1 

3 

Ruddy Duck 







33 

Duck sp 




21 



21 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

22 

6 

323 

11 

52 

17 

700 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

6 






7 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 

83 






297 

Wild Turkey 

12 

7 

48 

126 

148 

4 

1,163 

Northern Bobwhite 

57 

24 

30 


7 


239 

Common Loon 

1 






1 

Pied-billed Grebe 


1 




1 

2 

Western Grebe 

1 






1 

American White Pelican 

5 

1 





6 

Great Blue Heron 

9 



1 



15 

Osprey 






1 

1 

Bald Eagle 

63 


8 

10 

17 

11 

184 

adult 



8 



8 

46 

immature 






3 

26 

unspecified age 

63 



10 

17 


112 
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2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

I 

l 

% 

o 

i 

c 

£ 

CQ 

Q- 

=3 

« 

E 

75 

O 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer Chute 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Northern Harrier 


3 

7 

1 


4 

3 


Sharp-shinned Hawk 

1 

1 

4 

4 


3 

2 


Cooper's Hawk 

cw 


5 

2 


1 

8 


Accipiter sp. 






1 



Red-shouldered Hawk 









Red-tailed Hawk 

46 

8 

89 

17 

1 

91 

54 


Ferruginous Hawk 







1 


Rough-legged Hawk 



4 

1 

1 

1 

14 


Buteo sp. 



5 



1 



Golden Eagle 





cw 




American Kestrel 

8 

2 

8 

9 

1 

12 

10 

1 

Merlin 

2 


5 

1 


cw 

1 


Prairie Falcon 

1 




1 




hawk sp. 









Virginia Rail 









American Coot 



3 




7 


Killdeer 









Wilson's Snipe 




1 




1 

Ring-billed Gull 









California Gull 









Herring Gull 









Thayeris Gull 









Lesser Black-backed Gull 









Rock Pigeon 

132 

25 

47 

3 

28 

128 

338 

3 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

4 

41 

39 

14 

60 

10 

71 

24 

Mourning Dove 

35 


42 



81 

10 


Eastern Screech-Owl 



2 

4 

1 

2 

9 


Great Homed Owl 

2 

1 

12 



1 


1 
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2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



take McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

CO 

-C 

CO 

E 

O 

2 

Ponca State Park 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Northern Harrier 

15 

6 

2 

1 

3 

47 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

6 

8 

5 

2 

cw 

1 

37 

Cooper's Hawk 

5 

6 

3 

5 


1 

36 

Accipiter sp. 


2 

4 




7 

Red-shouldered Hawk 




1 

102 



1 

Red-tailed Hawk 

25 

66 

85 

26 

6 

616 

Ferruginous Hawk 

1 





1 

3 

Rough-legged Hawk 

4 

2 

4 


18 

cw 

49 

Buteo sp. 


3 

3 




12 

Golden Eagle 

1 





1 

2 

American Kestrel 

18 

22 

19 

9 

2 

19 

140 

Merlin 

1 

2 

2 




14 

Prairie Falcon 


1 

1 



1 

5 

hawk sp. 


1 





1 

Virginia Rail 

2 






2 

American Coot 


3 




11 

24 

Killdeer 

7 






7 

Wilson's Snipe 

9 


1 



1 

13 

Ring-billed Gull 

53 

1 


3 



57 

California Gull 

6 






6 

Herring Gull 

200 



1 



201 

Thayer's Gull 

1 






1 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

1 






1 

Rock Pigeon 

58 

554 

1,208 

140 

36 

284 

2,984 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

122 


47 

5 


101 

538 

Mourning Dove 

22 

138 

28 

167 

3 

5 

531 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

1 

2 

3 




24 

Great Homed Owl 

7 

8 

6 

5 

1 

4 

48 
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2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



<n 

<D 

1 

Beaver Valley 

■E 

TO 

l 

TO 

O 

"8 

-6 

e 

£ 

CQ 

r 

Calamus-Loup 

1 

o 

DeSoto-Boyer Chute 

Grand Island 

r 

| Harrison 

Barred Owl 

1 


2 



2 



Long-eared Owl 



3 






Short-eared Owl 



1 






Northern Saw-whet Owl 









Belted Kingfisher 

4 


1 

4 



4 

— 

Red-headed Woodpecker 








Red-bellied Woodpecker 

15 

11 

44 

2 


37 

5 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 



1 



1 

1 


Downy Woodpecker 

27 

7 

65 

9 

6 

40 

12 

5 

Hairy Woodpecker 

2 

1 

16 

4 

1 

15 

2 

6 

Northern Flicker 

14 

8 

38 

21 


43 

25 


Pileated Woodpecker 









Loggerhead Shrike 









Northern Shrike 

1 

1 

4 

6 


2 

2 

cw 

Shrike sp 









Blue Jay 

22 

4 

148 

3 

5 

63 

28 

6 

Pinyon Jay 





cw 




Black-billed Magpie 



1 


5 


1 


American Crow 

7 

18 

355 

55 

49 

88 

17 

44 

Homed Lark 

238 

247 

127 

cw 

442 

304 

947 

191 

Black-capped Chickadee 

54 


10 

5 

26 

105 

2 

13 

Mountain Chickadee 








1 

Tufted Titmouse 






17 



Red-breasted Nuthatch 

5 

3 

23 

3 


8 

4 

3 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

27 

12 

58 

5 

7 

51 

24 

1 

Pygmy Nuthatch 





6 



35 

Brown Creeper 

8 


10 



1 



Carolina Wren 

2 


6 




1 



























































































































Vol. 76 No. 1 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


27 


2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



>% 

-C 

¥ 

to 

c 

o 

i 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca State Park 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Barred Owl 


4 


3 

1 


13 

Long-eared Owl 

14 






17 

Short-eared Owl 







1 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

1 






1 

Belted Kingfisher 

5 

9 


2 


3 

32 

Red-headed Woodpecker 




1 



1 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

5 

62 

16 

62 

12 


271 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 


2 


3 



8 

Downy Woodpecker 

26 

109 

21 

87 

9 

12 

435 

Hairy Woodpecker 

13 

15 

11 

16 

5 

2 

109 

Northern Flicker 

78 

40 

12 

21 

5 

27 

332 

Pileated Woodpecker 




1 



1 

Loggerhead Shrike 


1 





1 

Northern Shrike 

11 

4 

5 


4 

1 

41 

Shrike sp 


1 





1 

Blue Jay 

16 

229 

47 

75 

22 

79 

747 

Pinyon Jay 








Black-billed Magpie 

25 


2 



26 

60 

American Crow 

16 

117 

44 

61 

32 

5 

908 

Homed Lark 

2,051 

5 

409 

192 

74 

4,788 

10,015 

Black-capped Chickadee 

28 

80 

35 

274 

23 

26 

681 

Mountain Chickadee 






4 

5 

Tufted Titmouse 




34 



51 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

37 

49 

22 

19 

6 

12 

194 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

18 

80 

26 

126 

25 

4 

464 

Pygmy Nuthatch 




0 


cw 

41 

Brown Creeper 

5 

34 

1 

10 



69 

Carolina Wren 


10 


22 



41 
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2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



CO 

CD 

E 

< 

Beaver Valley 

Branched Oak-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer Chute 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Winter Wren 



2 

1 



* 


Marsh Wren 









Golden-crowned Kinglet 

6 

4 

9 



ON 

1 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet 









Eastern Bluebird 

28 

3 

52 

16 


22 

23 


Mountain Bluebird 









Townsend's Solitaire 



3 

1 

5 


1 

5 

Hermit Thrush 



3 






American Robin 

56 

3 

780 

1,617 

6 

1 

358 

47 

European Starling 

3,793 

83 

3,275 

1,073 

73 

855 

1,535 

10 

Bohemian Waxwing 





cw 



325 

Cedar Waxwing 

107 


29 

60 


27 

54 


Yellow-rumped Warbler 

3 


6 






Spotted Towhee 



ON 






American Tree Sparrow 

85 

69 

680 

211 

70 

530 

497 

1 

Chipping Sparrow 









Field Sparrow 









Fox Sparrow 

1 


13 




7 


Song Sparrow 

9 


3 

1 


4 

5 

1 

Lincoln's Sparrow 









Swamp Sparrow 



ON 






White-throated Sparrow 

3 


ON 






Harris’s Sparrow 

49 

6 

212 

55 


63 

185 


White-crowned Sparrow 



4 




46 


Sparrow sp 






26 
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2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca State Park 

Scottsbluff 

1 

Winter Wren 




3 



6 

Marsh Wren 

1 





1 

2 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

2 

22 

4 

2 


1 

51 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 




2 



2 

Eastern Bluebird 

42 

31 

2 

331 

50 


302 

Mountain Bluebird 

cw 







Townsend's Solitaire 

94 




1 

30 

140 

Hermit Thrush 

1 






4 

American Robin 

10,712 

392 

28 

5 

2 

86 

14,093 

European Starling 

2,635 

2,675 

7,456 

1,273 

229 

1,522 

26,487 

Bohemian Waxwing 

18 






343 

Cedar Waxwing 

47 

26 


212 

10 

4 

576 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

2 

4 


cw 



15 

Spotted Towhee 


1 




2 

3 

American Tree Sparrow 

396 

577 

154 

305 

187 

81 

3,843 

Chipping Sparrow 


cw 






Field Sparrow 

3 






3 

Fox Sparrow 


7 


6 



34 

Song Sparrow 

30 

39 

2 

22 

7 

18 

141 

Lincoln's Sparrow 


2 


1 



3 

Swamp Sparrow 




9 



9 

White-throated Sparrow 


5 


5 



13 

Harris's Sparrow 

8 

109 

26 

23 

5 


741 

White-crowned Sparrow 

27 

2 

6 

1 


136 

222 

Sparrow sp 







26 
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2007-2008 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

Branched Oak-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer Chute 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Dark-eyed Junco 

941 

120 

1,570 

134 

68 

2,316 

724 

191 

Slate-colored 



1,142 

33 

3 



74 

Oregon 

2 


28 

5 


2 


2 

White-winged 








32 

Pink-sided 





2 



2 

unspecified subspecies 

939 

120 

400 

96 

63 

2,314 

724 

81 

Lapland Longspur 







3 


Snow Bunting 

1 








Northern Cardinal 

52 

2 

118 

4 


112 

35 


Red-winged Blackbird 

211 

4 

99 

1 


112 

103 


Eastern Meadowlark 









Western Meadowlark 


20 



1 


446 


meadowlark sp. 

177 


59 

1 


143 



Rusty Blackbird 

17 

2 

2 




22 


Brewer's Blackbird 









Common Grackle 


2 




5 

1 


Great-tailed Grackle 







135 


Brown-headed Cowbird 


30 





85 


blackbird sp. 


1 







Purple Finch 

12 


82 

124 


8 

13 

cw 

Cassin's Finch 









House Finch 

14 

41 

95 

9 

15 

5 

13 

6 

Common Redpoll 



2 



cw 


1 

Red Crossbill 









Pine Siskin 

4 


31 

45 

20 

1 

2 

5 

American Goldfinch 

31 

19 

287 

161 

71 

121 

132 

106 

House Sparrow 

171 

173 

361 

87 

215 

430 

630 

50 










TOTAL SPECIES 

53 

38 

69 

56 

29 

54 

64 

30 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

7,441 

1,354 

9,341 

4,815 

1,239 

9,059 

10,557 

1,099 
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2007-2008 CHRISTMAS 


BIRD COUNTS 



CT> 

B 

o 

o 

2 

O) 

5 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

CO 

E 

O 

Ponca State Park 

Scottsbluff 

3 

£ 

Dark-eyed Junco 

1,494 

1,097 

893 

1,010 

473 

458 

11,489 

Slate-coiored 

480 

466 




106 

2,304 

Oregon 

228 

21 




120 

408 

White-winged 

8 





1 

42 

Pink-sided 

60 





21 

85 

unspecified subspecies 

718 

610 

893 

1,010 

473 

209 

8,650 

Lapland Longspur 

6 


2 

2 



13 

Snow Bunting 







1 

Northern Cardinal 

27 

150 

48 

206 

30 

1 

785 

Red-winged Blackbird 

4 

43 

2 

74 

1 

4,224 

4,878 

Eastern Meadowlark 


2 





2 

Western Meadowlark 

36 

35 

40 


2 


580 

meadowlark sp. 

180 

80 


57 


7 

704 

Rusty Blackbird 

5 


1 

3 



52 

Brewer's Blackbird 






1 

1 

Common Grackle 

20 

2 

1 

2 



33 

Great-tailed Grackle 


65 


2 



202 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

1 






116 

blackbird sp. 







1 

Purple Finch 

33 

96 

6 

51 

10 

1 

436 

Cassin's Finch 

2 






2 

House Finch 

134 

113 

44 

6 

19 

130 

644 

Common Redpoll 







3 

Red Crossbill 


5 




cw 

5 

Pine Siskin 

665 

44 

49 

60 


89 

1,015 

American Goldfinch 

662 

284 

38 

177 

142 

111 

2,342 

House Sparrow 

427 

1,097 

424 

420 

199 

351 

5,035 









TOTAL SPECIES 

93 

69 

57 

71 

43 

66 

130 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

34,577 

14,933 

12,306 

7,135 

1,945 

17,305 

133,106 
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FIRST REPORT OF ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER 
(Myiarchus cinerascens) BREEDING IN THE 
NEBRASKA PANHANDLE REGION 


Wayne J. Mollhoff, Coordinator 
Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Project II 
2354 Euclid St. 

Ashland, NE 68003 
wmollhoff@netscape.net 

Joseph Gubanyi 
Concordia University 
800 N. Columbia 
Seward, NE 68434 
Joseph.Gubanyi@cune.edu 

Mark A. Brogie, Chairman 
NOU Records Committee 
508 Seeley, Box 316 
Creighton, NE 68729 
mbrogie@esu 1 .org 


This report presents evidence of the breeding of Ash-throated Flycatcher 
(Myiarchus cinerascens ) in mixed conifer woodland in the Nebraska Panhandle 
Region, 160 miles north of its nearest known breeding area. In addition, it presents 
the first photographic evidence and the second accepted record by the Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee (NOURC) of the presence of Ash- 
throated Flycatcher in Nebraska. 

On 28 June 2007 Wayne Mollhoff observed an adult Ash-throated 
Flycatcher while conducting a survey in Priority Block K409 in Kimball County, 
Nebraska, for the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Project II. The bird was observed on 
private property in limber pine (Pinus flexilis) habitat from a county road 
approximately one mile south of Interstate 80 Exit 1, and 1.2 miles east of the 
Wyoming state line. After obtaining permission from the landowner, the area was 
searched more extensively and a second observation of an Ash-throated Flycatcher 
was made about 400 yards farther east of the site of the initial observation. During 
the second sighting, the bird appeared to be carrying food in its beak. Attempts to 
relocate the bird(s) the following morning, both west and east of the site of the 
initial find, were unsuccessful. With only a single accepted record in the state 
(Mollhoff 1989), Mollhoff sent a written documentation of the sighting to the chair 
of the NOURC, Mark Brogie. 

On 9 July 2007, Mark Brogie and NOURC member Joseph Gubanyi 
attempted to relocate the bird and obtain a photograph and recording of its call in 
hopes of upgrading its status in Nebraska from Class III (written description only. 
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by a single observer) to Class l (diagnostic specimen, photo, or recording) (Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee 1986). After playing a recording of an 
Ash-throated Flycatcher call, they observed an adult Ash-throated Flycatcher that 
evening and again the following morning at the site where the bird was initially 
observed, and obtained photographs of the bird and a recording of its call. The bird, 
which was slightly smaller than Cassin’s Kingbirds seen nearby, was identified as a 
Myiarchus species by its size, dull grayish-brown upper parts, washed out creamy 
yellow belly, extensively rufous tail and rufous patch at base of the primaries on 
folded wings. The underside of the tail, seen on the bird when perched, had a dark 
terminal band which was wider on the lateral portion of the tail tip than the medial 
portion. The dark terminal band created the teardrop rufous pattern which is found 
only in adult Ash-throated Flycatchers and a small percentage of Nutting’s 
Flycatchers (. Myiarchus nuttingi). The combination of the tail pattern and the 
distinctive vocalizations are diagnostic for Ash-throated Flycatcher (Cardiff and 
Dittmann 2002; Dittmann and Cardiff 2000). Photographs and recordings were 
submitted to the NOURC and accepted, elevating Ash-throated Flycatcher from 
Class III to Class I in Nebraska (Mark Brogie, NOURC chair, personal 
communication). 

The bird was found in an area of open mixed conifer woodland, dominated 
by limber pine, with a scattered mix of Rocky Mountain juniper ( Juniperus 
scopulorum ) and ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa), growing on the north-facing 
rocky slopes of low ridges and ravines. The tree cover ranged from fairly thick 
clumps that provided complete ground cover in small areas to widely scattered 
individual trees and ranged in height from 6 to 50 feet. Scattered clumps of fragrant 
sumac (Rhus aromatica ) were found throughout the wooded area. The ground cover 
community was a mosaic of mixed-grass and short-grass prairie as described by Kaul 
et al. (2006). Principal ground cover plants were little bluestem (Schizachyrium 
scoparium), blue grama ( Bouteloua gracilis ), and threadleaf sedge (Carex filifolia). 
Gravel, broken rock, rock ledges, and outcrops were common on the steeper slopes. 
This fits the description of the semiarid to arid scrub and open conifer woodland 
habitat described as typical for Ash-throated Flycatcher habitat (Bent 1942, Cardiff 
and Dittmann 2002, Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005, Kingery 1998). 

Brogie and Gubanyi noted an agitated response to the recording of an Ash- 
throated Flycatcher call. Based on this behavior and repeated use of the same limited 
area, we believed it possible that the bird was on territory or possibly breeding in the 
area. With the possibility of adding an unexpected breeder to the atlas project, 
Mollhoff returned to the area on 18 July 2007 in an attempt to document breeding. 
Permission to search the area was again obtained and an unsuccessful search for the 
birds was made of the area where the bird was first observed, including a search for 
possible nest cavities in dead trees within a 75-100 acre area to the west of the 
original sighting. A single dead limber pine snag, riddled with woodpecker holes, 
was found hidden in a clump of trees in the immediate Vea where the bird was first 
observed. The largest cavity, a rotted-out woodpecker hole, 3.5 inches in diameter 
and 5 inches deep, contained a vacated nest consistent with that described for the 
species (cup of grasses, lined with softer material and a few feathers). The nest did 
not fit the appearance of any other cavity nesters seen or likely to be found in the 
area. The following morning, 19 July, a second unsuccessfiil search was made in the 
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area of the nest. A search was then made in the area up to 600 yards farther east of 
the initial sighting, including the area where a bird had been seen carrying what 
appeared to be food on 28 June. At 0730, an agitated Ash-throated Flycatcher 
responded to a recording of its call. A second Ash-throated Flycatcher soon appeared 
carrying an insect in its beak. The two birds were observed for 10 minutes when a 
third bird landed in a nearby pine. Close observation of this bird revealed a rounded 
head profile even when the crown feathers were raised and a tail that was cinnamon- 
colored to the tip when viewed from below, indicating a juvenile bird. After a 
moment, the bird with the insect approached the juvenile, whereupon the juvenile 
fluttered its wings in a typical begging display. The adult responded by feeding it 
the insect in its beak. Less than a minute later, the adult captured another flying 
insect and repeated the action. At 0810 the birds flew over a low ridge and out of 
sight to the east and were not observed again. 



Photo 1. Ash-throated Flycatcher observed 10 July 2007 in Kimball County, 
Nebraska (Photo by Joe Gubanyi) 
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Photo 2. Ash-throated Flycatcher observed 10 July 2007 in Kimball County, 
Nebraska (Photo by Joe Gubanyi) 


Sharpe et al. (2001) listed Ash-throated Flycatcher as "Accidental in fall" in 
Nebraska. Ash-throated Flycatcher was placed on "The Official List of the Birds of 
Nebraska" (Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee 1997) by the 
NOURC based on a description of a single bird observed by Richard and Dorothy 
Rosche north of Chadron, Dawes Co., 29 August, 1987 (Mollhoff 1989). There are 
three additional reports of Ash-throated Flycatcher in Nebraska. A single bird with 
no details published was reported in 1957 to the editor of the Nebraska Bird Review 
(Bray et al. 1986, Sharpe et al. 2001). A bird was reported calling in Sowbelly 
Canyon, Sioux Co., 20 July 2000 by observers experienced with the species 
(Silcock 2000a). This record was not reviewed by the NOURC. A record of a single 
bird observed at Riverside Park, Scotts Bluff Co., 4 September 2000 (Silcock 
2000b) was not accepted by the NOURC because the description did not eliminate 
other Myiarchus species (Jorgensen 2002). There is an additional record of a set of 
eggs labeled as Ash-throated Flycatcher collected in Otoe County in 1907 and stored 
in the University of Nebraska State Museum (ZM 08555). It was assumed the eggs 
were misidentified at the time of collection (Ducey 1988, Sharpe et al. 2001). 

Ash-throated Flycatchers are found in arid to semiarid habitat in the 
southwestern U.S. including most of Texas west of the Brazos River, the panhandles 
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of Texas and Oklahoma, the southern and western parts of Colorado, all or most of 
New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, and California (Cardiff and Dittmann 2002). 
Ash-throated Flycatcher reaches the northern limits of its range in southwest 
Wyoming, southeast Idaho, and north into Oregon and Washington along the eastern 
slopes of the Cascades (Cardiff and Dittmann 2002). Ash-throated Flycatcher has not 
been recorded in South Dakota (Tallman et al. 2002), Iowa (Kent and Dinsmore 
1996), or Missouri (Jacobs 2001), and in Kansas is known only from the southwest 
comer of the state (Thompson and Ely, 1989). Vagrant Ash-throated Flycatchers 
have been reported regularly in early winter along the U.S. East (Murphy 1982) and_ 
Gulf coasts. 

The nearest known breeding area to the Nebraska Panhandle Region is about 
160 miles south near Colorado Springs, El Paso Co., Colorado (Kingery 1998). 
During the Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas Project, breeding was documented from 
that area, southeast to the southeast comer of Colorado bordering Kansas (Kingery 
1998). Although not reported breeding during the Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas 
Project (Busby and Zimmerman 2001), Ash-throated Flycatcher has bred in Morton 
County in extreme southwest Kansas (Boyd 1985). In Wyoming, breeding has been 
confirmed only in Sweetwater Co. along the southern border west of the continental 
divide (Dom and Dom 1990). 

Hopefully, observers will look for Ash-throated Flycatchers and other 
southwestern species in appropriate habitat in the Nebraska panhandle. Only time 
and more study will tell if this represents a range expansion or an isolated event and 
whether other scrub-related, xeric-adapted species will follow. 
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Least Bittern, North Lake 
Basin WMA. Seward Co., 
9 June 2007. Photo by 
Joseph Gubanyi. 


Pomarine Jaeger, Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., 17 Sept 2005. Photo by 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, 




Wood Stork, west of Ashland, 
Saunders Co., 2 Aug 2006. 
Photo by Joel G. Jorgensen. 


White-winged Dove, Johnson 
farm, 7 mi. NW of Wakefield, 
Dixon Co., 15 June 2008. 
Photo by Jan Johnson. 
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FIRST NEBRASKA RECORD FOR THE ROYAL TERN 
(Sterna maxima) AND A REVIEW OF REGIONAL RECORDS 

Sarah E. Rehme 1 , Thomas E. Labedz 2 , Don and Janis Paseka 3 

1 Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
2200 N. 33rd St. 

Lincoln, NE 68583 
Current address: 244 Hardin Hall 
University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, NE 68583-0984 
srehme@bigred.unl.edu 

2 University of Nebraska State Museum 
W-436 Nebraska Hall 

Lincoln, NE 68588-0514 
tlabedzl@unl.edu 

3 1585 County Rd. 14 Blvd. 

Ames, NE 68621 
paseka76@gmail.com 



Photo 1. Taken 8 Sep 2007 at Lake North, Platte Co., Nebraska, by Janis Paseka. 
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On the afternoon of 8 Sept 2007, Don and Janis Paseka discovered a large 
tem on the causeway that separates Lake North from Lake Babcock, north of 
Columbus, Platte County, Nebraska, The causeway consists of a road next to Lake 
North and a low cement wall next to Lake Babcock. They observed the tem at 
approximately 1630 CDT standing on the low wall, on the west side of the 
causeway. The tem remained standing on the wall as they drove to within 15 feet 
and photographed it. The tem was standing with its wings drooping (Photo 1), and 
the fact that it allowed such a close approach indicated that it was in some distress, 
although there were no obvious injuries. The Caspian Tem {Sterna caspia ) is the 
expected large tem species in Nebraska, but it was soon apparent from the white 
forehead, black crest, and the size and color of the bill that this was not a Caspian, 
but a Royal Tem (Sterna maxima ). After the initial sighting on 8 Sep 2007, the bird 
was observed and photographed on 9 Sep by multiple observers (NEbirds 2007). The 
bird was observed by Sarah Rehme on 9 Sep to be dragging its wings on the ground 
and stumbling, but it was still able to fly. This is the first documented occurrence of 
a Royal Tem in Nebraska (Sharpe et al. 2001). 

SIGHTING DETAILS 

The tem was found dead at about 1330h, 10 Sept by William Flack. The 
carcass was salvaged by Rehme at 1500h on the same day under authorization of the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. The carcass was donated to the University 
of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM). The specimen was prepared as a round skin, 
spread wing, and partial skeleton by Thomas Labedz and added to the research 
collection as ZM-18317 (Photo 3). Ectoparasites were retained from the carcass and 



Photo 2. Taken 9 Sep 2007 at Lake North, Platte Co., Nebraska, by Sarah Rehme. 
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delivered to the UNSM Division of Parasitology (HWML-48693). Examination 
during preparation revealed the bird to be an adult female in definitive basic plumage 
with average linear measurements, compared with adult female Sterna maxima 
maxima measurements given by Buckley and Buckley 2002. The tern was 
underweight at 282.2 grams. An adult female S. m. maxima generally weighs 
between 300-585 grams (Mailing, Olsen, and Larsson 1995). 

The bird’s cause of death was unclear. Labedz saw no indication as to the 
cause of the low weight (i.e., no intestinal blockage) or subsequent death. Starvation 
was indicated by lack of fat on the specimen, reduced muscle mass, and lack of oil 
in the uropygial gland, but Labedz did not consider the bird completely emaciated. It 
is possible the bird succumbed to hypothermia, as low temperatures for 8, 9, and 10 
Sept were 54, 53, and 49 degrees Fahrenheit, respectively. Temperatures on 9 and 10 
Sept did not exceed 64 degrees Fahrenheit. The total precipitation for 9 Sept was 
0.37 in. and 1.22 in. for 10 Sept, and wind gusts were as high as 15 m.p.h. on 9 
Sept (Curtis 2008). The lungs and heart appeared healthy. The stomach contained 
very minor amounts of digested food including fish bones, two of which were 
retained and in identification compared favorably with dorsal fin rays of sunfish 
(Perciformes: Centrarchidae). 

INLAND OCCURRENCES 

Sterna maxima maxima , the New World subspecies of Royal Tern, is 
strictly coastal in distribution (Buckley and Buckley 2002). Rare inland from coastal 
states, a handful of mid-continent records exists. One healthy bird was observed 1 
Jan 1989 at Lake Hefner and Kid’s Lake, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, among Ring¬ 
billed Gulls ( Larus delawarensis). The bird was last sighted 19 Jan 1989 (Newell 
and Newell 1989). Another Great Plains Record is an adult observed at Neenoshe 
Reservoir in Kiowa County, Colorado, 15-16 July 1997. The bird was among Long¬ 
billed Curlews ( Numenius americanus ), Marbled Godwits ( Limosa fedoa\ Forster’s 
Terns ( Sterna forsteri ), and Ring-billed Gulls (Nelson 1999). An altemate-plumaged 
adult was videotaped 17 June 2004 at Big Johnson Reservoir in El Paso County, 
Colorado (Semo 2008). Iowa’s first Royal Tern was seen at Lake Rathbun in 
Appanoose County 20 Aug-14 Sept 2005 (Dinsmore and Gilliam 2005). Other 
regional inland records are listed in Table L The 1986 Arkansas specimen (Table 1) 
was also female and is retained in the zoological collections at the University of 
Arkansas even though the university’s museum no longer exists. The specimen was 
believed to have been shot (James et al. 1994). 


Inland sightings of strictly coastal birds often occur following hurricane and 
tropical storm activity. The Nebraska Royal Tern may have been driven inland by 
the same weather system that brought a frigatebird (Fregata sp.), photographed 28 
Aug 2007, to the Norfolk, Nebraska, area (Silcock 2007) and a female Magnificent 
Frigatebird ( Fregata magnificens ) to Spirit Lake, Iowa, on 2-3 Sept 2007 (Dinsmore 
and Gilliam 2008). The following storm activity occurred during the weeks 
preceding the sighting of the Nebraska Royal Tern: Hurricane Dean made landfall on 
the Yucatan Peninsula 21 Aug, Tropical Storm Erin made landfall in Texas as a 
tropical depression 16 Aug, Hurricane Felix made landfall in Nicaragua 4 Sep, and 
Tropical Storm Gabrielle made landfall in South Carolina 9 Sept (AccuWeather.com 
2007). 




to 


Date 

State 

County 

Notes 

Reference I 

5 Sep 1965 

Wisconsin 

Outagamie 


Gorney (2008) 

7 Sep 1985 

Illinois 

Cook 


Bohlen (1989) 

18 Jun- 
15 Jul 1985 

Wisconsin 

Manitowoc 

1st state record, among 

Common and Caspian Terns 

Soule (1986) and Peterson 
(1986) 

14-15 Jun 1986 

Arkansas 

Lonoke 

Specimen 88-51-1 at UA 

Museum 

James, et al. (1994) 

6 Jul 1986 

Wisconsin 

Manitowoc 


Sontag (1987) 

13 Jul 1988 

Illinois 

Cook 


Bohlen (1989) 

2-3 Aug 1988 

Wisconsin 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee Coast Guard 
Impoundment 

Peterson (1989) 

19 Jan 1989 

Oklahoma 

Oklahoma 

See text 

Newell and Newell (1989) 

18 Jun 1993 

Illinois 

Cook 


Gorney (2008) 

20-21 Jul 1995 

Ohio 

Lorain 

With gulls and terns in harbor 

BIRDCNTR Archives (1995) 

29 Jun 1996 

Indiana 

LaPorte 

Photos on file with Indiana 

Bird Records Committee 

Bruner (1997) 

15-16 July 1997 

Colorado 

Kiowa 

1st state record, see text 

Nelson (1999) 

22 May-15 Jun 
1999 

Indiana 

LaPorte 

Video on file with Indiana 

Bird Records Committee 

Bruner (2000) 

13 Aug 2002 

Arkansas 

Miller 

: 3 birds 

Arkansas Audubon Society 
(2004) 

17-23 June 2004 

Colorado 

El Paso 

Video on file with Colorado 

Field Ornithologists 

Semo (2008) 

20-21 Aug 2005 

Iowa 

Appanoose 

1st state record; see text 

Dinsmore and Gilliam (2005) 

1 Sep 2005 

Tennessee 

Shelby 

Hurricane Katrina generated 

FreeLists.org/TN-bird (2005) 

25 Sep 2005 

Arkansas 

Ouachita 

Probably hurricane generated 

Arkansas Audubon Society 
(2004) 


Table 1. Sightings of Royal Tern from the central United States. 
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While hurricane or tropical storm activity may have contributed to the 
appearance of the Royal Tern in Nebraska, other regional observations appear not to 
be linked with these types of weather systems. No hurricane activity occurred near 
the time of the 1989 Oklahoma record, but Newell and Newell stated, “The weather 
was cold that day with strong winds and icy conditions.” (1989). In the dates 
preceding the 1985 Illinois sighting, Hurricane Elena (category 3) made landfall in 
Mississippi 2 Sept 1985. Hurricane Danny, a category 1 from 18-20 July, could 
have led to the 1997 Colorado sighting (NOAA Coastal Services Center 2007), but 
Nelson reported an “absence of wind” (1999). The 2005 Tennessee sighting is 
believed to have been brought about by Hurricane Katrina, which made landfall in 
Louisiana as a category 3 on 29 Aug 2005 (NOAA Coastal Services Center 2007). 
No other significant hurricane activity was found around the dates of the other 
sightings listed in Table 1. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The Royal Tem discovered at Lake North in 2007 represents the first 
documented record for Nebraska and is the northernmost record for the Great Plains. 
It is unlikely that it will ever be known what circumstances, or combination of 
circumstances, contributed to the occurrence and subsequent death of this Royal Tem 
in Platte County, Nebraska. We speculate that weather systems in the Gulf of 
Mexico may have played a role. Perhaps an ailment caused disorientation and 
contributed to the bird's dispersal. We were unable to pinpoint an exact cause of 
death. Pending approval by the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee, 
this species will be added to the Nebraska Official List. 



Photo 3. Taken 26 Sep 2007 by Sarah E. Rehme. 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2008 
compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

Despite this cool, wet spring, warbler enthusiasts were thrilled by one of the 
best showings in years, with Chestnut-sided, Magnolia, Black-throated Green, 
Blackburnian, and Mourning Warblers leading the charge. Swallows also as a group 
arrived early, including a record early Barn Swallow, and record early Western 
Tanagers (yes, more than one) appeared, surprisingly, in the east. There were no 
reports of mortality due to cold or excessive moisture; apparently food sources were 
unaffected. The large incursion of Purple Finches and the smaller one of Mountain 
Chickadees continued into the spring period, with impressive totals. 

Identification of Catharus thrushes is more difficult in the field than field 
guides might indicate because of the tendency of birds to stay in areas where lighting 
is inconsistent and often sub-par for viewing. Thus reports without details earlier 
than late April are difficult to evaluate; also adding to the problems this spring was a 
higher than usual number of Hermit Thrushes. 

Some exciting rarities were reported; most exciting was Nebraska’s first 
Grace’s Warbler, a bird well-documented with photos. Others were two 



Grace’s Warbler, Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Garden Co., 
4 May 2008. Photo by Cory Gregory. 
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Black-throated Gray Warblers, a Golden-crowned Sparrow, and several other species 
considered casual in occurrence. 

Species formerly considered zooties, but now mere ordinaries, include White¬ 
winged Dove, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, even Glossy Ibis. 

All in all, a spring with something for everyone! 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L SRA, Lancaster Co 
Cem: Cemetery 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 

L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy SRA, Keith Co 

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 

LO: L Ogallala SRA, Keith Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NNF: Nebraska National Forest 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L SRA, Lancaster Co 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin 

eastern RWB, mostly Fillmore, Clay and surrounding counties 
western RWB, mostly Phelps Co 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 
SRA: State Recreation Area 
WGP: Walnut Grove Park, Omaha 
WMA: Wildlife Management Area (State) 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: Waterfowl Production Area (Federal) 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, s. Sioux Co 

GAZETTEER: 

Burchard L: WMA, Pawnee Co 

DeSoto: NWR, Washington Co 

Forest Lawn: Cem, Omaha 

Funk: WPA, Phelps Co 

Hultine: WPA, Clay Co 

Johnson L: SRA, Gosper and Dawson Cos 

Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co 
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Waco-Spikerush: Waco WPA and Spikerush WMA, York Co 
Wehrspann L: Chaleo Hills Recreation Area, Sarpy Co 


OBSERVERS 

AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

ARy: Allen Reyer, Bellevue 

AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney 

BA: Byron Alberts, North Platte 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 

BGe: Bob Gerten, Burwell 

BGf: Benjamin Griffith, Merrimack, NH 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: “Thousands” were in Sarpy Co 2 Mar (CNK) and 
1547 in Lancaster Co 8 Mar (LE); 3 stragglers were still at Hultine 31 May 
(PD). Rare in the Panhandle, 42 were in Scotts Bluff Co 2 Apr, one on 15 
Mar, and 2 on 9 Apr (AK). 

Snow Goose: “Hundreds of thousands” were in York and Otoe Cos 2 Mar (JGJ, 
CNK); unusually high numbers for the west were in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Mar, 
when a record spring tally of 50-75,000 was at Cochran L (AK). Best count 
after Mar was the 100 stragglers in the e. RWB 10 May (JGJ); 20-30 were at 
both Hultine and Kirkpatrick Basin North WMA, York Co, mid-late May 
(WRS, PD). 

Ross’s Goose: A few were reported statewide; the best count was 100 at BOL 8 Mar 
(LE). Stragglers included singles at Hultine 31 May (PD) and HCR the same 
day (G&WH). 

Cackling Goose: Routine reports. 

Canada Goose: Broods were first noted as expected in early May statewide (KD, 
P&DD, BGe, TJW). 

Trumpeter Swan: Last away from breeding areas were 3 near Ashland 7 Apr (LH), 
where at least 2 were present since 18 Mar (WM), and one near Waco 6 Apr 
(JGJ). 

Tundra Swan: The only report was of 3 in Dakota Co 24 Mar (JJ); migration is 
mostly in Mar. 

Wood Duck: Earliest were 3 at PL 9 Mar (JGJ), and first fledglings were noted in 
Omaha 5 May (JED), rather early. 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Wigeon: A rare but regular spring migrant in the RWB, one was in 
Adams Co 5 Mar (KS) and a male was at Waco-Spikerush 6 Apr (JGJ). 
American Wigeon: Routine reports. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Rather early were singles in Seward Co 4 Mar (LE) and Banner 
Co 6 Mar (WF). 

Cinnamon Teal: This species was at its “most numerous in the e. RWB since the 
1990s” (JGJ); a total of at least 5 were found 24 Mar-4 May (PD, JGJ, TJW), 
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including a pair at Hultine (JGJ). At North Platte 1-2 were seen n. of the 
airport 29 Mar-15 Apr (TJW); this is becoming a regular location. 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail: The 800-1000 in Otoe Co 2 Mar was a good count for the 
Missouri River Valley (CNK). 

Green-winged Teal: “Thousands” were in the e. RWB 29 Mar (JGJ). Of interest 
were 2 males at Funk as late as 31 May (KS); this species breeds casually in 
the RWB. 

Canvasback: Best count was 700 at Diamond Bar L, McPherson Co 10 Mar (JGJ). 
Rather late away from breeding areas were singles at LO 16 May (SJD) and 
25 May in Rock Co (LR, RH). 

Redhead: Routine reports. 

Ring-necked Duck: Stragglers were a single in Scotts Bluff Co 24 May (AK) and 2 
in the e. RWB 26 May (JGJ). This species is not currently known to breed in 
Nebraska. 

Greater Scaup: Numbers were higher than usual, with at least 33 reported 
statewide; latest were 2 in Garden Co 30 Apr (RE) and 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 
29 Apr (KD). 

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 

BufUehead: The 248 at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 31 Mar (JGJ) was a good spring 
count. 

Common Goldeneye: One in Sarpy Co 10 May (fide CNK) was a bit tardy. 

Hooded Merganser: Best count was a record 100 at GPD 29 Mar (BFH), and 23 
were in one group in the e. RWB 13 Apr (JGJ). A female with 3 young at 
Benson Park Lagoon, Omaha, 9 May (CNK) was the 3rd confirmed breeding 
record since 1915, the second as recently as 2005. 

Common Merganser: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Merganser: By far a record spring count was the 300 at L Yankton, 
Cedar Co, 29 Mar (BFH). Good numbers were reported, mostly in the east, 
about 410 in all; first were 18 at BOL 16 Mar (JGJ), and last were 5 in Sarpy 
Co 19 Apr (EB). Rare in the west, one was in Scotts Bluff Co 3 Apr (BN). 

Ruddy Duck: The 3 at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 2 Mar (JGJ) were rather early; 
earliest dates are in late Feb. 

Gray Partridge: Rarely reported recently, this species seems to be at a low ebb in 
Nebraska. The only report was of 3 nw. of Laurel, Cedar Co, 23 Mar (DSt). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Small but apparently increasing numbers occur s. of the 
Platte River in the Panhandle; 8 were in Banner Co 18 Apr (JGJ). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: The 21 leks in a 35-mile survey route in ne. Lincoln Co 
20 Mar, including one with 40+ males (TJW), suggest a healthy population 
there. The e. RWB population continues to occupy leks near water; one at 
Hultine was on a strip of land in the middle of the marsh surrounded by 
water; it “looked rather funny surrounded by Snow Geese and Green-winged 
Teal” (PD). Two birds present 12 May continued from last year on a new lek 
at Kirkpatrick Basin South WMA, York Co (JGJ). 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite: Routine reports. 

Pacific Loon: The only report was of one at BOL 20 and 28 Mar (LE, details), a 
rather early date and only the 3rd spring record for Nebraska. 
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Common Loon: About 35 were reported w. to LM, where the best count of 7 was 
made 17 Apr (JGJ). Sightings ranged from a rather early 22 Mar at BOL 
(JGJ) through 20 May (2) at LM (LE). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports. 

Horned Grebe: Good numbers were reported statewide 29 Mar (BFH) through 30 
Apr (LE), with best count a moderate 17 at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 6 Apr 
(JGJ). 

Eared Grebe: Routine reports. 

Western Grebe: Large numbers occur Apr-May at LM; this year 14,100 were 
counted 16 May (SJD). 

Clark’s Grebe: The 6 reports were westerly, as expected: singles were in Scotts 
Bluff Co 29 Apr (KD) and 17 and 24 May (fide UL, AK), 2 were at LM 16 
May (SJD), one was at Scottsbluff 18 May (LE) and one was north of 
Oshkosh 19 May (LE). 

American White Pelican: Routine reports. 

Neotropic Cormorant: Details were provided for one reported as a “’’possible” at 
Hultine 31 May; unfortunately diagnostic features could not be seen well 
(PD). There are 7 Nebraska records 2 May-2 Oct. 

Double-crested Cormorant: That this species often follows major river valleys in 
migration was shown by several large flocks, total 1500-2000 birds, 
following the Platte River eastward from the vicinity of Highway 75 and 
turning north to follow the Missouri River 9 Apr (CNK). 

American Bittern: Several were reported from the e. RWB 26 Apr (PD) through 17 
May (PD, m. ob.); this species is only a casual breeder there, with egg dates 
beginning late May. 

Least Bittern: Surprisingly, given the excellent water conditions in e. Nebraska, 
there was only one report, of 3-4 at Hultine 31 May (PD); this species 
becomes more conspicuous in mid-summer when young are being fed. 

Great Blue Heron: Birds were “on nests” rather early on 23 Mar in Washington Co 
(CB). 

Great Egret: Routine reports. 

Snowy Egret: One near Tamora 16 Apr (RE) was rather early. 

Little Blue Heron: The only report was a subadult at Wehrspann L 16 May (JWH). 

Cattle Egret: Only about 20 were reported, earliest were 2 in Lincoln Co 15 Apr 
(TJW) where the species is rare; surprising also were 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 25 
May (KD) and one there 28 May (AK). 

Green Heron: Routine reports. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports. 

Glossy Ibis: This species is being reported more often each year, as numbers of 
White-faced Ibis increase markedly (see next species); this year the 3 reports 
of Glossy Ibis by experienced observers, documented by photographs and 
descriptions, were the 17th-19th for the state, the first as recent as 1999. 
Singles were at Green Wing WMA, Clay Co, 3-4 May (JGJ, photo), LM 16 
May (SJD, details), and at Mallard Haven WPA, Fillmore Co 18 May (JGJ, 
photo). Hybrids occur also, but seem to be less often reported in Nebraska as 
numbers of Glossy Ibis increase. Only one probable hybrid was noted, that in 
the e. RWB 12 May (JGJ). 

White-faced Ibis: This species is becoming abundant in spring migration in 
Nebraska; the 3 highest spring counts on record were in 2006 and 2008. This 
year about 400 were reported, including 60-100 near the North Platte airport 
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29 Apr (RE), 65+ at Funk 31 May (KS), and 60 in the e. RWB 4 May (JGJ). 
Nesting was in progress at Hultine by 31 May, when 33 birds were present 
and 4-6 nests, one with 2 eggs, were found (PD). Nesting has occurred in the 
e. RWB in 2001, 2005, 2007, and 2008. 

Turkey Vulture: One at DeSoto NWR 1 Mar (CB) was rather early; earliest dates 
are in the last few days of Feb. Best tally was 30 in Scottsbluff 5 Apr 
(P&DD). 

Osprey: What appears to be the first breeding record for at least 40 years was a nest 
under construction with two birds, thought to be young adults, in attendance 
15 May 2008 on a telephone pole at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co (see 
photo in The Nebraska Bird Review , March 2008, p. 14); part of the nest 
blew down in a storm 24 May, although the adults were still present (BGr, 
fide AK). One at FF 29 May (ARy) was tardy. 

Mississippi Kite: At least one had returned to Ogallala by 24 Apr (fide CWH); this 
is the 4th-earliest arrival date on record. 

Bald Eagle: Best count was 60 in the RWB 13 Mar (RE). Nesting pairs in the state 
now total 50+ (fide JGJ). A new nest was in McPherson Co 13 Mar (JGJ), 
and an adult was incubating by the Platte River near Highway 75 by 20 Mar 
(KSc). 

Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper’s Hawk: A pair in Bellevue became “very active” 18 Mar and were breaking 
twigs 28 Mar (L&BP); nesting birds were noted near Plattsmouth 12 May 
(CNK) and 2 nests were in Omaha 30 May (ME). This species is a rather 
common nester, although secretive. 

Northern Goshawk: The only report was of one in Omaha 16 Mar (JRi). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Continuing a series of sightings at PL was a single 4 Mar 
(LE); it is likely this species is breeding in the area, although so far no more 
than single birds have been reported. The only other reports were of single 
birds at FF, a regular location, 19 Apr (CNK) and 26 Apr (SF). 

Broad-winged Hawk: This species migrates mainly through e. Nebraska in spring, 
but it occurs rarely as far w. as the Panhandle, where there are now 23 
records; one was in Banner Co 4 May (KD, P&DD), and another was at 
CLNWR 16 May (SJD). About 10 others were reported in the east: one in 
Cedar Co 29 Mar (BFH, details) was rather early, and 2 in Hastings 5-12 
May (PD) were westerly. 

Swainson’s Hawk: Routine reports. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Two dark birds (not “Harlan’s”) wintering n. of Peru were last 
seen 7 Apr (WRS). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Best count was 12 in Kimball and Banner Cos 24 Mar (KD). 

Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Merlin: Routine reports. 

Prairie Falcon: Routine reports. 

Peregrine Falcon: Nesting was underway by early Apr at both Lincoln and Omaha, 
each nest with 3 eggs (fide NFa, fide JGJ). However, neither nest was 
successful. The Omaha female, Hera, was injured in a fight with another 
falcon 5 May and placed in a recovery center. Her two hatched young and 3 
eggs were removed 12 May, when the 2 young died and the 3 eggs were 
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determined to be unviable (http://www.woodmen.org/falcons). In Lincoln, 4 
eggs were present 15 Apr, but by 12 May only one egg remained. It was 
removed 16 May, but re-nesting did not occur (http://www.ngpc.state. 
ne.us/wildlife/falcon.asp). Migrants were reported as expected 19 Apr (CNK, 
JRi) through 17 May (PD). 

Yellow Rail: Only the 16th spring report for this species in Nebraska was one 
flushed twice and seen well at Kirkpatrick Basin North WMA, York Co, by 
an experienced observer 15 May (SJD, details). Ten of the 16 reports are in 
the period 26 Apr-15 May. 

Virginia Rail: One at WSR 17 Mar (HKH) must have wintered nearby; migrants 
generally arrive in mid-Apr. 

Sora: Routine reports. 

American Coot: The 2000 at Summit Res SRA, Burt Co, 8 Apr (CNK) was an 
excellent count. 

Sandhill Crane: Stragglers were singles in Seward Co 16 May (JGJ), Fillmore Co 
18 May (JGJ), and Buffalo Co 19 May (RP). A good westerly count was 
25,000-30,000 at North River WMA, Lincoln Co, 25 Mar (TJW). A pair in 
Morrill Co raised a chick this year (fide AK), the 4th year that at least one 
chick has been produced at this location. 

Common Crane: It appears there were 2 Common Cranes in Nebraska this spring, 
the 9th and 10th records. One was in Buffalo and Kearney Cos near Rowe 
Sanctuaiy 6-9 Mar (SS, ST, m.ob.), and another was near Hershey 30 Mar-6 
Apr (LF, m.ob.). Both were photographed (http://www.birdchick.com/ 
uploaded_images/Common-Crane-with-Sandhills-Tekiela-TEK7423- 
721547.jpg). The latter bird may have been the same bird that was at Quivira 
in Kansas 23 Mar (fide MT). 

Whooping Crane: The only reports were of 3-5 in the e. RWB 2-14 Apr (JGJ). 

Black-bellied Plover: Best count was an excellent 200 in the e. RWB 12-13 May 
(JGJ). 

American Golden-Plover: A flock of 38 near Talmage 29 Mar (WRS) was rather 
early. Best count was 250, in the e. RWB 10 and 17 May (JGJ). 

Snowy Plover: The only reports were of singles, possibly the same bird, at Hultine 
1 May (PD) and 10 May (JGJ). This is a rare but regular spring migrant in 
the e. RWB. 

Semipalmated Plover: Routine reports. 

Piping Plover: Five migrants were reported in the east 13 Apr-19 May (JGJ, SR, 
TJW), and a single was at CLNWR 16-17 May (SJD), where breeding 
occurred in 2007. 

Killdeer: First young reported were “tiny” on 15 May in Cass Co (RE), about on 
time. 

Mountain Plover: Earliest were 3 in sw. Kimball Co 26 Mar(LS), tying the 2nd- 
earliest spring date; 8 others were reported there through 18 May (m. ob.). 

Black-necked Stilt: Most reports were from the west as expected, earliest a single 
on 19 Apr in Sheridan Co (WF); easterly were singles at Hultine 26 May 
(JGJ) and at Funk 31 May (KS). 

American Avocet: One in Scotts Bluff Co 1 Apr (BN) was a bit early, and a near- 
record spring count was the 192 at LNB 17 Apr (D&JP). The 2 nests, each 
with 4 eggs, at Hultine 31 May (PD) were two of only a handful of e. RWB 
breeding records. 

Spotted Sandpiper: The 69 at Oliver Res 18 May (SJD) was an excellent count. 
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Solitary Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Rather early was one in Lincoln 3 Mar (JGJ), and the 100+ in 
Dixon Co 17 Apr (JJ) was a good count. 

Willet: Uncommon eastward, one was at Burchard L 26 Apr (WRS) and another in 
Douglas Co 19 Apr (UL, NL). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 

Upland Sandpiper: One in Lincoln Co 4 Apr (TJW) was rather early, and the 20 in 
Lancaster Co 29 Apr (RE) was a good tally. 

Whimbrel: Usually a rare spring migrant, especially in Apr, more than usual were 
reported: singles were at Ayr L, Adams Co, 26 Apr (PD) and WSR 27 Apr 
(HKH), and 9 were near Green Acres WPA, Clay Co, 11 May (JGJ). 

Long-billed Curlew: An easterly surprise was one in York Co 7 Apr (AG, BG), 
one of only a handful of RWB records; most of which are recent. 

Hudsonian Godwit: Arrival was on the early side, with 14 near Harvard 13 Apr 
(JGJ), and several other reports over the following few days. The 107 at Funk 
18 Apr (JD fide JGJ) was a good count. Migrants are rare westward, with 
only about a dozen Panhandle records, and so a female near North Platte 17 
Apr (TJW, details) was unexpected, as were 5 in Scotts Bluff Co 16 May 
(LE) and one in Morrill Co 19 May (LE). 

Marbled Godwit: One in Douglas Co 25 Apr (JT), another on the DeSoto NWR 
spring count 3 May (fide JT), and 8 in Dixon Co 16-17 Apr (JJ) were good 
finds that far east. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Reports have been more numerous in recent springs, and at least 
27 were found 3-26 May, including 10 at Hultine 18 May (JGJ). Rarer 
westward, with only about 15 reports from the west half of the state, one was 
near Wellfleet 15 May (TJW). 

Sanderling: Routine reports. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: This is an abundant migrant in spring in the e. RWB. 
A record spring count was the 3500 in the e. RWB 4 May (JGJ); 2000 were 
there 3 May and 2500 on 18 May (JGJ). 

Western Sandpiper: Rarer in spring than in fall, the only reports were of 6 at 
Hultine 27 Apr (PD) and one at Funk 18 May (WRS). 

Least Sandpiper: The 400 in the e. RWB 3 May (JGJ) was an excellent count. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Seven at Hultine 27 Apr (PD) were a bit early, and the 
3000 in the e. RWB 19 May (JGJ) was a good count. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: The 1100 in the RWB 4 May (JGJ) was an excellent count. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Dunlin: Numbers of this species have been good in recent years; about 145 were 
reported, from Antelope Co eastward as expected, including 50 in the e. 
RWB 18 May (JGJ). 

Stilt Sandpiper: The 2800 in the e. RWB 18 May was a record spring count; 
included were single-location counts of 875 at Hultine and 730 at Redhead 
WMA, Fillmore Co (JGJ). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: A record count was the 850 in the e. RWB 17 May, 
including 422 in a single field (JGJ). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Several early arrivals were reported: 6 in Burt Co 26 Apr 
(JJ), one calling at Hultine 27 Apr (PD) and one there 29 Apr (TJW), and 7 
in Scotts Bluff Co 28 Apr (KD). A record count was the 140 in the e. RWB 
12 May, including 97 at one location (JGJ). 



60 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 76 No. 2 


Long-billed Dowitcher: A record spring count was the amazing 4750 in the e. 
RWB 4 May; this included 1300 at Hultine (JGJ). Hultine had a higher tally, 
1377, on 3 May (JGJ). Numbers in the e. RWB dropped rapidly after early 
May; only 300 were found 11 May, 40 on 18 May, and one on 26 May 
(JGJ). 

Wilson’s Snipe: One winnowing near Talmage 7 Apr (WRS) was a surprise that far 
s. and e., although birds sometimes winnow during migration {Birds of 
North America Online). 

American Woodcock: The 3 at BOL 2 Apr (JLL) and 2 in Cedar Co 12 Apr (MG) 
were within the expected range, but a bit westerly were 3 at Harold Anderson 
WMA, Howard Co, 19 Apr, where they were present last year also (SM), and 
1-2 at Spencer Dam, Holt Co, 16 Apr (WF). 

Wilson’s Phalarope: A record count for the e. RWB was the 5000 there 4 May 
(JGJ); state spring records are from the west, highest is the 10,000 at North 
Platte SL 6 May 2006. 

Red-necked Phalarope: One near North Platte 23 Apr (TJW) was 2nd-earliest on 
record. Rare eastward, 14 in Webster Co 15 May (LE) were unexpected. 

Franklin’s Gull: Routine reports. 

Little Gull: One cited here for 13 Mar 2007 was in fact a Mew Gull (see that 
species). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: The 238 in Lincoln 8 Apr (JGJ) was a good count. 

Mew Gull: One in Lancaster Co 13 Mar 2007 (JGJ) was incorrectly cited here as a 
Little Gull. 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: An adult at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 19 Mar (JGJ) was only the 
7th spring record in the east. Reports from expected locations were one in 
Scotts Bluff Co 3 Apr (BN) and 3 at LM 16 May (SJD). 

Herring Gull: Routine reports. 

Thayer’s Gull: The only report was of 3 at Johnson L 31 Mar (JGJ). Migrants 
(birds not noted in winter) are rarely reported. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Essentially a spring and fall migrant in Nebraska, 
increasing in numbers significantly in recent years, at least 4 were reported: a 
2nd-year bird was at BOL 9 Mar (JGJ), 1-2 adults were at Johnson L 11-13 
Mar (JGJ), and an adult was in Lincoln 19-20 Mar (JGJ). 

Glaucous Gull: The only reports were of one at Johnson L 11 Mar (JGJ) and a 
rather late “near-adult” at Capitol Beach, Lincoln, 31 Mar (JGJ). 

Least Tern: Routine reports. 

Caspian Tern: Two at LNB 23 Apr (JGJ, MB) were rather early; 6-7 others were 
reported, about as expected. 

Black Tern: Routine reports. 

Common Tern: About 21 in all were reported 2 May (JRi), 2nd-earliest on record, 
through 17 May (SJD); best count was an excellent 11 at LM 16 May (SJD). 

Forster’s Tern: Routine reports. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Band-tailed Pigeon: The bird that wintered at Ceresco was last reported 22 Mar 
(fide MB). 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Routine reports. 

White-winged Dove: Now regularly reported in spring and summer, there were at 
least 6 reports of 7 birds: one in Lincoln Co 20-23 Mar (TJW), one in North 
Platte 30 Mar (LBr), one in Omaha 20 Apr (RS), 1-2 in Omaha 3-23 May 
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(LH), one in Chadron 12 May (JF), and “at least a pair” in Fairmont 28 May 
(JR). 

Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Arrival was later than usual; first reports, both on 23 May, 
were from FF (JRi) and Douglas Co (TP). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Three of the 4 reports were westerly, where reports are fewer, 
singles were in Lincoln Co 17 May (TJW) and 31 May (TJW), in Custer Co 
26 May (TH), and in Nebraska City 30 May (L&CF). 

Barn Owl: Rather early were singles in Scotts Bluff Co 15 Mar (BN), Buffalo Co 
16 Mar(DBe), and Broken Bow 2 Apr (TH). A night survey yielded 2-3 in 
cedar canyons in se. Lincoln Co 19 May (TJW). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: A rather early nestling was found 25 Mar in Lincoln Co 
(TJW). 

Snowy Owl: The last of 3-4 for the winter was in Kimball Co 26 Mar (LS), 6th- 
latest on record. 

Burrowing Owl: Routine reports. 

Barred Owl: Somewhat westerly was one in Adams Co 10 Mar (PD). A nest box in 
Douglas Co had 2 eggs 7 Apr (DSt). 

Long-eared Owl: Three almost-fledged young were photographed in Keith Co 28 
May (CWH); this species apparently nests statewide, but nests are rarely 
reported. The only other report was of one calling at Smith L WMA, 
Sheridan Co, 18 Apr (WF); nesting has occurred there. 

Short-eared Owl: More than usual, 12 in all, were reported statewide. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Although long-suspected, breeding has not been proven 
on the Pine Ridge; thus of interest was a calling bird at Chadron SP, Dawes 
Co 16 Apr (JGJ). Also intriguing were 2-3 heard on a night survey in the 
cedar canyons of southeast Lincoln Co 19 May (TJW). There are a few 
records mid-Apr through early Jun in various parts of the state. Most if not 
all of these may be of migrants; data on departure timing of wintering birds 
are lacking. 

Common Nighthawk: Routine reports. 

Common Poorwill: The count of 3 in the cedar canyons of se. Lincoln Co 19 May 
was considered low (TJW); “dozens” were there in Jun 2007 (TJW). 

Chuck-will’s-widow: The only report was of 2 at ICSP, a regular location, 17 May 
(JRi). 

Whip-poor-will: Routine reports. 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 

White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Bill Huntley reported interesting hummer 
happenings in Keith Co; at least 2 “females” attended a Keith Co feeder 2 
Jun-2 Jul and a single “female” was at another feeder 16-24 Jun. These may 
have been year-old birds (if indeed this species) not completing migration, as 
year-old birds may arrive late at breeding grounds (Birds of North America 
Online). This species has nested in Keith Co previously. 

Belted Kingfisher: Two birds exhibiting “either territorial behavior or merely a 
dispute” were observed in Webster Co 28 Mar (WF); at this date the latter 
explanation is more likely, as limited Nebraska data indicate that most egg- 
laying is in late May and early Jun. 




62 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 76 No. 2 


Red-headed Woodpecker: One at FF 6 Apr (CNK) was a bit early if not wintering; 
most arrive in the se. in late Apr. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Routine reports. 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Record late for a “Red-shafted” bird was one in Knox Co 3 May 
(JRi); most leave the east by mid-Apr. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were from FF and nearby, as expected; a high count 
of 4 at 3 locations there 14 May (JRi) and 2-3 on 24 Mar (CNK) were 
suggestive of at least two breeding pairs continuing in the area. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Few were reported, only about 6; earliest was on time at 
FF 12 May (PS). 

Western Wood-Pewee: Routine reports. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at DeSoto NWR 3 May (JT) was rather early, while one 
at North Platte 27 May (TJW) was westerly. The latter was the observer’s 3rd 
in about 7 years in Lincoln Co; this species is only casual in occurrence as far 
west as the Panhandle. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: The only reports were of singles at ADF 5 May (L&CF, 
details), a record early date, and in Cass Co 15 May (RE). 

Acadian Flycatcher: Only one of this late-arriving species was reported, at FF 31 
May (CNK). 

Alder Flycatcher: This species (as are most species in this group) is difficult to 
identify unless calling, but data indicate that it is at least a fairly common 
spring migrant. Many reports were received 16-31 May, including a record 
high count of 14, 9 of which were singing, at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 25 
May (JGJ). It was “numerous” at FF 28 May (JRi) and “many” were there 31 
May (CNK). Uncommon westward, a surprise was one at LO 16 May (SJD), 
which was rather early. 

Willow Flycatcher: Of interest was an influx of Empidonax flycatchers at Riverside 
Park, Nebraska City, 11 May; none were calling at a time when Least 
Flycatchers are vocal, and medium (rather than short) primary extension 
length, minimal eye-rings, and small-headed appearance led the observer 
(WRS) to conclude these were Willow Flycatchers (or, more conservatively. 
Willow/Alder), rather than the expected Least Flycatchers at that date (this is 
also a very early date for Alder Flycatcher). Another Willow was identified in 
Scotts Bluff Co 11 May (KD), and a “probable” was at FF 14 May (JRi). 

Least Flycatcher: Reports were widespread; best count was the 16 at DeSoto NWR 
3 May (fide JT). Earliest in the east was at FF 1 May (JRi) and in the west in 
Lincoln Co 4 May (TJW) and Scotts Bluff Co 14 May (fide AK). 

Dusky Flycatcher: Only the 5th documented spring record was a single at Oliver 
Res 16 May (SJD, details). 

Corditleran Flycatcher: Not often detected in migration, even on the Eastern 
Colorado Plains, the only report was of one at Scottsbluff 18 May (SJD). 

Eastern Phoebe: One at North Platte 20 Mar (LBr) was rather early that far west; 
first in the east was in Pawnee Co about on time 16 Mar (JG, TEL). 

Say’s Phoebe: Record early by 4 days was one in Fillmore Co 11 Mar (JGJ); this is 
also easterly for this species. Another in North Platte 20 Mar (BA) was also 
rather early. The 12 in Sioux Co 20 Apr (KD) was an excellent count. A pair 
was nest-building in Broken Bow 5 May, and eggs were present by 22 May 
(TH). 
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Great Crested Flycatcher: One at ICSP 30 Apr (TJW) was rather early, as was one 
in Lincoln Co 5 May (TJW); arrival is usually a few days later in the west. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Western Kingbird: Eppley Airfield in Omaha holds a mysterious attraction for this 
species and other Tyrannus flycatchers; the earliest Western for the spring was 
here 27 Apr (JT) and an amazing 43 were counted 7 May (JT). First for the 
west was at WSR 1 May (HKH). 

Eastern Kingbird: At Eppley Airfield with the 43 Westerns 7 May were only 11 
Easterns (JT). Earliest was one at Burchard L 22 Apr (HY) and best count 
was 50 at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 10 May (JWH). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Continuing its decade-long increase in Nebraska, no 
fewer than 6 were reported, at least two at locations where nesting occurred in 
2007. One had returned to the site west of Rowe Sanctuary by 1 May 
(BM,RLu,KS) and one was seen at the Lincoln Airport 1 May (DL). In 
addition, one was in Sarpy Co 24 Apr (DS), a male was in Pawnee Co 26 
Apr (WRS), one was at Eppley Airfield (where nesting may have occurred in 
2007 also) 7 May (JT) and 21 May (JaG, TB, LO), and one was s. of 
Maxwell 12 May (TJW). 

Northern Shrike: Departure is generally in Mar and early Apr; last were singles in 
Phelps Co 26 Mar (WF) and Buffalo Co 14 Apr (LE). 

Loggerhead Shrike: First were reported in late Mar, about on time: singles were in 
ne. Lincoln Co (TJW), Gage Co (JG), and Saline Co (JG), all on 20 Mar. 

Bell’s Vireo: Earliest was timely at Wehrspann L, Douglas Co, 9 May (JWH). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Earliest was rather early at FF 25 Apr (JRi); westernmost 
was within the expected range at Burchard L 22 May (JGJ). 

Plumbeous Vireo: Migrants were as expected in Sioux Co 17 May (fide UL) and 
Scotts Bluff Co 24 May (AK). 

Blue-headed Vireo: Good numbers were reported, about 30, all in the east, 30 Apr 
(PS) through 25 May (TP,JRi). 

Warbling Vireo: One was reported in FF 9 Apr (EB) and apparently the same bird 
again 16 and 19 Apr (JRi,EB), record early. Previous early dates were 14, 16, 
and 18 Apr. Arrival is later in the west; first there were 2 in Lincoln Co 6 
May (TJW). 

Philadelphia Vireo: Numbers were excellent, with about 15 reported in the east 12- 
29 May (PS, JWH), including excellent counts of 5 in Douglas Co 23 May 
(TP) and 4 at Wehrspann L 29 May (JWH). The 3 high counts for spring are 
in the short period 23-26 May. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jay: Many are migrants in Nebraska, but spring migration timing is not well 
known as flocks are not as conspicuous as in fall. A "first-of-year" arrived in 
Bassett 20 Apr (CH). Nest-building was underway rather early in Lancaster 
Co 9 Apr (LE). 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported. 

Black-billed Magpie: Easternmost reports were in Madison Co 1 Apr (WF), 
Buffalo Co 17 Apr (RE), and Harlan Co 2 Apr (G&WH). 

American Crow: Routine reports. 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin: Earliest was a male about on time at Ogallala 3 Apr (CWH). 

Tree Swallow: Singles in Lancaster Co 20 Mar (JRi) and in Harlan Co 21 Mar 
(G&WH) were rather early. A pair tending a nest box near Peru 7 Apr would 
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have been early nesters if they began soon after (WRS); earliest Nebraska 
nest-building is 26 Apr and egg date 6 May. 

Violet-green Swallow: One in Scotts Bluff Co 26 Apr (AK) was rather early. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One in Logan Co 5 Apr (LR,RH) was rather 
early. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Three at Louisville 6 Apr (JGJ) were rather early. 

Barn Swallow: One in Lancaster Co 28 Mar (LE) was record early by 4 days. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 

Mountain Chickadee: In addition to at least 8 birds reported from 5 locations in 
fall and winter, an additional 6 at 5 locations were reported this spring, for an 
excellent total of at least 13, albeit fewer than the 23 or so reported in 1996- 
97. These were singles at 2 Ogallala feeders, 7 Jan-12 Apr (JO fide CWH) 
and 19 Mar (TS), Johnson L 13 Mar (LE), North Platte 20 Mar (fide TJW), 
near Sidney 5 Apr (AS), and in Banner Co 20 Apr (WF, details). The 
Johnson L bird is the easternmost on record, although one was in Dawson Co 
early in 1969. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were widespread well into May away from 
breeding areas, although no evidence for breeding was noted, except for a 
banded bird with a brood patch at NNF, Halsey, 17 May (RG), where 
breeding occurs. Latest were singles in Omaha 23 May (L&BP, TB) and 
Nebraska City 30 May (L&CF), the latter rather late for a non-breeding 
location. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: One at LO 16 May was identified as carolinertsis (SJD), 
the eastern subspecies, which is a relatively recent breeder westward in the 
North Platte Valley. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper: One in an Omaha yard 26 Apr (LH) was rather late, if not breeding 
nearby; late dates where breeding is not known are 26 and 29 Apr and 2 May. 
Reports of singles at FF during May, including one singing on territory 9 
May (JRi), are of local breeders. 

Rock Wren: One at Curtis 6 Apr (RL) was rather early. 

Carolina Wren: This species now occurs along most of the Republican Valley; 
reports were from McCook 17 May (WRS), HCR 14 Mar (LE), Franklin and 
Webster Cos 28 Mar (WF), and Jefferson Co 6 May (SJD). Farther north, it 
was reported in Adams Co 10 Mar (WF) and at Fairmont 31 Mar (JR). 
Northwesterly were one at Johnson L 13 Mar (LE) and 2 in Cuming Co 12 
Mar (D&JP). Nest-building was in progress in Bellevue 20 Mar, but the first 
egg did not appear until 14 Apr (ARy); also in Bellevue, 4 young were at a 
suet feeder 21 May (L&BP). A nest in w. Douglas Co had 5 eggs 15 Apr 
(DSt). 

Bewick’s Wren: Only the 10th spring record since 1980 and the first in 9 years was 
one at a Bellevue feeder 2 May (CNK, details). 

House Wren: One at FF 5 Apr (GJ) was unusually early; there are only two earlier 
dates with details. Birds studied at Wellfleet WMA, Lincoln Co, 17 May and 
Barnett Park, McCook, 18 May were brownish with no discernible mantle 
barring, suggesting that the eastern subspecies aedon occurs farther west than 
generally assumed. Western parkmanii (greyer, with barring visible on the 
mantle) is thought to occur in most of Nebraska (WRS). 
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Winter Wren: A few winter in the southeast, but numbers are lowest in Feb-Mar; 
one hardy bird was in Lincoln 7 Mar (JED). Rather late was one at FF 7 May 
(JRi); most depart by the end of Apr. 

Sedge Wren: Reports were all from the east 28 Apr (JWH) through 10 May 
(JWH,LR,RH), suggestive of migrants, although one at Wehrspann L was 
“vehemently establishing his song post” 28 Apr (JWH). Breeding in 
Nebraska is rare prior to late Jul and Aug. 

Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: The 20 at FF 14 Apr (CNK) was an excellent count, as 
was the 17 at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 17 Apr (JRi). Early for the 
locations were singles in Custer Co 13 Mar (LE) and in Phelps Co 27 Mar 
(WF). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at FF 12 Apr (CNK) was rather early. 

Eastern Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Mountain Bluebird: Adults were carrying food in Scotts Bluff Co 31 May (AK), 
perhaps on the early side based on meager data. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Rare in the east, a previously-reported single was still at 
Forest Lawn 16 Mar (JRi); departure in the east is by late Mar. 

Veery: Only 3 were reported: singles in Sarpy Co 9 May (KCR) and 15 May (RE), 
and one of few but increasing numbers of records westerly, at North Platte 31 
May (TJW). Data suggest that different subspecies migrate through the east 
and west, with few of either subspecies occurring in cen. Nebraska. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: More than usual were reported in the east 9-23 May: about 
8 (m. ob.). A single was at ADF on the very early date of 13 Apr (L&CF, 
details). Two were reported in the Panhandle, where rare: one near Sidney 26 
Apr (AS, details) was westerly as well as rather early, and the other was n. of 
Oshkosh 19 May (LE). There are about 34 Panhandle records. 

Swain son’s Thrush: Three at FF 14 Apr (CNK, details) were record early by 2 
days. 

Hermit Thrush: Good numbers were reported, all in the east, with best count an 
excellent 5 at FF 12 Apr (CNK); they were “numerous” at FF 7 Apr (RS). 

Wood Thrush: One at FF 26 Apr (JRi) was rather early. 

American Robin: Rather early was a nest with eggs in Bellevue 14 Apr (ARy). 

Varied Thrush: A male in Omaha 21-28 Apr was photographed (CHa); it was 6th- 
latest on record. There are only 14 records since 1991, but 9 of these are from 
2005 and later. 

Gray Catbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Mockingbird: There are only 6 records for Feb, and early migrants appear 
after mid-Mar, so status of birds found 1-20 Mar is conjectural. One was in 
Adams Co 10 Mar (WF); the next reported was in Genoa 19 Apr (SM). 

Sage Thrasher: One at WSR 1 May (HKH) was only about the 13th record for 
spring. Most sightings are of fall migrants. 

Brown Thrasher: The wintering bird in Lincoln was still present 9 Mar (LG); over¬ 
wintering is rare. A good tally of 51 was reported on the DeSoto Spring 
Count 3 May (fide JT). 

Curve-billed Thrasher: There is sad news to report. The long-staying male (since 
Oct 2002!) at the Lonnie Frimann Ranch in extreme se. Sioux Co 
disappeared around 1 May, just before a severe blizzard, possibly the victim 
of a Sharp-shinned Hawk that was frequenting the ranch at that time. Happy 
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to the efid. the bird had been busy singing and building a nest (LFr, fide AK, 
fide KD). 

European Starling: High spring counts occur in early Mar, all in the east, but these 
may be wintering birds. Flocks of 400 and 600 were near Peru 7 and 12 Apr 
(WRS), and high counts away from the se. are in mid-Apr also, suggesting 
that migrants move through at this time. There is a strong migratory 
component for this species on the Great Plains, as indicated by banding 
returns. 

American Pipit: Routine reports. 

Sprague’s Pipit: The only report was of one in Kearney Co 26 Apr (LB). 

Bohemian Waxwing: The only report was of a flock of 20-30 at Riverside Zoo, 
Scottsbluffl3 Mar (BN). 

Cedar Waxwing: Flocks may appear into early Jun, thought to be long-distance 
migrants which winter in Mexico and Central America (Robbins and Easterla, 
Birds of Missouri ). A flock of 20 was at SCP 31 May (KP). 

Blue-winged Warbler: This rare migrant was reported twice: 2 birds at FF 10 May 
(CW) and one in Cass Co 15 May (RE). 

Golden-winged Warbler: An excellent spring for this species saw a total of about 
12 from 9 May at FF (JRi) through 20 May at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 
(L&BP). Best count was a record 3 males (possibly 4) and a female at FF 14 
May (JRi) and westerly was one photographed at LO 16 May (SJD), only the 
6th record from Keith Co westward. 

Tennessee Warbler: One at FF 26 Apr (SF) was rather early, and the 50+ at 
Wehrspann L 28 May (JWH) was a good count. Generally rare in the west, a 
surprising 6 were reported: a male at LO 16 May (SJD), a female at West 
Lawn Cem, Gering, 18 May (SJD), one in Kimball Co 18 May (SJD), one in 
Sioux Co 18 May (DH), one in Banner Co 18 May (AK), and a single in 
Scotts Bluff Co 19 May (KD). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Routine reports. 

Nashville Warbler: One at WGP 30 May (ME) was rather late. 

Virginia’s Warbler: Two were reported, both 18 May, at Oliver Res (SJD) and at 
West Lawn Cem, Gering, (SJD). These are the 4th and 5th documented 
spring records; there are 6 for fall. 

Northern Parula: This species was common at FF (m. ob.); the 20-25 singing 
males there 1 May (JRi) was a record spring count. Farthest west were 2 at 
Burchard L 22 May (JGJ). 

Yellow Warbler: One at North Platte 29 Apr (LBr) was rather early for that westerly 
location. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: This was a great spring for this normally uncommon 
eastern migrant, especially at WGP, where 20+ were tallied 23 May 
(L&BP,TB); about 45 were reported in all. Westerly stragglers were 2 at 
Burchard L 22 May (JGJ), one in Hastings 31 May (PD), mid farthest west, 
one in McCook 17 May (WRS). 

Magnolia Warbler: This species also was in good numbers, with about 30 reported 
in all; best count was an excellent 5 at Burchard L 22 May (JGJ). Westerly 
were a single at Hastings 12 May (PD) and 2 there 31 May (PD). 

Cape May Warbler: The only sighting of this rare migrant was of one at WP 13 
May (LE). 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Singles in Kimball and Banner Cos 20 
Apr (WF) were rather early; earliest dates are 12, 12, and 13 Apr. 
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Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Non-wintering birds appear in mid-Mar; 3 were 
rather early at Arnold L SRA, Custer Co, 11 Mar (JGJ), where wintering is 
unlikely. 

Black-throated Gray Warbler: Surprisingly, two were reported, only the 3rd and 
4th spring records: one was seen at WSR 12 May (HKH) and a male was 
photographed at CLNWR 16 May (SJD). There are 3 fall records. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: In contrast to 2007, when only one was reported, 
9 were found this spring 10-23 May (m.ob.), a good showing. Of these, 4 
were found on the Sarpy Co Spring Count 10 May (fide CNK). A correction: 
the one reported in spring 2007 (TP) was in Lancaster Co, not Douglas, as 
stated in the 2007 Spring Report. 

Blackburnian Warbler: Another migrant species in excellent numbers, including a 
record tally of 15 at WGP 23 May (L&BP,TB). About 45 were reported in 
all, none west of Lincoln, where singles were seen 22 May (JGJ), 25 May 
(JGJ), and 27 May (LE). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Earliest were 2 at FF 19 Apr (RS), about on time. Best 
count was 4 there 14 May (JRi); none were reported elsewhere. 

Grace’s Warbler: Nebraska’s first was a great find at CLNWR 4 May (CG, photos, 
details). This species occurs north and east to s.-cen. Colorado, but this 
Nebraska record appears to be the first north and east of the normal range for 
the species. 

Palm Warbler: There are only 8 Panhandle records, and so one as far west as 
Lincoln Co 3 May (TJW) was unexpected. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: This is a rare spring migrant, thus it may not be surprising 
that none were reported, despite good numbers of other uncommon migrant 
warblers. A correction: the one reported in spring 2007 (TP) was in Lancaster 
Co, not Douglas, as stated in the 2007 Spring Report. 

Blackpotl Warbler: Normally a fairly common spring migrant statewide, numbers 
reported were about average, a total of about 65, with best counts only 
moderate: 7 at Burchard L 22 May (JGJ) and 6 at WGP 23 May (L&BP,TB). 
A male at Sidney 19 Apr (AS) was rather early. 

Cerulean Warbler: Only 2 were reported: singles at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 10 
May (D&JP) and on the DeSoto NWR Spring Count 3 May (fide JT). The 
long-standing singing male(s) at Hummel Park, Omaha, were not reported 
this spring. 

Black-and-white Warbler: Good numbers were reported, including a tally of 10 by 
2 veteran observers for the season, considered “the most we’ve seen in years” 
(L&BP). 

American Redstart: One at FF 25 Apr (JRi) was only a week away from record 
early. Females and immatures arrive later than males; the 8 at Burchard L 22 
May included no adult males (JGJ). Of interest was the presence of a pair in a 
nw. Scottsbluff yard 31 May (AK); breeding occurs in the Pine Ridge, but is 
unconfirmed in Scotts Bluff Co, despite sporadic summer records since 1999. 

Prothonotary Warbler: Two were singing at FF 18 May (L&BP) and 4 birds were 
reported there 16 May (JRi), suggesting 2 pairs may have been present. The 
only reports away from FF were of 3 on the DeSoto NWR Spring Count 3 
May (fide JT) and one in Elmwood Park, Omaha, 9 May (JED). 

Worm-eating Warbler: At least 2 of this casual spring migrant were reported: one 
was at FF 10 May (CW), likely the same bird that was there 23 and 28 May 
(JRi), and the other was a window-killed bird in Omaha 20 May (JED). 
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Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Waterthrush: Routine reports. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Rather early were 2 at Platte River SP, Cass Co, 6 Apr 
(JGJ); there are late Mar arrival dates for this species. 

Kentucky Warbler: Few were reported; earliest was a single in a Bellevue yard 11- 
13 May (DBr). 

Connecticut Warbler: As one of the rarer regular warbler migrants, a surprising 3 
were reported: one at WGP 24 May (L&BP), a female at FF 28 May (JRi), 
and a male there 31 May (CNK, details). 

Mourning Warbler: Numbers were good; a total of about 30 was reported, all but 
two from the east, including an excellent 6 at FF 23 May (JRi). Westerly, 
where rare, was one at LO 16 May (SJD), and only the 4th Panhandle record 
was one n. of Oshkosh 19 May (LE). There are only about a dozen records 
from Lincoln Co west. 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: None were reported, rather surprisingly, as this is a fairly 
common migrant in the west. 

Common Yellowthroat: One in Douglas Co 23 Apr (KDa) was rather early. The 30 
at Wehrspann L 11 May (JWH) was a good tally. 

Hooded Warbler: It is almost a given that at least one appears in the state each 
spring, although entirely unpredictable as to where; this spring one was at 
Elmwood Park, Omaha, 9 May (JED) and another (male with possible 
female) at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 15 May (CR, details). 

Wilson’s Warbler: They came early and stayed late! Although the total number of 
this statewide migrant was about average for spring, about 50, one in Sioux 
Co 20 Apr (KD) was 4th-earliest on record, and another at WGP 30 May 
(ME) was about the lOth-latest on record. 

Canada Warbler: Also in average numbers, albeit only 4-7, singles were reported 
at FF 18 May (DD, L&BP), 21 and 23 May (JRi), near Walton 23 and 25 
May (TP), and at Hummel Park, Omaha, 24 May (JRi). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Migrants are found on occasion east to cen. Nebraska, but 
more than usual were found eastward this year, notably singles in York Co 
13 May (JGJ), and 3 in Adams Co 13, 19, and 31 May (PD). On a 19 May 
night survey of the cedar canyons in se. Lincoln Co, “a bunch” were heard 
(TJW). 

Summer Tanager: As in recent years, reports were numerous and widespread in the 
east; ICSP is a stronghold for this species, with individuals “everywhere” 17 
May (JRi). An adult male was at FF rather early 1 May (JRi), with reports 
there of single birds through 19 May (JRi, L&BP, NFa) and an excellent 
tally of 3 there 14 May (JRi). A pair was at Hummel Park, Omaha, 20 May 
(L&BP). One was westerly in York Co 13 May (JGr), and a mottled lst-year 
male was at WP 11 May (MUs). 

Scarlet Tanager: One in a Bellevue yard 10 May was molting (L&BP); this is an 
odd time for molt in this species. 

Western Tanager: No fewer than 3 were found in the east, 2 of these on very early 
dates. A male was photographed at Plattsmouth 26 Apr (KSc), a record early 
date, another was photographed in Benedict 2 May (WC), and a third was in 
Omaha 19 May (CC). 

Green-tailed Towhee: None were reported; this is a rare, regular spring migrant in 
the Panhandle. 

Spotted Towhee: Routine reports. 
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Eastern Towhee: The 12 in Cass Co 15 May (RE) was a record spring tally. 

Cass in’s Sparrow: None were reported; this is a somewhat erratic, late spring 
arriver, however. 

American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Chipping Sparrow: An early egg date was provided by a nest with eggs in Hall Co 
6 May (DK). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: Record numbers were tallied in the s. Panhandle 18 May: 28 in 
Kimball Co and 42 in Banner Co (SJD). 

Field Sparrow: One in Gage Co 20 Mar (JG) was rather early; wintering is only 
occasional. Rare in the Panhandle, one was at West Lawn Cem, Gering, 18 
May (SJD). A good number was the 41 on the DeSoto NWR Spring Count 2 
May (fide JT). 

Vesper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Sparrow: The 75 in Holt Co 11 May (JJ) was an excellent count. 

Sage Sparrow: Details were provided for a “possible” Sage Sparrow north of 
CLNWR 15 May (DL). There is a single accepted record for Nebraska, 6 Aug 
1989 in Sioux Co (DSt), and another report (not accepted by NOURC), also 
in Sioux Co. 

Lark Bunting: Singles in Lincoln Co 19 Apr (BGf, CN) were a bit on the early 
side. 

Savannah Sparrow: One in Kearney Co 9 Mar was the earliest spring date with 
tangible documentary evidence (PS, photo). This species may over-winter on 
occasion in Nebraska, although this has not been documented. There are a 
few documented mid-winter records. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: One in McPherson Co 14 Apr (TJW) was rather early for 
that westerly location; the same observer found one there 7 Apr 2005. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: Only 2 were reported: singles were in a CRP field at Twin 
Oaks WMA, Johnson Co, 15 May (CNK) and at SCP 20 May (KP). 

Le Conte’s Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow: None were reported; special search is usually 
needed to find this late May migrant. 

Fox Sparrow: The 17 at FF 12 Apr (CNK) was a good count. One at LO 1 May 
(RE) was rather late, as well as westerly. There are no documented Panhandle 
records. 

Song Sparrow: One was singing on territory at Peru SL rather early 29 Mar (WRS); 
2 were there 7 Apr (WRS). Breeding has not been documented in the 
Republican Valley, but the breeding range has been extending southward in 
recent years, and so a bird singing on territory at Barnett Park, McCook, 18 
May (WRS) may indicate expansion into the area. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Johnson L 13 Mar (LE) was rather early. 

Swamp Sparrow: One at Neale Woods, Washington Co, 24 Mar (CHy) was rather 
early. 

White-throated Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Harris’s Sparrow: Rarer westward, one was in a yard near Morrill 31 Mar and 28 
Apr (KD), and 8 were at North Platte 24-28 Apr (TJW). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Golden-crowned Sparrow: Nebraska’s 5th was seen 1-4 May by several observers 
in the Curtis Keck yard in Creighton (MB, photos). This is only the 2nd 
documented spring record, along with 3 for fall. There are 4 additional 
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undocumented, possibly correct, spring records, and out of the 6, 4 are in the 
period 30 Apr-7 May. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: One banded at NNF, Halsey 18 May was the 
latest ever banded by the veteran bander (RG); latest dates for this form are in 
early Jun. Counts of “100+” at FF 21 Mar (CNK), Standing Bear L, Omaha 
27 Mar (JRi), and Forest Lawn 3 Apr (JRi) were excellent spring tallies. 

McCown’s Longspun The “several hundred” in Kimball Co 17 Apr (JGJ) was a 
good count; high spring counts are in the 2000 range. 

Lapland Longspur: The 6500 in Thurston Co 2 Mar (JJ) was an excellent count. 
Close was the 6000 in Dixon Co 4 Mar (JJ) and 5000 there 1 Mar (JJ). 

Smith’s Longspur: The only report was of a brief look at 3 birds with “bufly 
underparts” among large numbers of Laplands Longspurs in Thurston Co 2 
Mar (JJ); this would be the earliest by about 3 weeks of only about 13 spring 
records in all. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: That this species occurs eastward with some 
regularity (rarely in the east) is indicated mostly by sightings after blizzards, 
but 2 in Adams Co 21 Apr were in short, grassy alfalfa (PD). 

Snow Bunting: None were reported; latest dates are in early Mar. 

Northern Cardinal: Somewhat scattered in its distribution in n.-cen. Nebraska, this 
species is “spreading out” in the sandhills of Rock Co, whereas previously it 
was generally found among pines and spruces (CH). Nest-building was 
underway in Omaha 25 Apr (SN), about on time. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: A rare spring migrant in the Panhandle, a surprising 4 
were reported: singles in Scotts Bluff Co 17 May (AK), Banner Co 18 May 

(LE) , Box Butte Co 18 May (LE), and Cheyenne Co 20 May (LE). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting: This species continues to provide multiple eastern sightings; this 
spring a male was in sw. Dixon Co 13-14 May (JJ), singles were near Valley 
18 May (TM) and in Papillion 26 May (G&BC), and 2 were at SCP 31 May 

(KP) . 

Indigo Bunting: A hybrid male was at LO 16 May (SJD). 

Painted Bunting: Only the 16th and 17th records for the state were a male at 
DeWeese with Chipping Sparrows 12 May (PD) and a green-backed female or 
immature at Kearney 14 May (KS). 

Dickcissel: Two at North Platte 21 May (TJW) were westerly at that date. 

Bobolink: One in Lancaster Co 1 May (JGJ) was rather early. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: One singing in Douglas Co 13 Mar (JM) provided a rather 
early song; another near North Platte 29 Mar (TJW) was rather early that far 
west. 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Arrivals were about on time, led by 5 at Hultine 24 Mar 
(PD). 

Rusty Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Common Grackle: Two in Wayne Co 9 Mar (JJ) were rather early that far north; 
another was in Madison 16 Mar (WF). 

Great-tailed Grackle: A mixed-gender flock of 10 was rather early at Columbus 1 
Mar (WF); most early blackbirds are single males. A flock of 50 in Scotts 
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Bluff Co 29 Apr (KD) was an unusual number there. Two nests, one with 
eggs, were at Hultine 31 May (PD). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports. 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole: First reported was in Bellevue 23 Apr (KCR), about a week later 
than earliest dates. Rare in the Panhandle, but apparently increasing recently, 
one was in a Sidney yard 6 May and 3 were there 12 May (AS). Another was 
in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 14 May (KD). A good tally at a single location was 
the 38 in Adams Co 13 May (PD). 

Bullock’s Oriole: A few were reported in the Panhandle beginning 12 May 
(AS,KD), but first reported was a singing male a little easterly near Brady 7 
May (TJW). There are very few documented reports east of the Panhandle. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only report was of one atop the Scotts Bluff NM 1 
Mar (JC, fide AK). 

Purple Finch: The large winter influx was reflected in the good numbers persisting 
into spring statewide, including a count of 65 in Lancaster Co 28 Mar (LE). 
Five were westerly at Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co, 13 Mar (JGJ). Most 
departed by the end of Apr, but one was found on the Sarpy Co Spring 
Count 10 May (CNK) and a pair at a Dodge Co feeder persisted until “mid- 
May” (D&JP). 

Cassin’s Finch: The only report of this rare visitor was of one in s. Scotts Bluff Co 
11-12 May (AK). 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: Small groups were reported statewide throughout the period; latest 
easterly reports were of 6 at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 28 Apr (PS), 11 in 
Hastings 15 May (PD), 2 in Alma 25 May (G&WH), and 10 in Holt Co 26 
May (LR,RH). Best count was 20 at Forest Lawn 17 Apr (JRi). 

White-winged Crossbill: Occurrences of this species in Nebraska are erratic with 
most records in incursion years, most recently 2005; a female was with a 
small flock of Red Crossbills in Omaha 13 Mar (CHy), only the 3rd record 
since 1981 outside an incursion year. 

Common Redpoll: None were reported; the few reports this winter were in Dec-Jan. 

Pine Siskin: This species was widespread in good numbers, aid persisted statewide 
well into May, with several instances of breeding or probable breeding. A 
female was carrying nest material in Broken Bow 15 Apr (TH), several still at 
Forest Lawn 16 May were thought to be nesting (JRi), and a nest was found 
in a blue spruce at Parkview Cem, Hastings, 16 May (PD). Several birds 
banded at NNF, Halsey, 17 May had brood patches (RG); siskins are regular 
breeders there. Best count was the 50 in a Sidney yard 5 Apr (AS), where the 
species has bred previously. 

Lesser Goldfinch: A surprising 3 were reported, including the two earliest on 
record: one in a yard s. of Gering 15 Mar (AK) and another in a yard near 
Morrill 28 Apr (KD). The 3rd, only about the 20th for the state, was a black- 
backed male in a Morrill yard 27 May (ECT). This species is being reported 
more often in recent years, notably at earlier and later dates. 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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Formerly, state and federally endangered Interior Least Terns {Sternula antillarum 
athalassos) and state and federally threatened Piping Plovers {Charadrius melodus) 
nested on sandbars in rivers, as well as on other sandy beach habitat (Hardy 1957; 
Haig 1992; Kirsch 1992; Ziewitzet al. 1992; Thompson et al. 1997). In Nebraska, 
the birds primarily used sandbars in the Platte, Loup, Elkhom, Niobrara, and 
Missouri rivers (Sharpe et al. 2001). These sandbars were created and maintained by 
river flow and regular flooding events. Despite the frequent scouring, reshaping and 
relocation of the sandbars, nesting habitat was consistently available to the birds in 
these river systems. With recent human-caused modifications to annual river flow, 
river bed and bank structure, and emergent vegetation, the number of river sandbars 
that are suitable for nesting has been greatly reduced (Haig 1992; Ziewitz et al. 1992; 
Wilson et al. 1993; Thompson et al. 1997; NRC 2005). 

In recent decades, Least Terns and Piping Plovers have used human-created habitats 
for nesting, although they still use river sandbars when they are available (Haig 
1992; Thompson et al. 1997). During the last several decades, the birds have nested 
on human-created sites such as sand spill piles at sand and gravel mines, fly-ash 
piles at electrical power-generating plants, gravel and tar rooftops, and lakeshore- 
sandy beach housing developments (Ducey 1982; Haig 1992; Kirsch 1992; Ziewitz 
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et al. 1992; Wilson et at. 1993; Thompson et al. 1997; Forys and Borboen-Abrams 
2006). In eastern Nebraska, economic growth near human population centers has 
increased the attractiveness of lakeshore housing developments to investors. In the 
past, retired sand and gravel mines were converted into lakeshore housing 
developments. Recently, however, developers have bypassed the mine stage and are 
excavating the lakes directly for housing developments. 

As terns and plovers use human-created and human-dominated habitats with 
increasing frequency, the importance of these areas to conservation and management 
becomes more critical. Threats to nests, chicks, and adults may be quite different at 
these sites than at river nesting sites or sand and gravel mines because of different 
human uses. Reliable nesting data are essential for the development of effective 
protocols to secure and recover the populations of these two protected species. Here 
we report the results of one nesting season at a human-created site along the lower 
Platte River. 


Methods 

The study site is located adjacent to the Platte River, near North Bend, Dodge 
County, Nebraska. It consists of a human-created sandpit lake surrounded by an 
expanse of sparsely vegetated and bare sand. Houses and other structures, in various 
stages of completion, are distributed around the lake with extensive areas of open 
sand between the structures (see Figure 1). The Tern and Plover Conservation 
Partnership (Partnership) worked cooperatively with lot owners and the developer to 
limit conflicts between these two protected species and people. Partnership personnel 
located nests, marked nest clusters with signs, and occasionally roped off areas so 
that people would not disturb nesting birds. 

The study site was visited every 1-4 days from 12 June through 1 August 2007. The 
entire area was surveyed, and we attempted to locate all Least Tern and Piping 
Plover nests. During each visit. Partnership personnel also assessed the effectiveness 
of protection measures and whether any nests had been disturbed. The GPS 
coordinates of each nest were recorded. Eggs were floated when each nest was first 
located to determine the date of nest initiation (Hays and LeCroy 1971). Nests were 
otherwise undisturbed during incubation. Clutch size, defined as the maximum 
number of eggs found in the nest, was recorded. 

Least Terns typically lay three eggs and incubate for 25 days (Thompson et al. 
1997). Piping Plovers typically lay four eggs and incubate for 28 days (Haig 1992). 
The expected hatching date was extrapolated from the nest initiation date. All of the 
following analyses use the expected hatching date rather than the actual hatching 
date. Nests were observed on the expected hatching date to determine the hatching 
success. Hatching success was inferred by the presence of unhatched eggs, egg shells, 
or nestlings in the nest. Hatching success was defined as the number of eggs or the 
percentage of the clutch that hatched. After hatching began, the study site was 
surveyed to locate broods being attended by adults and dependent juveniles. We were 
not able accurately to assess the number of fledglings produced from the site due to 
logistical and methodological limitations. 
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To analyze nesting synchrony or how closely in time eggs within and between 
clusters hatched, the standard deviation (SD) of the modal hatching date for all tern 
nests at the study site was calculated. Each nest was then assigned, based on its 
hatching date, as within ± 1 SD, within ± 2 SD, etc. If more nests hatch near the 
modal hatching date or within ± 1 SD of the mode, it implies more synchronous 
nesting (see Brown and Brown 1996: 35-36 for additional details on this technique 
for describing synchrony). 

Most of the following analysis and discussion is focused on the Least Tern nesting 
data. Due to a very small sample size (five nests), our Piping Plover data analyses 
are largely anecdotal. 

Using GPS coordinates, nest nearest-neighbor distance was calculated using ArcGIS 
9.2 (ESRI 2006). All statistics were calculated using Prism 3.02 (GraphPad Prism 
2000). Due to small sample sizes, all statistical tests were non-parametric. Statistical 
significance was set at P < 0.05. 

We analyzed our data using correlation. This statistic provides a measure of how 
associated two variables are. Correlation is represented by the term r s and ranges 
from -1 to +1. If the association is weak, r s will be near 0. As the association 
becomes stronger r, will diverge from 0; r s values of -1 and +1 represent perfect 
association. Positive values of r s occur when both variables in the association 
increase. Negative values of r s occur when one value in the association increases 
while the other decreases. A statistically significant value of r s refers to the closeness 
of the association. P is the significance level and represents our confidence in the 
association. N is the sample size and indicates how many values were used in the 
calculation. SE is the standard error of the mean and provides us with a confidence 
interval around the mean. 


No birds were handled and no nests or eggs were damaged or destroyed by 
Partnership or Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC) personnel as a 
consequence of data collection. 


Results 

A total of 67 Least Tern and five Piping Plover nests was found at the study site. 
The nests were distributed around the lake in eight clusters. The clusters were 
separated by water, roads, buildings, elevation, or vegetation. The clusters ranged in 
size from 2-18 nests (Table 1). One Piping Plover nest was located in each of four 
clusters (3, 17, 7, 7 Least Tern nests). One Piping Plover nest was isolated from all 
other nests (Table 2). One Killdeer (Charadrins vociferus) nest was located in one 
cluster (13 Least Tern nests). Three clusters consisted of Least Terns only (10, 2, 8 
Least Tern nests). At least 9 incidents of human disturbance within nest clusters 
were noted, including two incidents of vehicles having been driven into nesting 
areas. The death of one Least Tern chick, caused by human encroachment into a 
nesting area, was noted. Incidents of human disturbance were reported to U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Law Enforcement. 




Table 1. Least Tern variables at a housing development near North Bend, Dodge County, Nebraska, 2007. 



Modal Hatch 

Date 

Clutch Size® 

Number 

Hatched 3 

Percent 

Hatched 3 

Nearest 

Neighbor^ 5 

Total 

Eggs 

Total 

Hatched 

Number 

of Nests 

Mean Hatch 
Date c 

Hatch Date 
Range d 

Cluster 1 

20-Jun 

2.5 ±0.2 

1.7 ±0.2 

71.6 ±10.0 

15.7± 3.4 

25 

17 

10 

53.6 ±2.2 

25 

Cluster 2 

23-Jun 

2.7 ±0.3 

1.0 ±1.0 

33.3 ±33.3 

34.2 ±14.2 

8 

3 

3 

58.3 ±5.9 

20 

Cluster 3 

19-Jun 

2.8 ±0.1 

1.9 ±0.3 

67.6 ±10.2 

14.5 ±1,8 

48 

33 

17 

52.8 ±2.1 

27 

Cluster 4 

19-Jun 

2.7 ±1.3 

1.4 ±0.3 

52.6 ±11.6 

13.4 ±1.2 

35 

18 

13 

52.3 ±2.4 

34 

Cluster 5 

24-Jun 

2.6 ±0.2 

0.9 ±0.5 

35.7 ±18.0 

16.8 ±2.4 

18 

6 

7 

59.0 ±6.5 

42 

Cluster 6 

5-Jul 

3.0 ±0.0 

3.0 ±0.0 

100.0 ±0.0 

43.0 ±0.0 

6 

6 

2 

65.5 ±0.5 

2 

Cluster 7 

25-Jun 

2.1 ± 0.3 

1.3 ±0.5 

45.3 ±17.3 

29.3 ±4.7 

15 

9 

7 

56.0 ±2.1 

14 

Cluster 8 

20-Jun 

2.6 ±0.2 

1.8 ±0.5 

62.5 ±18.3 

14.3 ±1.7 

21 

14 

8 

54.3 ±3.0 

20 

Total 

24-Jun 

2.6 ±0.1 

1.6 ±0.2 

58.5 ±5.3 

17.9 ±1.4 

176 

106 

67 

54.6 ±1.2 

42 


a = mean ± 1SE 
b = mean ± 1SE, meters 

c = mean ± 1SE, 1 May = 001,1 June = 032,1 July = 062 
d = number of days between first and last egg hatching 

--4 
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Based on egg-floating nest age estimates, all Least Tem nests at the study site were 
initiated between 20 May and 18 June. Eight nests did not hatch due to predation or 
abandonment by the adults. The remaining tem nests hatched between 12 June and 
24 July, a span of 42 days. Of the 67 tem nests located, 48 (72%) hatched at least 
one egg and 19 (28%) did not hatch. Thirty-four of the 48 (71%) tem nests hatched 
during the first 12 days of the hatching period. The remaining 14 nests (29%) 
hatched over the following 30 days. Within the eight clusters, hatching spanned 
2-42 days. 

Among all tem nests, there was no statistically significant correlation between hatch 
dates and clutch size (r,~ -0.137, P = 0.275, N** 66), number of eggs hatched 
{r s = -0.038, P = 0.762, N = 66) or percent of the clutch hatched (n ~ -0.039, P - 
0.759, N = 66). This suggests that clutches initiated later in the season, which may 
be second nesting attempts by adults possibly in poorer condition, are not smaller in 
size nor are the eggs less fertile. 

Hatching synchrony for terns across all clusters, as measured by modal hatch date 
SD was not correlated with clutch size ( r s - -0.016, P = 0.217, N -- 67), number of 
eggs hatched (r s ~ -0.084, P = 0.498, N = 67), or percent of clutch hatched 
{r, = -0.078, P = 0.532, N = 67). This suggests that hatching in temporal proximity 
to others was not necessarily advantageous to the birds. 

Nest density within the tem clusters, as reflected by nearest-neighbor distance, was 
not correlated with clutch size (r, = 0.022, P = 0.858, N - 67), number of eggs 


Table 2. Piping Plover nest variables at a housing development 
near North Bend, Dodge County, Nebraska, 2007. 



Hatch 

Date 

Clutch 

Size 

Number 

Hatched 

Percent 

Hatched 

Nearest 

Neighbor 3 

Cluster 

Size b 

Solitary 

25-Jun 

4 

4 

100.0 

N/A 

0 

Cluster 2 

12-Jun 

4 

0 

0.0 

27.4 

3 

Cluster 3 

26-Jun 

4 

4 

100.0 

11 

17 

Clusters 

6-Jul 

4 

0 

0.0 

33.4 

7 

Cluster 7 

22-Jun 

4 

4 

100.0 

20 

7 


a = meters, measured to nearest Least Tem nest 
b = number of Least Tem nests 
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hatched ( r s =-0.009, P = 0.944, N = 67), or percent of clutch hatched (r s ~ -0.061, 

P = 0.623, N = 67). This suggests that the proximity of other active nests does not 
influence the success of a specific nest or the success of the cluster as a whole. 
Nearest-neighbor distance and hatch date were positively correlated (r s = 0.468, 

P < 0.0001, N - 67). Nests initiated later in the season, which may be second 
nesting attempts, begin after broods in nearby nests have left the immediate area so 
the nests, by necessity, are spaced more widely. 

The number of tern nests in each cluster was not significantly correlated with clutch 
size (r, = -0.311, P = 0.462, N = 8), number of eggs hatched ( r s = 0.192, P =0.665, 
N = 8), or the percent of clutch hatched (r, - 0.204, P = 0.619, N - 8). This 
suggests that the presence of other nests in close proximity does not affect the 
success of a nest. There was a significant negative correlation between the number of 
nests in each cluster and the nearest-neighbor distance (r s = -0.874, P ~ 0.007, N = 
8). When the number of nests in an area seen as suitable for nesting by the birds 
increases, the nearest neighbor distance decreases. 

The correlation between Least Tern nest hatching date and Piping Plover hatching 
date, for the four clusters with plovers present, was not significant (r s = -0.675, P > 
0.05, N = 4). This suggests that the terns and plovers initiated nesting 
independently. The number of terns in the four clusters with plovers was not 
significantly correlated with the plovers’ hatching date (r s = 0.000, P = 1.05, N - 
5), the plovers’ clutch size (< r s - 0.7071, P - 0.233, N = 5) or the number of plover 
eggs hatched (r s = -0.408, P = 0.5167, N = 5). This suggests that the presence of 
terns does not influence the nesting success of the plovers. 

Discussion 

Birds are generally thought to aggregate their nests, either to avoid predation via 
increased vigilance and deterrence of predators by conspecifics, to increase foraging 
efficiency, or to exploit a limited habitat (Alexander 1974; Brown and Brown 2001). 
Even though our analyses are based on only one study site for one nesting season 
with small sample sizes, several patterns are apparent. It appears that the number of 
conspecifics nesting nearby (in the same nest cluster) does not affect the nesting 
success of Least Terns, at least to the egg-hatching stage. Our analyses did not 
include actual fledging data, so there may be a conspecific effect after broods leave 
the nest area that we did not detect. One might expect that birds nesting in larger 
groups or in close proximity to others would be more successful due to the presence 
of more individuals watching for predators. This increase in nesting success was seen 
in a large (500-nest) Least Tern colony in Connecticut (Brunton 1997). At our study 
site, terns nesting in smaller clusters or less densely packed clusters were not more 
or less successful than terns nesting in larger or more densely paced clusters. The 
colony size and cluster sizes at our study site may have been too small for the anti¬ 
predator effect to be apparent. Kirsch (1992) reported that nesting success varies 
widely between nesting sites in the lower Platte River. This suggests that the effects 
of nest clustering may also vary. Further research is needed to clarify this issue. It 
has been suggested that the less aggressive plovers nest in close proximity to the 
terns, presumably for the advantage of increased predator avoidance and deterrence 
(Haig 1992). The small number of plover nests at our study site did not allow us to 
address this question. 
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Our data suggest, but do not demonstrate conclusively, that terns aggregate their 
nests due to limited habitat availability. Burger (1984) predicts that the loss of 
suitable nesting habitat will result in a decrease in the number of Least Tern colonies 
and an increase in the size of those colonies. Parham’s (2007) analysis of suitable 
sandbar nesting habitat in the lower Platte River (1954-2004) showed that the 
availability of such habitat has declined above the confluence with the Elkhom 
River, particularly in the last 10 years (1996-2005). Nesting on river sandbars in 
this area is now infrequent, with nesting recorded in only three years from 
1996-2005, and there are no records from the past four years (Dinan 2005, Jorgensen 
2006, 2007; Parham 2007; NPGC unpubl. data). During 2007, no sandbar nesting 
habitat was available to the birds within the lower Platte River during late May and 
June because all sandbars were submerged by high water flow (approximately 12,000 
cfs, 13 June 2007 at North Bend USGS gauge). Parham (2007) estimated that 
optimum habitat forming flows are 38,170 cfs. Flows of this magnitude or greater 
have not occurred in this reach of the lower Platte River since 1999 
(http://waterdata.usgs.gov). The long-term reduction of river habitat coupled with 
short-term high water flows very likely contributed to the increase in the number of 
birds nesting on off-river sites, such as the lakeshore housing development near 
North Bend. 



Figure 1. Piping Plover nest at a lakeshore housing development in eastern 
Nebraska, 2007. Image shows close proximity of a threatened species to human 
activity. Note the nest with protective caging to the left, a “do not enter” sign, a rope 
cordoning, off the nesting area, and a house with construction workers in the 
background. 
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The consequences of more birds nesting in fewer but larger groups are unknown but 
likely to be negative. Large numbers of adults, eggs, and chicks may be lost 
simultaneously due to disease, predation, human disturbance, or stochastic events. 
Even though our visits were limited and we were present only for short periods of 
time, high rates of human disturbance, including direct chick mortality, were 
observed, despite knowledgeable residents and marking nest clusters with signs. 
Clearly, making suitable nesting habitat available for these two vulnerable species is 
critically important (Ziewitz et al. 1992). Unfortunately, human-created nesting sites 
are ephemeral for the birds. In time, structures will occupy most available space at 
housing developments, and sand spill piles at mines may become overgrown with 
vegetation (Wilson et al. 1993). 

Maintaining water flow adequate to create and maintain river sandbars must be 
included in any management plan for these two species (Thompson et al. 1997). 
Unless more usable river sandbars are made available to the birds for nesting, they 
will be forced to continue nesting at these man-made sites, with uncertain 
consequences for their survival. 
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Bald and Golden Eagles are species of conservation concern that regularly 
winter in Nebraska (Sharpe et al. 2001). The Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission (NGPC) has conducted an annual statewide Midwinter Eagle Survey 
(MWS) since 1980. The Nebraska MWS is done in conjunction with a national 
survey coordinated by the U.S. Geological Survey. The purpose of the MWS is to 
determine the number and distribution of eagles wintering in Nebraska. Here we 
present results from the 2007 Nebraska MWS. 


Methods 

NGPC personnel conducted aerial surveys 3-5 January 2007 along all or portions of 
major river systems , including the North Platte, South Platte, Middle Loup, North 
Loup, and Republican systems, where wintering has been previously observed (see 
Figure 1). Ground personnel surveyed areas not covered by aerial surveys 3-10 
January. During all surveys, observers recorded the number and ages (adult or 
immature [<4 years old] only) of eagles, as well as weather and climate data. 


Results and Discussion 

Maximum daily temperatures reported during the 2007 survey period were 
seasonably normal to warm, ranging between 30° and 50° F. Maximum daily 
temperatures ranged from 30° to 40° F during the aerial survey period and skies were 
generally clear. Minimum daily temperatures were as low as 7° on 3 January. The 
2007 survey took place days after a severe ice storm in south-central Nebraska left 
many areas with > 0.5 inches ice cover. Snow covered points west (e.g. snow depth 
at Scottsbluff was 5 inches and North Platte was 9 inches). Eastern and northern 
Nebraska had little or no snow cover (e.g. Lincoln and Omaha had no snow cover). 
As in recent years, low water levels were noted at western storage reservoirs, 
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Figure 1. Major Nebraska rivers and portions (shaded gray) that were surveyed 
by aircraft during the 2008 mid-winter survey. 


including Harlan County Reservoir and Lake McConaughy. Lake McConaughy was 
at approximately 30% of maximum storage capacity (elevation approximately 3210 
feet above mean sea level). Lakes across southeast Nebraska were 25-75% ice 
covered. The Republican River and associated reservoirs were completely frozen. 
Sandhills lakes were completely frozen, while creeks in the Sandhills were open. 
The North Platte River had 30% ice cover. Medicine Creek Reservoir, Lake 
McConaughy, Lake Ogallala, Swanson Reservoir, and Branched Oak Lake were 75- 
100% frozen. The Niobrara and Loup Rivers were 50-75% frozen with channels of 
running water. The Platte River in eastern Nebraska, the Missouri, and the Elkhom 
Rivers were 0-10% frozen. 

During the 2007 Nebraska survey, a total of 808 Bald Eagles was counted (Figure 
2). The highest concentrations were found at reservoirs, including 73 at Harlan 
County Reservoir, 56 at Sutherland Reservoir, and 53 at Lake North/Babcock. A 
total of 165 birds was tallied along the Missouri River. Overall totals represent a 
6% decrease from the 2006 survey total of 858 Bald Eagles, a 9% decrease from the 
1980-2006 statewide average of 888, and a 32% decrease from the previous 5-year 
average of 1186 Bald Eagles. Immature birds represented 28% (n=224) of all Bald 
Eagles identified to age (n=800) in 2007, representing a 4% decrease f rom the 
previous 5 year average of 233 immature birds. The total of 808 Bald Eagles is the 
14th highest number recorded in Nebraska since surveys began in 1980. The 165 
Bald Eagles counted along the Missouri river constitutes 20% of the 2007 statewide 
wintering numbers. The 2007 total represents a 59% decrease over the previous 5- 
year average of 404 birds along the Missouri River. 

In addition to the Bald Eagles, 10 Golden Eagles were reported. This total included 
8 adult Golden Eagles, I immature, and one of unknown age. Golden Eagles were 
recorded in Platte, Buffalo, Seward, Clay and Dawes Counties. Three Golden 
Eagles were recorded in Clay and three in Dawes. 
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Bald Eagle numbers have fluctuated widely from year to year likely in response to 
weather conditions, but numbers have generally increased. This is similar to trends 
noted throughout the contiguous 48 states, where numbers have increased 1.9% per 
year 1986-2000 (Steenhof et al. 2002). 



Figure 2. Number of Bald Eagles recorded on the Nebraska Mid-winter Eagle 
Survey 1980-2007. 
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Book Review 

John Kirk Townsend: Collector of Audubon’s Western Birds and Mammals. 
Barbara and Richard Meams. 2007. Published by the authors, Dumfries, UK. 389 
pp., with 18 appendices, and a bibliography of nearly 150 entries. No price given. 
ISBN 978-0-9556739-0-0 

This large (9 x 12”) and sumptuously- 
illustrated book details the life and biological 
contributions of John Townsend, one of the 
earliest biologists after Lewis and Clark (1804) 
and Prince Maxmillian (1832) to visit what is 
now Nebraska, preceding John J. Audubon’s 
visit (1843) by nearly a decade. Townsend 
ascended the upper Platte Valley during an 
1834 expedition organized by Thomas Nuttall 
for exploring the American interior from 
Philadelphia to the Pacific Coast. John James 
Audubon later used many of the specimens 
Townsend collected on that trip in painting his 
monumental Birds of America, including 
Townsend’s namesake species, Townsend’s 
Warbler. His name is also taxonomically 
associated with several western American 
mammals that he collected, including a ground 
squirrel, a chipmunk, a mole, a vole, and the 
white-tailed jackrabbit. Townsend also 
collected and described a still uncertainly-identified bird that he named the 
Audubon’s "Bunting'’ ( Emberiza auduboni), which was possibly an aberrant 
Dickcissel. 

The Nebraska segment of the Nuttall-Townsend expedition occurred 

between the middle and end of May, 1834. The two entered what is now Nebraska 

via the Little Blue River, where on the 15th of May they observed gray wolves and 
pronghorns, probably near present-day Nelson. By the 18th of May they were on the 
central Platte. There they reported seeing Long-billed Curlews and “great numbers” 
of Sandhill Cranes, although mid-May would seem a very late date for large crane 
flocks still to be in the Platte Valley. They had their first views of bison on May 
20th, and soon were in sight of large groups of bison, elk and pronghorns. 

Townsend’s two most important Nebraska contributions to ornithology 
came on May 25 and May 28th. On the 25th they were proceeding up the North 
Platte River (in present-day Keith or Garden County), and collected a male Lark 
Bunting, which Townsend called a "Prairie Finch", and recognized as a new species. 
A female Lark Bunting was collected on May 28. This evidently occurred in what is 
now Morrill County, on the day before they passed Chimney Rock. Also on the 
28th Townsend shot a male specimen of second new bird species, the Chestnut- 
collared Longspur. This he named the "Brown-colored Finch", which Audubon later 
illustrated and renamed, as the "Chestnut-collared Lark Bunting". 

All told, Townsend collected and described 11 species of western American 
birds. Nine more were described and named by other famous naturalists such as J. J. 
Audubon, John Nuttall, Charles Bonaparte and John Cassin, based on specimens 
obtained by Townsend. Ten western American mammals were also named on the 
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basis of Townsend’s specimens. Four 
additional bird species were named from 
specimens that Townsend collected on the 
Hawaiian Islands and Tahiti during his 
voyage back to the Atlantic coast. 

Sadly, Townsend’s life was cut 
short in February of 1851 at the age of 41, 
as the result of a still-unknown illness. His 
death occurred only ten days after that of 
John J. Audubon at the age of 65, whose 
pioneering monographs on birds and 
mammals had greatly benefited from the 
many observations and collections made by 
Townsend. 

This grand and comprehensive 
biography of John Townsend is a 
marvelous contribution to the history of 
American ornithology, and is the first book 
to fully document the life of this highly (dearns. 

talented but relatively little known 

biologist. The book also illuminates the many interactions among Townsend, 
Nuttall, Audubon, and other important American naturalists of the day. 


Chestnut-collared Longspur. Photo 


—Paul A. Johnsgard 


Annual Meeting at Scottsbluff 

The 109th Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union was held 
in Scottsbluff on May 16-18, 2008. Gatherings and meals took place at the Jane 
Fliesbach Retreat Center at the Trails West YMCA Camp on the North Platte River 
at the base of Scotts Bluff National Monument. The meeting was hosted by 
members of Wildcat Audubon, who arranged the speakers, field trips, lodging, 
meeting facility and meals. 

Field trips were led by Alice Kenitz, Helen Hughson, Kathy DeLara, and 
Wayne Mollhoff to Wildcat Hills SRA, Kiowa WMA, Winters Creek Lake, Lake 
Minatare, Chilibaba Pond in Scotts Bluff Co. and various sites in Kimball and 
Sioux Counties. One of the most popular trips was led by Wayne Mollhoff to a 
location south of Kimball where Larry Snyder of the Nebraska Prairie Partners 
pointed out nesting Mountain Plovers. 

Our Friday night speaker was Drew Larsen of Pheasants Forever, who 
described his organization's efforts to preserve and improve habitat for pheasants and 
other prairie birds. Saturday night Bart Bly and Larry Snyder of the Nebraska 
Prairie Partners, a cooperative project between the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission and the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory, described their efforts in 
working with landowners, leaseholders and land managers to conserve shortgrass 
prairie birds and their habitats. They talked about their surveys and nest monitoring 
of Northern Saw-whet Owls, Mountain Plovers, Ferruginous Hawks and Swainson's 
Hawks. 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2008 
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INTRODUCTION 

Generally excellent water conditions in the southeast, including the 
Rainwater Basin, and in the Sandhills resulted in some notable breeding records, 
such as Eared Grebes in York County. Ducks were numerous in the Sandhills, 
especially Redhead. These conditions may have encouraged shorebirds to linger; 
several late spring records were noted. 

Three western species were found eastward; Western Wood-Pewee and 
Cordilleran Flycatcher were not unexpected based on recent records, but a major 
surprise was a pair of Pygmy Nuthatches in Cheny County. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 

NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, southcentral and southeast Nebraska 
SCP: (Audubon) Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 


GAZETTEER 

Bohemia Prairie: WMA, Knox Co 

Calamus Res: SRA/WMA, Loup/Garfield Cos 

Chadron SP: Dawes Co 

Funk: Funk Lagoon WPA, Phelps Co 

Harvard Marsh: WPA, Clay Co 

Hultine: WPA, Clay Co 

Sandhills: large sandhill prairie region n.-cen. Nebraska 
Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co 
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OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney 

B&DW: Bruce and Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BM: Bob Manasek, Gering 

CG: Cory Gregory, Ames, IA 

CH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CT: Chris Thody, Martell 

CWH: C.W. Huntley, Ogallala 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

GS: Gerald Schmidt, Lincoln 

JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln 

JF: James Flavin, Chadron 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington 

JP: Jerry Probst, Sioux City, IA 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

L&CF: Larry & Carol Falk, Nebraska City 

LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 

LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon 

LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MCv: Matthew Cvetas, Evanston, IL 

ME: Mike Ellis, Omaha 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon 

RS: Rod Smith, Scottsbluff 

RT: Robin Tyser, La Crosse, WI 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 

SK: Steven Knode, Scottsbluff 

TF: Tim Fennell, Round Rock, TX 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

TL: Ted LaGrange, Lincoln 

WF: William Flack, Madison 
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WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
ZC: Zach Cunningham, Lincoln 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: One at Wagon Train L, Lancaster Co, 21-25 Jul 
(GSc et al., photo) was the 6th documented record for this summer visitor. 



Black-bellied Whistling-Duck at Wagon Train SRA, 23 July 2008. 
Photo courtesy of Judy Foreman. 


Greater White-fronted Goose: The only straggler reported summered in Madison 
Co (MB). 

Snow Goose: The usual summer stragglers were reported from the east; as expected, 
the best tally was from the e. RWB, 20 on 22 Jun (JGJ). One at LM 7 Jun 
(SJD) was westerly for summer. 

Ross’s Goose: A single at Hultine 2 Jun (LE) was a late migrant. 

Cackling Goose: Rather late were singles near Nebraska City 1 Jun (L&CF) and at 
Hultine 2 Jun (LE), while another in the e. RWB 22 Jun (JGJ) may have been 
summering. 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 

Trumpeter Swan: Routine reports. 

Wood Duck: Routine reports. 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

American Wigeon: Two in se. Keith Co 17 Jun (TJW) were late stragglers; 
breeding is rare in Nebraska. 




Vol. 76 No. 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


97 


Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal: There are few summer records away from known breeding areas, 
thus singles at Funk 13-14 Jun (PD,KS) and Utica SL 30 Jun (JG) were 
unexpected. Despite several RWB summer records, breeding has not been 
confirmed there. 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail: Unusually high numbers were reported well into Jun away from 
regular breeding areas, including 40 in the e. RWB 14 and 22 Jun (JGJ). 
“Surprisingly high numbers” were in Custer and Lincoln Cos 20 Jun (TJW), 
and 7 were in Custer Co 9 Jun (SJD). Breeding may occur anywhere in the 
state. 

Green-winged Teal: The 35 in the e. RWB 22 Jun (JGJ) was unusual; late Jun and 
Jul birds may be molt migrants, as breeding away from the w. Sandhills is 
rare. 

Canvasback: A pair at North Platte SL 8 Jul (TJW) was unexpected, although there 
are a few previous summer reports in Lincoln and Keith Cos; breeding occurs 
only in the w. Sandhills. 

Redhead: Large numbers lingered into Jun in the e. RWB, where 275 were counted 
14 Jun and 175 on 22 Jun (JGJ); 2 were at Harvard Marsh 13 Jul (L&RH). 
Breeding has occurred in the RWB. Five remained in Harlan Co 26 Jun 
(G&WH), and 30 were at North Platte SL 8 Jul (TJW), the latter likely molt 
migrants. 

Ring-necked Duck: Stragglers included 2 in Harlan Co 8 Jun (G&WH) and 2 in the 
e. RWB 14 Jun (JGJ). 

Lesser Scaup: Latest reported was at Alma 8 Jun (G&WH). 

Bufflehead: Rare in Jun-Jul away from the Sandhills, a female/immature was in 
Hamilton Co 21 Jun (TL fide JGJ). 

Common Goldeneye: A female in Sarpy Co 8 Jun (L&BP) was only the 13th 
record in the period mid-Jim through mid-Sep. 

Hooded Merganser: The usual non-breeding female/immature-type stragglers were 
found in the RWB. Best count was 7 on 22 Jun (JGJ); 6 were in Holt Co 9 
Jun (DH). 

Common Merganser: The usual small summering group at LO included 4 on 9 Jun 
(SJD) and 3 males 17 Jun (TJW). 

Red-breasted Merganser: One at LO 7 Jun (SJD) was only the 3rd ever for Jun-Jul. 
Latest spring and earliest fall dates are 28 May and 7 Aug. 

Ruddy Duck: Good water conditions in the east allowed up to 7, including 5 
males, to summer in Sarpy Co (L&BP); as many as 20, including displaying 
males, remained at Utica SL 30 Jun (JG); and 2 displaying males were still in 
York Co 22 Jun (JGJ). 

Gray Partridge: The only report of this rather rare bird in Nebraska was of 2 near 
Naper, Boyd Co, 16 Jun (DH), within the expected ne. Nebraska range. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Booming was still going on at a lek on the 
Lincoln/Custer Cos line 20 Jun, the observer’s latest date by about 10 days 
(TJW). 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 
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Northern Bobwhite: “Good numbers” (TJW) were reported from n.-cen. Nebraska, 
with reports from Greeley (WF) Custer (TJW), and Garfield/Loup (RE) Cos. 
Recent years have seen a few records from the n. Panhandle; one was heard at 
Chadron SP 2 Jun (RE). 

Common Loon: A few non-breeders are reported each summer, generally westward; 
2 were at HCR 12 Jun (PD, KS), and 2 were at Calamus Res in Loup Co 15 
and 21 Jul (LR, RH, RE). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Breeding probably occurred at several locations in the east as a 
result of excellent water conditions; “multiple broods” were noted at NLB 30 
Jun (JG). 

Horned Grebe: One at LO 17 Jun (TJW) was late; there are very few records after 
early Jun. 

Eared Grebe: Exciting was the discovery of at least 2 nests and some 12 adults at 
Kirkpatrick North WPA, York Co, 22 Jun (JGJ, photo), the first documented 
nesting in the e. RWB since 1914-15 (JGJ). Territorial behavior had been 
noted in Seward and Clay Cos in 2007 (JGJ, PD). A single was at the Utica 
SL 30 Jun (JG). 

Western Grebe: This species breeds at CLNWR; a pair carrying young was there 21 
Jun (WM). The usual “hundreds” were still at LM 18 Jun (RE), and Enders 
Res, Chase Co, and Oliver Res both had 15-20 during Jun (SJD, TJW). 
Easterly for the date were the 4 at Swan L, Holt Co, 4 Jul (LR, RH); breeding 
has not been documented east of Carson L, nw. Garfield Co, some 8 miles 
sw. of Swan L. 

Clark’s Grebe: Reports were from CLNWR (SJD), LM (RE, ARy), and Oliver Res 
(AK), with best count 6 at LM 9 Jun (SJD). 

American White Pelican: A few non-breeders summer, usually northward; last high 
number reported was 488 at LM 7 Jun (SJD) and “hundreds” there 18 Jun 
(RE). The 112 at Calamus Res 15 Jul (LR, RH) were probably fall returnees. 

Neotropic Cormorant: The first RWB record was of one first seen at Hultine 2 Jun 
(PD) and photographed 3 Jun (JGJ). This is Nebraska’s 7th documented 
record. Another was reported without details at CLNWR 2 Jun; this is the 
2nd undocumented record, both of which are likely correct. 

Double-crested Cormorant: The “hundreds” at LO 18 Jun (RE) were likely 
immature non-breeders; 97 were there 7 Jun (SJD). Reports of 1-2 similar 
birds through the period were received from the e. RWB (JGJ), Otoe Co 
(L&CF), Pawnee Co (WF), Lancaster Co (LE), and Sarpy Co (L&BP); this 
many reports are unusual in se. Nebraska for summer. 

American Bittern: Routine reports. 

Least Bittern: Water conditions in the east suited this species; reports included 
singles in se. Sarpy Co 8 Jun-4 Jul (L&BP), at Hultine 9 Jun (PD), in a wet 
meadow in Thurston Co 19 Jun (BFH), and at NLB 28 Jul (JG). 

Great Blue Heron: The large rookery along the Platte River in s. Sarpy Co had 130 
birds 18 Jun (CNK), and a rookeiy in Thurston Co 23 Jun had 6 nests (BFH, 
JP). Three nests in cattails at CLNWR 21 Jun had eggs and young (WM). 

Great Egret: Exciting was the discovery that Great Egrets were nesting in the Sarpy 
Co Great Blue Heron rookery; nest-building was underway with about 7 
adults present 18 Jun (CNK, JGJ). This is only the 2nd record of nesting for 
Nebraska; the other was also in Sarpy Co, in the 1950s. Summer reports on 
non-breeders are fewest in Jun, and usually easterly; about 9 were reported for 
Jun including a westerly bird at CLNWR 21 Jun (WM). Post-breeding 
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wanderers usually arrive in Jul, but 9 in breeding plumage in the e. RWB 22 
Jun suggest arrival can occur in late Jun (JGJ). 

Snowy Egret: None were reported; this species normally occurs with Great Egrets in 
small numbers during late summer. 

Little Blue Heron: The only report of this uncommon visitor was of an immature at 
Hultine 9 Jun (PD), one of only a handful of e. RWB records for Jun. 

Reddish Egret: Nebraska’s second record (pending NOURC acceptance) was of one 
in “full breeding plumage” at Funk 12 Jun (KS); 

Cattle Egret: Surprising numbers were reported for the period; numbers are usually 
lowest in Jun-early Jul, but 85 were in the e. RWB 14 Jun (JGJ) and up to 25 
were in se. Sarpy Co through the period (L&BP, m. ob.), increasing to 36 by 
23 Jul (CNK). 

Green Heron: This species is fairly common as far w. as Lincoln Co along the 
Platte River, where 7 birds (one per river mile) were counted 23 Jun (TJW). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Nests with eggs and young were found at CLNWR 
and Avocet WMA, Grant Co, 21 Jun (WM). Seven at Funk 13 Jun (PD) and 
2 at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster/Saunders Cos, 25 Jun (LE) were suggestive 
of local breeding. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Most occur in Jul-Aug, and so an adult at Funk 14 
Jun (KS, photo) was unexpected. There are only 4 records of breeding for the 
state and about 30 records mid-Jun through mid-Jul. 

Glossy Ibis: The surprising explosion of reports of this species by experienced 
birders continues; at least 3 individuals were found. Two at Hultine 12-14 Jun 
were with nesting White-faced Ibises and may have nested also, but this could 
not be confirmed (PD, JGJ), and one was at NLB 27-31 Jul (JG photo, JGJ). 
Of the 21 documented records, 18 are in the period 2006-2008. 

White-faced Ibis: Numbers continue to increase, and nesting has become annual for 
this species in recent years; 107 birds and 20 nests, 9 with eggs, were at 
Hultine 12 Jun (PD), and 19 of 23 nests at CLNWR 21 Jun had eggs and the 
other 4 had eggs and/or young (WM). NLB hosted 80 birds 27 Jul (JGJ); in 
all, about 400 were reported statewide. 

Turkey Vulture: Routine reports. 

Osprey: The pair that attempted nesting near Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, was 
unsuccessful as the nest (see photo in the NBR March 2008, p. 14) was 
mostly destroyed in a storm 23 May; the birds were still present 23 Jun, 
however (SK, KD, AK). Rare summer stragglers were singles at HCR 16 Jun 
(PD, KS), LO 18 Jun (RE), and Sutherland Res 28 Jul (TJW). There are 
about 35 such summer reports in all. 

White-tailed Kite: Probably under-reported in the state, but a great find, only the 
5th documented record (pending NOURC acceptance) was one in Lincoln Co 
1 Jul (TJW, details). 

Mississippi Kite: Routine reports. 

Bald Eagle: Six birds on the Platte River between Venice and Schramm SP, Sarpy 
Co, 30 Jul consisted of “two loose family groups”(JGJ). 

Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: At best a rare breeder in the state, of interest was a male in 
Brown Co 17 Jun (DH), where breeding has occurred; one of few Jun-Jul 
reports away from known breeding areas was one in Cherry Co 19 Jul (DH). 

Cooper’s Hawk: Routine reports. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported; the only known regular location is FF. 
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Broad-winged Hawk: An exciting discovery was a nesting pair at North Platte; 3 
adults and at least one “fluffy” chick were present 3 Jul (TJW, photos). The 
nest was seen 7 Jul (ARy), but was damaged by a storm by 17 Jul and young 
could not be located (TJW). This is the only breeding record away from se. 
Nebraska. 



Broad-winged Hawk in North Platte, 3 July 2008. Photo courtesy of 
NEBRASKAIand Magazine. 


Swainson’s Hawk: One in Dodge Co 29 Jun (D&JP) was easterly at that date; 
breeding is rare in that part of the state. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk. Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: Groups of up to 15 were noted in Lincoln Co 15 Jul (TJW), 
indicative of fall movement or early migration. 

Merlin: One near Chadron SP 2 Jun (RE) was of interest; there are only a few 
breeding records from the w. Pine Ridge. 

Prairie Falcon: One as far east as Funk 14 Jun (KS) was a surprise; there is only a 
handful of summer reports away from the breeding range, likely immatures or 
non-breeders. 

Peregrine Falcon: None were reported; see Spring Report for failure of nesting in 
both Lincoln and Omaha. 

Virginia Rail: Rare in summer in the east, one was calling in a wet meadow in 
Thurston Co 19 Jun (BFH). One photographed in Seward Co 31 Jul (JG) may 
have been an edge-of-range breeder also; water conditions there were conducive 
to breeding. 
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Sora: Up to 3 in se. Sarpy Co 21-23 Jul (CNK, L&BP) were likely early migrants; 
there was no evidence of breeding. 

Common Moorhen: Rarely reported in Nebraska, although not too surprising this 
year given the excellent water conditions, one was in se. York Co 14 Jun 
(JGJ). 

American Coot: At least 2 broods and up to 26 adults were in se. Sarpy Co during 
the period (L&BP, m.ob.), where breeding only occurs in occasional wet 
years. 

Sandhill Crane: The pair near Facus Springs, Morrill Co, had a nearly full-grown 
chick 14 Jun (KD); this is the 4th year this pair has nested, raising at least 
one chick each year. Adults and a nearly full-grown chick were in Rock Co 18 
Jun (WM, photo); a pair nested there in 2006 also. 

Black-bellied Plover: One at Hultine 14 Jun (JGJ) was record late for the e. RWB 
in spring, although there are 2 later mid-Jun records for the state. 

American Golden-Plover: Two in nw. Seward Co 14 Jun (JGJ) and one at Hultine 
22-28 Jun (JGJ, PD) were only the 4th and 5th Jun records. An altemate- 
plumaged bird in Sarpy Co 8 Jul (CNK) was record early by one day, and 
only the 17th Jul-Aug record for this uncommon fall migrant. Most fall 
migrants are juveniles arriving in Sep. 

Snowy Plover: Habitat is reduced at LM, as suggested by the presence of only 2 
Snowies 9 Jun (SJD); previous years have seen as many as 20 adults (2004). 

Semipalmated Plover: The only report was of a migrant in Sarpy Co 30 Jul 
(L&BP), about on time. 

Piping Plover: Despite reduced habitat, 63 were at LM 9 Jun (SJD). Nesting 
continued for the 2nd consecutive year at CLNWR, with at least 2 nests there 
7 and 19 Jun (SJD, B&DW); Sandhills nesting records are few. Corps of 
Engineers data show 167 nests along the Missouri River in ne. Nebraska, 28 
of these at Lewis & Clark L, Knox Co (fide JED). 

Killdeer: Routine reports. 

Mountain Plover: The only report was from a regular location in w. Kimball Co 21 
Jun (AK). 

Black-necked Stilt: Breeding continues in the e. RWB; the 5th record, all records 
have been since 2005, was a nest at Hultine 22 Jun (JGJ). In addition, a pair 
was copulating in w. Seward Co 14 Jun and seen there 22 Jun (JGJ), and a 
territorial pair was at Harvard Marsh 2 Jun (PD). NLB hosted up to 8 adults 
25-31 Jul (JGJ, JG) and 4 were at Funk 13-14 Jun (PD, KS). Nesting has 
occurred in the w. Sandhills since 1985; one was on a nest near Ellsworth 3 
Jul, and young were present 17 Jul (ZC). 

American Avocet: As with Black-necked Stilt, easterly nestings for this species are 
increasing; 3 pairs were nesting at Harvard Marsh 2 Jun (PD), and one was 
incubating at Hultine 3 Jun (PD, JGJ). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Rather early, but not unprecedented for fall arrival, was one at 
Hultine 28 Jun (PD). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 

Willet: One in Sarpy Co 8 Jul (B&LP, CNK) was easterly; this species is rare in 
fall in the east. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Last spring migrant was one at Hultine 3 Jun (JGJ); it may have 
been the same apparently-injured bird that was there 14 Jun (JGJ). First fall 
returnees were the 13 in the e. RWB 22 Jun (JGJ), about on time. 
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Upland Sandpiper: An adult and a “very young’' chick in Dodge Co 18-19 Jun 
(D&JP) were at a rather late date for fledging. 

Long-billed Curlew: Easterly for the s. Panhandle was a pair in n. Cheyenne Co 24 
Jun; a pair there had raised a chick in 2007 and 2008 (fide JGJ). A few breed 
in w. Scotts Bluff Co; one was there 18 Jun (AK, KD). 

Marbled Godwit: Breeding pairs of this species have been found in recent years in 
remote parts of the w. and n. Sandhills; 2 territorial pairs were 12-15 miles 
se. of Alliance 20 Jun (WM), and a pair was in a wet meadow hayfield in 
extreme n. Cherry Co 22 Jun (DH). 

Sanderling: Routine reports. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Rather late, even for this late migrant, were 6 at LM 9 
Jun (SJD) and 4 in Merrick Co the same day (SJD). One in Fillmore Co 22 
Jun (JGJ) must have terminated its attempt at northward migration; there are 
now 4 records 20-30 Jun. 

Western Sandpiper: Two were at Calamus Res 21 Jul (RE), the only report. 

Least Sandpiper: Last for spring was at LM 9 Jun (SJD), rather late, and first 
reported for fall were 6 about on time in Sarpy Co 16 Jul (L&BP). 



White-rumped Sandpipers at Hultine WPA, 28 June 2008. Photo by 
Paul Dunbar. 


White-rumped Sandpiper: This is a late spring migrant, as indicated by counts of 
288 in the e. RWB 14 Jun (JGJ) and 144 in Merrick Co 9 Jun (SJD), and the 
26 still in the e. RWB 22 Jun, the 2nd-latest date there (JGJ). However, 4 at 
Hultine 28 Jun included one in first-alternate plumage, seemingly a mix of 
alternate and basic (PD, photo). This plumage is rarely seen in interior North 
America, as most either do not migrate north or do so only partially as in this 
case. Another was very late near Louisville on the Platte River 3 Jul (JGJ, 
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MB). These last two records were likely birds that cut short northward 
migration, and are the latest for spring. There are only 6 documented fall 
records, 20 Jul-9 Sep. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Rather late were 18 in the e. RWB 14 Jun (JGJ). 

Dunlin: Unprecedented for Nebraska was an altemate-plumaged Dunlin in se. Sarpy 
Co 29-31 Jul (CNK details, MCv). In contrast to most other small shorebirds 
(“peeps”), adult Dunlin generally do not migrate early but wait to migrate 
with juveniles. Usual early fall arrival dates are 4, 6, and 8 Sep, although 
there are 3 reports for Aug. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Two of fewer than 10 late Jun records were provided by singles at 
Waco WPA, York Co, and Hultine 22 Jun (JGJ). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Two at Hultine 22 Jun (JGJ) comprised only the 3rd Jun 
record for the state. Fall returnees were led by 16 in Dodge Co 28 Jul 
(D&JP). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: First fall arrival was one in se. Sarpy Co 27 Jul (CNK): 6 
were there 29 Jul (CNK). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Routine reports. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Routine reports. 

American Woodcock: The only report was of one at Bohemia Prairie, where one 
was found 7 Jul (MB). Summer reports are few; this regular location is 
towards the w. edge of the Nebraska range. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: There were several Jun reports (LE, JGJ, PD, JG) from the e. 
RWB suggestive of breeding, which is occasional there. No nests or recently- 
fledged young were reported, however. 

Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported; migration timing barely includes early 
Jun and late Jul. 

Long-tailed Jaeger: An ad. was photographed at LM 9 Jun (SJD); this is the 5th 
documented record for the state, and the earliest. The others are in the period 1 
Sep-3 Oct. 

Franklin’s Gull: Routine reports. 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: An adult at LM 7 Jun (SJD) was not unusual there, but a near¬ 
adult in nw. Phelps Co 2 Jun was a new species for the RWB (JGJ). 

Herring Gull: The only report was of a first-summer bird at LM 7 Jun (SJD); 
summer records are few, and almost all of immatures. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Immatures have become somewhat regular in spring at 
LM, but a first-summer bird there 7 Jun (SJD, photo) was only the 3rd record 
1 May-30 Jul. 

Least Tern: Reports were generally from the usual locations along the lower Platte 
and along the Missouri River in ne. Nebraska, as well as LM, where 9 were 
counted 9 Jun (SJD). One was in Lincoln Co 23 Jun (TJW). Good numbers 
were reported on Corps of Engineers artificial sandbars in ne. Nebraska, with 
215 nests (fide JED), and 40 adults and 10 fledglings were in Dixon Co along 
the Missouri River 27 Jul (BFH). Copulation was seen at Spencer Dam, 
Boyd/Holt Cos, where 5 adults were present 5 Jul (LR, RH); breeding occurs 
mostly along the lower Niobrara River. 

Caspian Tern: Late for spring were 2 at LO 17 Jun (TJW) and another in Dodge Co 
17 Jun (JGJ, MB), while early for fall were singles in Saunders/Sarpy Cos 12 
Jul (JGJ, MB) and in Gosper Co 13 Jul (MB). 
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Black Tern: Fall birds appear in mid-late Jun, most probably failed breeders and 
one-year-old immatures; 40 in Sarpy Co 18 Jun were mostly adults (CNK), 
and 30 there 8 Jul were mostly first-year non-breeders (CNK). 

Common Tern: The only sightings were at LM, where 2 adults were seen 7 Jun 
(SJD) and 2 individuals 18 Jun (RE), the latter rather late. 

Forster’s Tern: Four at HCR 15 Jun (G&WH) were tardy. Fall return was led by 
one in se. Sarpy Co 8 Jul (L&BP). 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: It appears this species now common statewide; it was 
“common even here” in the Sandhills in Jun (RE); the Sandhills was the last 
part of the state to be colonized, except perhaps for major cities like Omaha 
and Lincoln. 

White-winged Dove: The avalanche continues, with no fewer than 6 reports totaling 
8 birds; amazingly, 4 of the reports were on 15 Jun. Singles were in sw. 
Dixon Co 15 Jun (JJ), at North Bend 15 Jun (D&JP), at Funk 15 Jun (LR, 
RH), at Bartley 15 Jun (LR, RH), at Gering 22-23 Jul (BM, fide AK), and 3 
were in a Chadron yard 20 Jul (JF). For 2008 alone there are now 11 reports 
of 15 birds. No nesting was reported, however. 

Mourning Dove: Fall flocking was evident with 155 counted in Lancaster and 
Saunders Cos 31 Jul (LE). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Routine reports. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: There have been more reports the last year or two for this 
generally rather scarce species in Nebraska. This summer there were 8 reports 
statewide (m. ob.). 

Barn Owl: For the 4th year at least one adult was at the Ulysses nest site, unusually 
far east; however, bad weather may have precluded breeding (JG). A nest on a 
combine in s.-cen. Nebraska had 5 chicks at most 5-6 days old 3 Jul (CT); 
this is not an unusually late date (WM). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Two young fledged 23 Jun from a nest in North Platte (LD). 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl: The Scottsbluff landfill continues to host a large population; 30, 
including 21 young, were counted there 13 Jul (KD). Scarce in the e. RWB, 2 
were at a prairie-dog colony (also scarce) in Clay Co 22 Jun (JGJ). Good 
counts were the 15 in Perkins Co 28 Jul (TJW) and 12 in Lincoln Co 3 Jun 
(TJW). 

Barred Owl: Towards the west edge of the range were singles in Seward Co 30 Jun 
(JG) and Bohemia Prairie 7 Jul (MB). 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported; this is a regular but low-density breeder in 
Nebraska. 

Short-eared Owl: A successful nest in a Perkins Co stubble field was reported by a 
landowner 28 Jul (fide TJW). Although this species probably nests regularly 
in Nebraska, especially in the Sandhills, this is only the 2nd nest reported 
since 1970. 

Common Nighthawk: An excellent count was the 70 in Box Butte Co 7 Jun (SJD). 

Common Poorwill: Up to 3 were heard at Bohemia Prairie 7-9 Jul (MB); this is the 
farthest east this species occurs regularly, although there are nesting records 
for Lancaster and Jefferson Cos (1976 and 1963 respectively). 

Chuck-will’s-widow: Completing an improbable single-location goatsucker sweep 
for Nebraska was a single calling at Bohemia Prairie 7-12 Jul (MB, m. ob.). 
This is the northernmost record for this species in the state. Despite the 
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presence of at least one at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, in 2006 and 2007, 
none were present 30 Jun this year (JG). 

Whip-poor-will: Just for the record, this species was “numerous” at Bohemia 
Prairie 7 Jul (MB). This species occurs along the Niobrara Valley to e. Cherry 
Co, but encouraging was the continued presence in Boyd, Brown, and Keya 
Paha Cos 16-17 Jun (DH). 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 

White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Evidence is accumulating that breeding may occur 
west in the Platte Valley to Keith Co; one of several recent westerly summer 
records was of a pair present all summer in Brady (fide TJW). Although early 
fall records where breeding was not noted are in early Aug, one in a sw. 
Dixon Co yard 26 Jul was the first since spring (JJ). 

Calliope Hummingbird: A female was an early arrival in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 14 
Jul (KD); this is the 2nd-earliest of about 24 documented records. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: Exciting was the presence for the 2nd consecutive 
year of a pair in a s. Scotts Bluff Co yard; a female was seen 20 Jun and a 
male a few days later, with both present for about 3 weeks (AK). Nesting has 
not been confirmed in Nebraska. A female was record early in a n. Scotts 
Bluff Co yard 26 Jun, and a male in the same yard 9 Jul (KD) may have 
summered nearby also. 

Rufous Hummingbird: First reported was a male in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 12 Jul 
(KD), about on time for early dates. 

Betted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Last for the spring was one at FF 1 Jun (L&BP). 

Western Wood-Pewee: The presence of 1-2 singing birds in Lincoln Co 3 Jun 
(TJW) follows a spring sighting there in 2007 (CNK), apparently the first 
spring records for Lincoln Co. Eastern Wood-Pewee breeds in low numbers in 
Lincoln Co (TJW) and westward neighbor Keith Co; Westerns have been 
present for several years in Keith Co at the west end of LM. Thus this species 
and Eastern Wood-Pewee now have ranges touching in the lower North Platte 
Valley and in the cen. Niobrara Valley. Sightings of Westerns this summer 
mark the current east edge of the range, with 5 birds 10-20 miles sw. of 
Valentine Jun-Jul (DH), one calling in Logan Co 8 Jun (LR, RH), one calling 
at LO 18 Jun (RE), Lincoln Co (see above), and 3 “fuzzy fledglings” in 
Dundy Co 15 Jul (TJW). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: See discussion under Western Wood-Pewee. 

Acadian Flycatcher: Reports were from probably the only regular location, ICSP; 
singles were calling there 14 Jun (ME) and 26 Jul (L&CF). 

Willow Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Least Flycatcher: Two in Thomas Co 2 Jun (LR, RH) were likely late migrants, 
although this species does occur in summer, usually in the north and in tall 
cottonwoods. However, one as far south as ne. Gosper Co was singing under 
a cottonwood canopy at Phillips L 13 Jul (MB). 
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Cordilleran Flycatcher: This species continues to expand its range eastward in the 
Pine Ridge; nest-building was underway at Ponderosa WMA, Dawes Co, 4 
Jun (WM), where birds were found in 2006 (TJW). One was 2 miles s. of 
Chadron SP 12 Jun (WM), and another was at Fort Robinson SP, Dawes Co, 
3 Jun (RE). 

Eastern Phoebe: Routine reports. 

Say’s Phoebe: Easterly reports were of a nesting pair in Custer Co 4 Jul (TH) and 
one in Phelps Co 13 Jun (WF). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports from areas where this species is a regular breeder 
but in low numbers were of singles in Thomas Co 2 Jun (LR, RH), Logan 
Co 8 Jun (LR, RH), and West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 20 Jun (B&DW). 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Western Kingbird: Post-breeding groups form in late Jul; such a group was seen in 
Perkins Co 28 Jul (TJW). 

Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Consolidation of the breeding range in Nebraska 
continues with the 14th and 15th breeding reports; one was from a known site 
sw. of Kearney, where an apparent loose family group was found 21 Jul (KS) 
for the 3rd year. A new site near Denton was added, where a nest was seen 8- 
10 Jul (CT, KP). In addition, one was in extreme se. Blaine Co 1 Jun (LR, 
RH), and 2 were in Douglas Co 17 Jun (WF). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Adults feeding fledged young were widely-reported 17 Jun 
(TJW) through 31 Jul (LE), the latter in Lancaster Co where breeding has not 
been reported for a while (JGJ). 

Bell’s Vireo: This species reaches its highest numbers in cen. Nebraska; it was one 
of the most numerous species in Blaine Co 1 Jun (LR, RH). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: There were several reports westward in the Niobrara 
drainage, where this species has generally been scarce; 1-2 were singing in 
Boyd Co 9 Jun (DH) and Holt Co 16 Jun (DH). Also westerly were singles in 
Knox Co 9 Jul (MB) and n. Antelope Co 6 Jul (LR, RH). Evidence for 
breeding west of Knox Co is lacking. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Easterly was an apparent late migrant at CLNWR 7-8 Jun (CG, 
SJD); this is only the 2nd Jun record away from the Pine Ridge breeding 
range. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 

Philadelphia Vireo: None were reported; this is a regular fall migrant in the east. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: Somewhat elusive in summer, several were found in the Pine Ridge in 
Sioux Co 11-12 Jun (WM). 

Clark’s Nutcracker: This species apparently occurs in small numbers in the w. Pine 
Ridge most summers if looked for; 2 were in Sioux Co 12 Jun (WM). 

Black-billed Magpie: One in Clay Co 4 Jun (WF) was an easterly surprise; 
consolidation appears to be underway near Gibbon, where it was “most 
reliably seen in 14 years" (LR, RH), and one was in Pierce Co 26 Jul (DH). 

American Crow: Family groups begin to aggregate in late Jul; 13 birds were in se. 
Sarpy Co 23 Jul (CNK). 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 
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Purple Martin: Northwesterly reports near the edge of the range were of 3 in Holt 
Co 4 Jul (LR, RH) and a few at Calamus Res 14-21 Jul (LR, RH, WF, RE). 
Numbers increased suddenly at Broken Bow 11 Jul , suggesting imminent 
fall flocking (TH). 

Tree Swallow: A pair with eggs in a nest box in Cheyenne Co 25 Jun was the “first 
nesting in the area” (AS); the s. Panhandle probably has fewest breeding birds 
in the state. Young were fledged in Ogallala 25 Jun (CWH). 

Violet-green Swallow: Somewhat easterly were two in West Ash Canyon, Dawes 
Co 20 Jun (B&DW). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Routine reports. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Following the large numbers seen this past winter, a few 
were noted through summer far from the known breeding range, although no 
evidence of breeding was obtained; there are only about 11 such records. Two 
apparent pairs were at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 13 Jul (JR), and at least one 
spent the summer in or around a Lincoln yard (RE); another was in Lincoln 
20-21 Jun (LRB). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: This species is rare away from its known breeding range even in 
winter, and so a major surprise was the presence of a pair at Steer Creek 
Campground, McKelvie National Forest, Cherry Co, 19 Jul (DH). This is the 
only summer record for the species away from the Pine Ridge and Wildcat 
Hills. 

Rock Wren: Good numbers continue in the cedar canyons of se. Lincoln Co, where 
12-15 were found 15 Jul (TJW). 

Carolina Wren: One was in Knox Co 9 Jul at the same location as last year (MB); 
these are the northwestemmost reports to date. 

House Wren: Routine reports. 

Sedge Wren: Mid-late Jun reports in Nebraska are scarce for this species, which 
usually migrates north of Nebraska to breed in Jun. Interestingly, most Jun 
records are in the northeast, closer to where Jun breeding occurs in South 
Dakota. This summer, more than usual were reported in Jun in the northeast, 
with one singing in Stanton Co 9 Jun (WF), one near Ord 20 Jun (LB), one 
in Dodge Co 30 Jun (D&JP), and one in Pierce Co 1 Jul (MB). 

Marsh Wren: Evidence is accumulating in recent years for summer movement in 
this species not unlike that noted for Sedge Wren. One in w. Seward Co 22 
Jun was “newly arrived” (JGJ), and they were “everywhere” in w. Seward Co 
by 31 Jul (JG). At Twomile L, Cherry Co, 8-10 were present on 19 Jul while 
none were found May-Jun (DH). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Northerly reports continue, mostly from the nw. and ne.; 
one was in Morrill Co 14 Jun (AK), a pair was at Spencer Dam, Boyd/Holt 
Cos 16 Jun (DH), suggesting movement westward in the Niobrara Valley, and 
2 were in Cedar Co 13 Jul (JJ). Three young fledged 15 Jul in Bellevue 
(L&BP). 
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Eastern Bluebird: A rather late nest with 4 eggs was “new” near Bennington 15 Jul 
(JM). Young were seen to fledge by flying 75 yards from the nest box to a 
nearby tree near Sidney 25 Jul (AS). 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: This species occurs on rare occasions in summer in pines in 
Sioux Co, and has bred there; one was near Glen 28 Jun (AK). 

Swainson’s Thrush: Last in the se. were at FF (ARy) and in Lancaster Co (LE), 
both on 1 Jun. Last records for the state are usually in the north; one was in 
Sheridan Co 3 Jun (CNK) and 7 in Thomas Co 2 Jun (LR, RH). 

Wood Thrush: Two were in Knox Co along Schindler Creek 9 Jul where it has 
been scarce in recent years (MB). 

American Robin: Routine reports. 

Gray Catbird: Uncommon in the nw., one was at Chadron SP 2 Jun (RE). 

Northern Mockingbird: Still rare in the north, a pair was in Brown Co in Jun 
(DH). 

Sage Thrasher: One of fewer than 5 Jun records was one on Sowbelly Road, Sioux 
Co, 1 Jun (RT); nesting has not been confirmed in Nebraska. 

Brown Thrasher: Routine reports. 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

Cedar Waxwing: Routine reports. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Fifth-latest on record was one at FF 1 Jun (ARy); this 
is usually an early migrant 

Northern Parula: Routine reports. 

Yellow Warbler: Routine reports. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Unexpected was one in pines in Seward Co 27 Jun; its 
subspecies could not be determined (JG). This is the 11th report in the period 
27 Jun-11 Aug. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Routine reports. 

Cerulean Warbler: None were reported; this is a regular but rare summer visitor in 
the southeast. 

Black-and-white Warbler: This species is most common in summer in the e. 
Niobrara Valley; one was in Keya Paha Co 23 Jun (DH). 

American Redstart: Unusual in summer in Scotts Bluff Co, a pair continued on the 
west edge of Scottsbluff (fide AK) where it was first observed in 2005. This 
species is a common breeder along the Niobrara Valley, where “numerous 
pairs” were seen in Holt, Brown, Keya Paha, and Cherry Cos Jun-Jul (DH). 
One was in Thomas Co 2 Jun (LR, RH), where summering birds are scarce. 

Prothonotary Warbler: A singing male was heard as late as 30 Jun in FF (L&BP, 
ARy). Only the 5th Panhandle record was one in Scotts Bluff Co 3 Jun 
(RSm, fide AK). 

Ovenbird: Like American Redstart, this species is a common breeder in the 
Niobrara Valley; several were calling in Keya Paha, Brown, Holt, and Cherry 
Cos Jun-Jul (DH), and 2 were at Spencer Dam, Boyd/Holt Cos 5 Jul (LR, 
RH). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: None were reported; this species is inconspicuous after 
singing ceases in late spring. 

Kentucky Warbler: The only report of this lower Missouri Valley summer resident 
was of one in Otoe Co 13 Jun (L&CF). 

Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports. 
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Wilson’s Warbler: One in Omaha 7 Jun (JED) was rather late; it is the 10th Jun 
record for the state, the latest was 13 Jun. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: One in Otoe Co 16 Jul (L&CF, details) was a surprise; 
reports from the southeast have been few in recent years. Also easterly was 
one in Polk Co 9 Jun (SJD), and 4 at HCR 26 Jun were at the only known 
site there (G&WH). 

Summer Tanager: Routine reports. 

Scarlet Tanager: Breeding occurs currently in the Niobrara Valley west probably to 
Brown and Keya Paha Cos; reports were received from Holt, Boyd, and Rock 
Cos in Jun (DH, CH). 

Western Tanager: Routine reports. 

Green-tailed Towhee: One in a Sidney yard 7 Jun (AS) was 2nd-latest for spring. 

Spotted Towhee: One in Webster Co 24 Jun (WF) was easterly at that date. An 
unseen bird singing an Eastern Towhee song in Lincoln Co 3 Jun (TJW) was 
likely a hybrid at that location. 

Eastern Towhee: One at LO 17 Jun “looked and sounded” like this species (TJW); 
other westerly reports were in Antelope Co 7 Jul (LR, RH) and at Calamus 
Res, Loup/Garfield Cos 21 Jul (RE). These areas are mostly occupied by 
intermediates, but phenotypic Easterns and Spotteds also occur. A female 
Eastern in Platte Co 10 Jun was well-described; it was paired with a male 
intermediate (WF). 

Cassin’s Sparrow: This species was more in evidence in the s. Panhandle than 
usual; at the n. and e. extent of the range 2 males returned to a known 
location at LM 7 Jun (SJD) and 2 were near CLNWR 7 Jun (CG). Less 
surprising were 2 in w. Scotts Bluff Co 18 Jun (AK, KD), singles in Morrill 
and Kimball Cos 18 Jun (AK), and one in courtship display s. of Exit 1 on 1- 
80 21 Jun (AK). 

Chipping Sparrow: This species is less common in summer in the southwest than 
elsewhere in the state; singles were in Harlan and Furnas Cos 24 Jun (WF), 
and one was in se. Lincoln Co 8 Jul (TJW). 

Brewer’s Sparrow: The only report was of 2 near Box Butte Res, Dawes Co, 2 Jun 
(RE), within the expected summer range. 

Field Sparrow: Good counts were 15 in Dixon Co 7 Jun (JJ)and 12+ in a single 
Breeding Bird Atlas block in Burt Co 13 Jul (CNK). 

Vesper Sparrow: Two observers (JJ, MB) observed that this species is found in 
soybean fields Jun-Jul, at least in the northeast, where it has adapted to 
agricultural practices. Breeding is rare in the cen. and w. Platte Valley, and so 
sightings in Buffalo Co 1 Jun (D&JP) and Keith Co 17 Jun (TJW) were of 
interest. 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting: Routine reports. 

Savannah Sparrow: None were reported; this is a localized breeder in the 
Panhandle. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: This species is doing well in Nebraska, as it adapts to a 
variety of grasslands, including those being actively grazed by cattle. A good 
count was 28 in Dixon Co 7 Jun (JJ). 
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Hens low's Sparrow: One was singing at SCP 6 Jun (TF) where the prairie is 
rotationally-grazed; none were at a prairie in Pawnee Co Jun-Jul that was 
being fairly heavily grazed by cattle but where large numbers were present in 
2007 under very light grazing (WRS). A surprise was 2 singing in Merrick 
Co 9 Jun (SJD); summering is known north to Stanton Co. 

Song Sparrow: One in Hayes Co 25 Jun (WF) follows a record of a territorial bird 
singing in Red Willow Co this spring and together these provide the only 
evidence that breeding might occur in the Republican Valley. This species is 
slowly expanding its range s. and w. in Nebraska, however. 

Swamp Sparrow: There are scattered breeding colonies in established cattail 
marshes along and just s. of the Platte Valley, generally marking the s. edge 
of the breeding range; two singing in Hall Co 21 Jun (PD) were an example 
of this distribution. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Breeding birds were reported from expected 
locations at Chadron SP 2 Jun (RE) and in Sioux Co, where fledglings were 
seen 28 Jun (AK). 

McCown’s Longspur: None were reported; this species breeds regularly along the 
w. edge of the Panhandle. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: None were reported; this species breeds regularly in 
the Panhandle. 

Northern Cardinal: One at Chadron SP 2 Jun (RE) was only the 6th record since 
1960 in the northwest. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: One near Gibbon 19 Jun was considered unusual, though 
apparently regular there (LR, RH); this is the easternmost regular site on the 
Platte River. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting: One in Thomas Co 2 Jun (LR, RH) was probably a late migrant; 
recent years have seen numerous spring records eastward. 

Indigo Bunting: Routine reports. 

Dickcissel: Excellent numbers occurred westward; there were “very many’ in Logan 
Co 8-9 Jun (LR, RH), they were “everywhere” in Keith Co 17 Jun, where the 
observer surmised that wetter conditions allowed for more weeds (TJW), and 
“abundant” in Lincoln/Custer Cos where a Breeding Bird Survey route 
recorded them at 25 of the 50 stops (TJW). 

Bobolink: A loose flock of 12 males 8 Jul in Cuming Co (LE) signaled the start of 
fall movement for this early fall migrant. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Wetter conditions in Custer and Lincoln Cos apparently 
resulted in an increase of this species; Westerns are usually the only species 
present in the area (TJW). Not uncommon in the Sandhills generally, one was 
at Calamus Res 21 Jul (RE). 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Reports were from expected locations in Sioux and Morrill 
Cos (AK), although the presence of at least one pair for the 2nd year on the n. 
side of Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff Co, was in unusual habitat (AK). 
Breeding records from Scotts Bluff Co are lacking. 

Common Grackle: A large group of 800 adults and immatures was at Nebraska 
City as early as 20 Jul (L&CF). 
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Great-tailed Grackle: Reports were statewide in small numbers, including 2 nests 
at CLNWR 21 Jun, one with eggs, the other with eggs and young (WM). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports. 

Orchard Oriole: A nest with 3 eggs was in Hitchcock Co 15 Jul (TJW), somewhat 
late. A good count was 19 in the LM area 7 Jun (SJD). 

Baltimore Oriole: Routine reports. 

Bullock’s Oriole: Routine reports. 

Cassin’s Finch: A pair s. of 1-80 Exit 1, Kimball Co, 21 Jun (AK) provided only 
the 3rd Jun-Jul record for this species; there is a single breeding record. 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: Singles at Oliver Res 6 Jun (SJD) and as far east as Bassett in the 
Niobrara Valley 6 Jun (CH) may have been post-breeding wanderers; this 
species can breed as early as Feb in Nebraska. 

Pine Siskin: Most reports were from the north and west, and fairly widespread after 
the large winter numbers. Breeding resumed in a Cheyenne Co yard where 
adults were feeding young 25 Jun (AS), and juveniles were at an Ogallala 
feeder 3 Jul (fide CWH). Breeding may have been attempted in the se., where 
3 birds, including one canying thistle down, were seen through the summer 
(L&CF). 

Lesser Goldfinch: The only report was of a male at CLNWR 7-8 Jun (CG, SJD); 
this is about the 15th documented record, most of which are recent. 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 


2007 (19th) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 


Compiled by Mark A. Brogie (NOURC Chairperson) 
508 Seeley, Box 316 
Creighton, NE 68729 


The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union (NOU) 
Records Committee are described in its bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). 
The committee’s purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird 
sightings and to establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. The “Official 
List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published in 1988 (NOU Records 
Committee 1988) and has been updated two times (NOU Records Committee 1997, 
2004). 

The “Official List” has been appended seventeen times: (Mollhoff 1989; Grenon 
1990, 1991; Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Brogie 1997, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 
2005, 2006, 2007; Jorgensen 2001, 2002, 2003). This report includes all accounts 
submitted during the calendar year of 2007 covering 30 records with accession 
numbers 1176-1205. 
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All records mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE. 
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be 
found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review (NBR). 

State List 

The American Ornithologists' Union Checklist of North American Birds, 
Seventh Edition (1998) and the Forty-first, Forty-second, Forty-third, Forty-fourth, 
Forty-fifth, Forty-sixth, and Forty-seventh Supplement to the American 
Ornithologists' Union (AOU, 1997, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007) 
contain many taxonomic changes affecting North American birds. The following 
summarizes all 2007 revisions by the AOU in regards to changes in scientific names, 
and changes in assignments to family and order of species to the most recently 
published “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2003” (NBR 72: 108-126). 

Additionally, the list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence as determined 
by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird occurrences in 
Nebraska for 1998-2007. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the following terms 
(NOU Records Committee 2004): 

Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 

Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 

Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 

Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 

Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 

The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 or 8 
of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt most 
appropriate by the committee. 

With this report, the following changes are made to the “Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska: 2003”. 


Changes in Frequency of Occurrence 

1. White-winged Crossbill ( Loxia leucoptera ) Regular to Casual. 


Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions 
and/or Changes in English or Scientific Names 

1. Bean Goose (Anser fabalis) becomes Taiga Bean-Goose ( Anser fabalis ) 

as a result of a split in the Bean-Goose complex. A. f middendorffii is the 
subspecies associated with the sightings in Nebraska (AOU 2007). 

2. Belted Kingfisher ( Ceryle alcyon ) becomes ( Megaceryle alcyon ) (AOU 

2007). 
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Changes in Sequence 

1. The vultures (family - Cathartidae ) are moved from the order Ciconiiformes 
and once again placed in the order Falconiformes (AOU 2007). The 
Cathartidae family will be placed at the beginning of the Falconiformes, 
in front of the Accipitridae family in the “Official List of the Birds of 
Nebraska”. 

Criteria for Accepted Records 

In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor is required 
with no more than one dissenting vote (NOU Records Committee 1986). Records 
in the following classes are listed as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists. 

I-P - a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists. 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists. 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of 

the same bird exist. 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 

same bird exist. 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the species, 
class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. 


Pre-2007 Accepted Records 

Raven (Corvusj species unknown 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; JO) near the Nature Conservancy's 
Niobrara Valley Preserve headquarters, north of Johnstown, Brown Co., 

29 December, 2006. Initially submitted as Common Raven {Corvus corax ) 
but changed to raven species as bird was not heard. Accession #1176 

2007 Changes in Firmness of Data 

1. Ash-throated Flycatcher {Myiarchus cinerascens) changed from Class III 
to Class I-P. 


2007 Additions to State List 

There were four new additions in 2007. With the addition of these species, the 
“Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” now stands at 452 species. 

1. Frigatebird: Fregata (unknown species) 

Insert: Family Fregatidae: Frigatebirds after Anhinga {Anhinga anhinga) 
Insert: Fregata (unknown species), Accidental, I-P after Fregatidae 
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2. Zone-tailed Hawk ( Buteo albonotatus ), Accidental, III 

Insert between: Swainson's Hawk ( Buteo swainsoni ) and Red-tailed 
Hawk ( Buteo jamaicensis ) 

3. Royal Tern ( Thalasseus maximus ), Accidental, I-S 
Insert after: Forster's Tern {Sterna forsteri) 

4. Eurasian Tree Sparrow ( Passer montanus ), Accidental, I-P 
Insert after: House Sparrow {Passer domesticus) 


2007 Accepted Records 

Red-throated Loon {Gavia stellala ) 

1. A first-year bird was photographed (Class I-P, PD) at Harvard WPA, 

Clay Co., 04 November 2007. Accession # 1203 

Glossy Ibis {Plegadis falcinellus) 

1. A lone adult bird was observed (Class III; EB) south of Bellevue, Sarpy 
Co., 25 May 2007. Accession #1187 

Frigatebird ( Fregata ) species unknown 

1. A frigatebird (unidentifiable to species) was photographed (Class I-P, TG, 
BT) near the 1st Street Elkhom River Bridge in Norfolk, Madison Co., at 
dusk on 28 August 2007. Accession #1191 

**This represents the first documented record for this genus in Nebraska. 

2. An all dark frigatebird (unidentifiable to species) was observed below 
Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co.; 08 September 2007 (Class III, MG). 
Accession #1194 

Zone-tailed Hawk {Buteo albonotatus) 

1. A single bird was described (Class III; CRB) and photographed (SK) on 
25 April 2007 at a "vulture roost" below Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 
(near the entrance gate to the Cedar Point Biological Station). The 
photographic evidence was very suggestive but was deemed insufficient 
to be stand-alone documentation. Accession #1186 
**This represents the first documented record for this species in Nebraska. 

Common Moorhen {Gallinula chloropus) 

1. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, JG) at Tamora Basin WPA, 
Seward Co., 17 May 2007. Accession #1185 

Laughing Gull {Larus atricilla) 

1. A second-year bird was observed (Class III; MAB) at Weigand Marina, 

Knox Co., 03 October 2007. Accession #1195 

Royal Tern {Thalasseus maximus) 

1. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, DP, JP) at Lake 

Babcock/Lake North, Platte Co., 08 September 2007. The bird was found 
dead on 10 September and salvaged (SR) under authorization of the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. The carcass was donated to the 
University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), prepared (Class I-S, TL), 
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and added to the research collection as # ZM-18317 - an adult female in 
definitive basic plumage (Rehme et al. 2008). Accession #1192 
**This represents the first documented record for this species in Nebraska. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorus platycercus) 

1. A description (Class 111, RS) was received of a single bird observed at a 
feeder in Bellevue, Sarpy Co., 18 & 22 October 2007. Accession # 1200 

2. A second written description (Class III, BG) was received of the above 
bird from observations on 18 & 22 October 2007. Accession # 1201 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher {Tyrannus forficatus) 

l. One of two birds present was photographed (Class I-P, JT) at Eppley Airfield, 
Sarpy Co., 03 June 2007. Accession #1188 
The NOURC no longer seeks documentation for this species. 

Ash-throated Flycatcher ( Myiarchus cinerascens ) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III, WJM) south of Exit 1, Kimball Co., 
28 June 2007. Accession #1189 

2. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, JG) and recorded at the 
above location 10 July 2007. Accession #1190 

Subsequent sightings at this location in 2007 led to the "First Report of 
Ash-throated Flycatcher {Myiarchus cinerascens) Breeding in the 
Nebraska Panhandle Region" (Mollhoff et al. 2008). 

Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli ) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III, AD) at Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 
25 October 2007. Accession # 1202 

Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius ) 

1. A single adult male was photographed (Class I-P, KL via DL) coming 
to a bird waterer south of Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 21 February 2007. 
Accession #1180 

Curve-billed Thrasher ( Toxostoma curvirostre) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, JJ) east of Madrid, Perkins 
Co., 22 April 2007. Accession # 1181 

Blue-winged Warbler {Vermivorapinus ) 

1. A single female was observed (Class III, KD) east of Scottsbluff, Scotts 
Bluff Co., 08 May 2007. Accession #1184 

Yellow-throated Warbler {Dendroica dominica) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, JC) coming to a bird feeder 
near Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 11 December 2007. Accession # 1204 

Golden-crowned Sparrow {Zonotrichia atricapilla ) 

1. A single adult was photographed (Class I-P, BW) on White River Road, 
Sioux Co., 04 May 2007. Accession #1182 
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Smith's Longspur ( Calcarius pictus ) 

1. A single male bird was observed (Class III, RE) at Hultine WPA, Clay 
Co., 10 October 2007. Accession #1199 

Brewer's Blackbird ( Euphagus cyanocephalus ) 

1. A single immature male bird was observed (Class III, LR, RH) east of 
Gering, Scotts Bluff Co., 15 December 2007. Accession # 1205 

Lesser Goldfinch ( Carduelis psaltria) 

1. A "black-backed" male was photographed (Class I-P, JJ) along Wright's 
Gap road, Scotts Bluff Co., 01 September 2007. Accession #1193 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow {Passer montanus ) 

1. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, ELB) near Enoia, 
Madison Co., 03 February 2007. Accession #1179 

represents the first documented record for this species in Nebraska 
(Brogie 2007). 


Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU Records 
Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification claimed. 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification. 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee's failure to accept the 
record. 


Unaccepted Records (Received in 2007) 

Eurasian Wigeon {Anas penelope ) 

1. A description of an adult male observed 06 March 2007 at Spikerush 
WMA, York Co., lacked sufficient details for approval. Class IV. 

Accession #1198 

Turkey Vulture {Cathartes aura ) 

1. A series of written reports were received of a single bird observed at the 
Riverside Zoo in Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co.; 11 & 15 January 2007. 
Although very suggestive, the descriptions in these documentations lacked 
sufficient details for approval. Class IV. Accession #1177 

Slaty-backed Gull {Larus schistisagus ) 

1. A bird described as "at least a 3-year gull, probably going into the 4th 
year" was observed at Offutt Air Force Base Lake, Sarpy Co., 21 
December 2006. This observation occurred during the time that this 



Vol. 76 No. 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


117 


species was present nearby at Lake Manawa, Iowa; however, the 
description in this documentation lacked sufficient details for the addition 
of this species to the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska". Class V. 
Accession #1178 

Common Raven {Corvus corax) 

1. A written report was received of a single bird observed near Brownlee, 
Cherry Co., 29 September 2007. Although very suggestive, the 
description in this documentation lacked sufficient details for approval. 
Class IV. Accession #1197 

Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivorapinus) 

1. A written report was received of a male and female in an orchard at 
Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 08 May 2007. The description in this 
documentation lacked sufficient details for approval (Class IV); however, 
this was the initial sighting that led to the above Blue-winged Warbler 
documentation (Accession # 1184) and was, at least in part, undoubtedly 
correct. Accession #1183 

MacGillivray's Warbler (Oporomis tolmiei ) 

1. A photograph was received of an immature Oporomis female warbler 
observed south of Nickerson, Dodge Co., 08 September 2007. Although 
suggestive, the documentation provided did not conclusively rule out a 
female Mourning Warbler {Oporomis Philadelphia ), which also may have 
broken eye rings. Class IV. Accession #1196 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus ) is a loosely colonial (Graul 
1975) upland shorebird that breeds across the xeric tablelands of the western Great 
Plains and shortgrass prairie ecoregion of North America (Knopf and Wunder 2006). 
This is a species of conservation concern throughout its range because of apparent 
range-wide population declines (Knopf and Wunder 2006). The U.S. Shorebird 
Conservation Plan (USSCP) recently classified the species as globally highly- 
imperiled (Brown et al. 2001; USSCP 2004). Reasons for the decline of Mountain 
Plovers are not fully understood. Habitat destruction and the tendency of the species 
to nest in agricultural fields, where nests may be susceptible to destruction from 
agricultural practices, have been identified as possible causes (Shackford et al. 1999, 
Dreitz 2005, Knopf and Wunder 2006). 

Bruner et al. (1904) described the species as “not uncommon in extreme 
western Nebraska” at the turn of the 20 th Century and noted the species had been 
observed in Cheyenne, Dawes, and Sioux Counties. Observed declines in Mountain 
Plover abundance in Nebraska over the following decades were likely the result of 
actual population declines and a lack of systematic surveys for the species (i.e., 
detectability). As late as the new millennium, Sharpe et al. (2001) described the 
species as a rare, regular breeder limited to southwestern Kimball County. Sharpe et 
al. (2001) also suggested that the earliest spring migrants in Nebraska arrived in 
early April, and that most migrants left by the middle or end of July. 

However, the conclusions of Sharpe et al. (2001) regarding the status of 
Mountain Plovers in Nebraska were largely based on inconsistent and opportunistic 
observations of nesting Mountain Plovers on stony, overgrazed rangeland. 
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Additional information was gleaned from the results of Shackford et al. (1999) who 
found plovers on agricultural fields (e.g., winter wheat) in southwestern Kimball 
County. Mountain Plovers are cryptically colored, oftentimes remain motionless 
when approached by perceived threats, and occupy a range within Nebraska that is 
largely privately owned. These three factors have made locating plovers difficult, 
and have compounded our poor comprehensive understanding of Mountain Plover’s 
abundance across its distribution in Nebraska. Despite this, the species is state-listed 
as threatened under the Nebraska Nongame and Endangered Species Conservation 
Act and is classified as a Tier 1, at-risk species according to the Nebraska Natural 
Legacy Project (Schneider at al. 2005). 

In 2002 the Nebraska Prairie Partners (NPP), a cooperative partnership 
between the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory (RMBO) and Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission (NGPC), initiated a project to identify the extent of the breeding 
distribution and population size of Mountain Plover in Nebraska. The NPP made a 
concerted effort to gain access to private lands in the southwestern panhandle before 
initiating systematic research and monitoring activities focused on Mountain Plover 
ecology. Specific monitoring activities included road-side surveys, early spring 
visual checks in areas where plover were found in previous years, and monitoring 
nests in agricultural fields (nest marking) throughout May and June of most years. In 
addition, surveys of randomly selected 200x200 meter patches (patch surveys) were 
conducted in late April and May of the 2004-2007 field seasons. 

The purpose of this paper is to provide an updated, descriptive assessment 
of Mountain Plover in Nebraska. We base our conclusions on six years (2002-2007) 
of Mountain Plover monitoring data in the southwestern panhandle of Nebraska. We 
reviewed data collected from our monitoring activities to reassess the status of 
Mountain Plover in Nebraska including 1) estimated arrival dates of spring migrants 
and departure dates of fall migrants, 2) nesting chronology and time intervals of peak 
nesting activity, and 3) a general distribution of breeding Mountain Plovers in the 
southwest panhandle. 

METHODS 

Study Area 

The majority of surveys outlined in this manuscript took place across the 
Kimball Grasslands Biologically Unique Landscape (BUL) in the southwestern 
panhandle (Schneider 2005), including portions of Kimball, Cheyenne, and Banner 
Counties. Surveys were also conducted in the 17 westernmost counties of Nebraska 
during the 2004 field season. The Kimball Grassland BUL is characterized by xeric 
tablelands on both sides of the Lodgepole Creek drainage. On the tablelands the 
predominant composition of the land is native rangeland and dryland wheat/millet 
farming (pers. obs.). Both intensively grazed rangeland and dryland wheat farming 
provide Mountain Plovers with essential breeding habitat, specifically flat, disturbed 
areas with greater than 30% bare ground (Knopf and Miller 1994). The Kimball 
Grasslands BUL adjoins Wyoming to the west and lies adjacent to the northern 
boundaiy of the Pawnee National Grassland in Weld County, Colorado, once 
considered a major stronghold for Mountain Plover before recently observed 
population declines (Knopf and Rupert 1996). 



122 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 76 No. 3 


Migration Chronology 

Preliminary surveys detected Mountain Plovers across the study area in 
early spring. These surveys were usually limited to southern Kimball County, and 
were conducted in early April during the 2002-2005 field seasons. In 2006 and 2007 
these surveys were initiated on 3 April and 20 March, respectively, in order to better 
approximate the first day Mountain Plovers arrive in Nebraska. These surveys were 
also conducted opportunistically at similar areas in late August and early September 
in 2006 and 2007 to document the last day that Mountain Plovers were observed 
across the study area before fall migration. 

Nesting Ecology 

The Mountain Plover nest marking program was developed in 2003 by Fritz 
Knopf in cooperation with RMBO and the Colorado Division of Wildlife, to locate 
and protect Mountain Plover nests from accidental tillage on privately-owned 
agricultural fields. NPP implemented the program in Nebraska from late April 
through the end of June in all field seasons beginning in 2004. Working in 
conjunction with local producers, nests were located in agricultural fields by driving 
parallel transects with ATVs in fallow and stubble strips till adult birds were flushed 
off a nest, at which point technicians backed off the area and waited for the adult to 
return before determining the exact location of the nest. Once located, the nest was 
marked with orange-painted wooden lathe, and an incentive payment was offered to 
landowners for each nest they avoided with tillage operations. 

When we located a nest, we floated the eggs to estimate nest age according 
to Dinsmore et al. (2002). We subsequently revisited nests twice a week to 
determine their fate (e.g. - successful, predated, abandoned, etc.). We assumed a 29- 
day incubation period (Knopf and Wunder 2006) to estimate when nests were 
initiated, and in the event a nest succeeded between revisits, we used the midpoint 
between revisits and the average 29-day incubation period (Knopf and Wunder 2006) 
to estimate the laying date. While nest marking was concluded at the end of June, 
nest checks during the 2005 through 2007 field seasons were continued as long as 
needed to assign a fate to all marked nests. After estimating nest initiation dates for 
nests monitored during the 2005-2007 field seasons, we grouped the three years 
together by interval and tested for the existence of two distinct sets of nest initiation 
dates by comparing a 2 component normal mixture distribution with a single normal 
distribution, and carrying out a likelihood ratio test with 3 degrees of freedom to 
account for the additional 3 parameters needed for a 2 component mixture 
distribution. 

Mountain Plovers were sometimes observed incubating eggs and exhibiting 
several different agonistic behaviors (see Graul 1973 or Knopf and Wunder 2006 for 
descriptions) during patch surveys, suggesting that nesting occurred in close 
proximity, and provided further information on the nesting habits across this study 
area. In order to explore potential patterns between Mountain Plover nesting 
chronology (e.g., cold weather delaying nest initiation) and local climatic conditions, 
we accessed the High Plains Climate Research Center database (University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska) and obtained temperature and precipitation 
data for April through July during the 2006 and 2007 field seasons from a weather 
station in Kimball County, Nebraska. 
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Breeding Distribution 

Roadside transect surveys and the patch surveys began in mid-April of all 
years, and continued through the end of May or first week in June. In 2003, we 
conducted roadside surveys to determine Mountain Plover occupancy throughout the 
17 counties of extreme western Nebraska; Sioux, Dawes, Sheridan, Box Butte, Scotts 
Bluff, Banner, Morrill, Kimball, Cheyenne, Deuel, Garden, Keith, Perkins, Chase, 
Dundy, Hayes, and Lincoln Counties. Patch surveys were conducted during the 
2004-2007 field seasons at areas where plovers were encountered during the 2003 
surveys. While patch surveys had mi underlying experimental design and were 
therefore more informative (e.g., as opposed to solely documenting 
presence/absence), they were also more labor intensive and were therefore only 
conducted on the reduced range where plover were encountered during the 2003 
roadside transects, specifically in Banner, Kimball, and Cheyenne Counties. Patch 
surveys were conducted to determine breeding Mountain Plover habitat associations 
and to estimate the relative abundance of plovers in Nebraska, and while not 
specifically designed to address the objectives in this paper, they provided sightings 
important in estimating the distribution of plover in Nebraska. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Migration Chronology 

The earliest observations of Mountain Plovers in Kimball County were 2 
adults on 5 April 2002, 4 adults on 18 March 2003, 5 adults on 8 April 2004, 4 adults 
on 3 April of 2006, and multiple groups of three plovers on 24 March 2007. Because 
some of these dates are the first day of the season that we attempted to locate plover 
(2004 and 2006), and are probably later than when plover truly arrived, evidence 
presented here suggests that Mountain Plover likely begin migrating into Nebraska 
as early as the middle to end of March. Our latest observations of Mountain Plover 
in Nebraska for the 2002, 2003, and 2004 field seasons were 1 August (10 
fledglings), 15 August (1 adult), and 16 July (5 adult, 4 fledglings), respectively. 
However, increased survey effort in the fall of 2006 and 2007 resulted in the 
observation of a flock of 28 plovers (mostly juveniles) on land adjacent to an area 
with relatively high nest densities on 31 August 2006. Additionally, on 3 September 
2007 we observed 78 Mountain Plover (both adults and juveniles) on the adjoining 
land to the south of where the 2006 group was observed. Both the 2006 and 2007 
observations suggest migration dates that are much later than previously believed. 

Nesting Ecology 

While few Mountain Plover nests had ever been located in Nebraska (see 
Sharpe et al. 2001 for a listing of all events), our monitoring efforts yielded a total of 
278 nests (272 on agricultural fields and 6 on native rangelands) over the duration of 
this study. The majority of Mountain Plover nests in Nebraska were initiated during 
the first two weeks of May. Using these nests, we were able to back estimate the 
onset of Mountain Plovers nesting to late April of all years. This estimate is 
interesting because we rarely located nests during nest marking in late April. We 
believe this pattern is likely because plovers were not displaying behavioral cues that 
would suggest the presence of a nest. 
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We estimated the earliest nests were initiated on 26 April 2006 and 28 April 
2007, based on hatching dates and a 29-day incubation period. These dates are 
nearly a month later than earliest arrivals were detected on the study area. While the 
earliest date of arrival of spring migrants in 2006 is not known, a colder April in 
2007 (avg. low = -1.83 °C) compared to 2006 (avg. low = -0.21 °C) could be 
responsible for the observed delay between plover arrival and nest initiation. 
However, our results could be an artifact of some other events not addressed in this 
study. The first two weeks of May coincided with the onset of warmer weather in 
both 2006 (avg. low = 1.29 °C) and 2007 (avg. low = 5.18 °C). This was also the 
period when plovers began to display behavioral cues associated with nesting, a 
requirement for identifying exact nesting locations. 

We based our observed plover nesting chronology on data from the 2005- 
2007 field seasons, and the histogram of our estimated initiation dates suggested a 
skewed, bimodal distribution for all three field seasons (Figure 1). After grouping 
the three field seasons together we found statistical support for a bimodal 
distribution, where the two component model was a better approximation to the data 
(X 2 - 50.5, df=3, p < le‘ n ). ). Approximately 70% of the nests are assigned to the 
first component with an average initiation date of 6 May (Ordinal Day =126, 
a 2 =25.6), and the other 30% of nests are in the second component with an average 
initiation date of 1 June (Ordinal Day = 152, o 2 =37.7) (Figure 2). 



Figure 1. Estimated date that Mountain Plover eggs were laid based on a 29-day 
incubation period. For nests hatched between revisits, 29-day incubation is applied 
from the middle of relevant nest visits. Nests were located in Kimball County, 
Nebraska during nest marking for the 2005-2007 field seasons. 


This result suggests that the largest numbers of nests were initiated in early 
May, with another pulse of nest initiation in late May and early June. One 
explanation for this observed pattern was that the initial peak represents first nesting 
attempts, while the second peak represents second nesting attempts by resident 
plovers (or inexperienced first time breeders) who lost their first nests (Knopf and 
Wunder 2006). Another explanation is that the second peak is nests initiated by non- 
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resident plovers dispersing into Nebraska following nest failures elsewhere (Knopf 
and Rupert 1996). While it is possible that the smaller grouping of nests initiated in 
early June are first nesting attempts, it seems more probable that these are second 
nests being laid in response to previous nest failures in mid-May. 

We observed Mountain Plovers incubating eggs into the middle of July, 
which is when it was previously believed that plovers were migrating south (Sharpe 
et al. 2001). While the possibility exists that the birds observed in late August and 
early September of 2006 and 2007 were migrants from areas farther north, the 
contents of a number of our marked nests in Nebraska during the 2006 and 2007 
field seasons did not hatch until mid-July. This information coupled with the 34-36 
day chick-fledgling period (Knopf and Wunder 2006), suggest that the groups 
observed in late August and September could have been locally-reared juveniles that 
had not yet migrated. 



Figure 2. Frequency histogram of nest initiation date for Mountain Plovers in 
Nebraska. The solid curve is a kernel density estimate using a Gaussian kernel. 
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Breeding Distribution 

Mountain Plovers were observed in Banner, Cheyenne, and Kimball 
Counties during patch surveys. Approximately 83% of our occupied survey patches 
were located south of 1-80 in Kimball County. Plover nests were also located in the 
three aforementioned counties, but most nesting by plovers was concentrated in 
southern Kimball County. The NPP has received landowner reports of Mountain 
Plovers in agricultural fields in both Deuel and Scotts Bluff Counties, but these 
sightings have not been verified and, if true, are likely attributable to extralimital 
individuals or migrants. Based on our data, we estimate the current distribution of 
plovers in Nebraska (Figure 3) to include the southwestern portion of Cheyenne 
County (southwest of Sidney and south of 1-80), all of Kimball County except the 
area north of 1-80 and east of Highway 71, and the very southern portion of Banner 
County (west of Highway 71). While Mountain Plovers were located across this 
entire range, we found multiple core nesting areas (all within Kimball County) where 
breeding densities were much higher. 



Figure 3. Rough distribution of breeding Mountain Plover (shaded area) observed in 
the southwest panhandle of Nebraska during the 2002 through 2007 field seasons. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

In 2007, we conducted our nest marking program on 23,575 acres of 
agricultural fields, and located a total of 111 Mountain Plover nests. If we assume 
that -70% of our total nests are nests belonged to original (not renesting) nesting 
birds (Figure 2), we would deduce a minimum number of approximately 40 breeding 
pairs (80 breeding adults) of Mountain Plovers in the 2007 field season. This 
number does not depend on whether or not the perceived renesting attempts (Figure 
2) are made by resident or non-resident birds in response to original nest failure, and 
also does not take into account the number of non-breeding birds on the study area, 
or detection probabilities associated with the nest marking method. Therefore, the 
actual number of Mountain Plovers across this landscape is almost certainly greater 
than our minimum number (-80), and with 106,450 acres of suitable dryland 
wheat/m illet available across the landscape in 2007 (NPP, unpublished data) the 
number might range up to 180 breeding pairs (360 breeding adults). 

Compared with historically documented sightings, our results indicate that 
Mountain Plovers are more numerous in Nebraska than previously believed. Our 
results suggest a spring migration chronology similar to that suggested in Colorado 
(Graul 1975), with Mountain Plover arriving in Nebraska in mid- to late March, 
which is earlier than previously documented in Nebraska (Sharpe et ah 2001). Our 
data also suggest that juveniles may reside within the state as late as early 
September, which is significantly longer than previously documented (Sharpe et ah 
2001). If true, this suggests that Mountain Plovers are present on the breeding 
grounds in Nebraska for approximately 5 months in any given year. Our assessment 
of Mountain Plovers in Nebraska, using the same terminology of Sharpe et ah 
(2001), suggests that their status should be revised from a rare, regular breeder to a 
fairly common, regular breeder with a localized distribution within the state. 
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OBSERVATION OF HAILSTORM-CAUSED MORTALITY OF LEAST TERNS 
AND PIPING PLOVERS ON THE NIOBRARA RIVER, NEBRASKA 
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Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
PO Box 188 
Gothenburg, NE 69138 
mpeyton@cnppid.com 


Jim Jenniges 

Nebraska Public Power District 
900 4th Ave. 

Kearney, NE 68947 
jyjenni@nppd.com 

Hail has been documented to be a cause of mortality to adult Least Terns 
and Piping Plovers as well as to eggs and young (Boyd 1992, Lingle 1993, 
Schweitzer and Davis 2000, SD Dept, of Game, Fish and Parks 2005). 



While on an airboat survey to document Least Tern (Sternula antillarum) 
and Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus ) use of a portion of the Niobrara River 
(from Highway 137 to the Spencer Dam, approximately 40 river miles), the authors 
observed the remnants of a Least Tern and Piping Plover colony that had been hit by 
an overnight rainstorm accompanied with large hail. The colony was found on the 
morning of June 18, 2008, in the southwest comer of Boyd County, Nebraska 
(UTM 14 northing 
480112.1, easting 
4739856.9 in Section 
30, T33N, R16W). 

A number of terns 
and plovers were 
observed flying over a 
riverine sandbar and 
displaying courtship 
activities. Further 
investigation of the 
area to count adults 
and investigate the 
possibility of nesting 
resulted in the dis¬ 
covery of several dead 
adults. These dead 
birds showed obvious 
signs of trauma. 


Figure 1. Least Tern. Photo by Mark Peyton. 
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including broken wings and legs (see Figure 1). The site was surveyed on foot for 
approximately 20 minutes by the survey team. Dead birds were collected from an 
area approximately 150 feet in diameter. No evidence of nests, eggs or chicks was 
observed. It is believed that most, if not all, dead birds on the sandbar were 
discovered and collected. We observed 7 live adult Least Terns using the area and 
four dead adults and 8 live adult Piping Plovers and two dead adults. 

The surrounding sandbar 
surface was pockmarked from hail, 
which fell as a series of storms moved 
through the area the previous evening. 

According to the Nebraska Rainfall 
Assessment and Information Network 
website, the nearby cities of Spencer 
and Atkinson, Nebraska, received 0.76 
and 1.62 inches of rain, respectively, 
as the storm system passed through 
the area. Hail approximately three 
inches deep was observed on Highway 
281 the previous evening as a result of 
the storm, and hail stones were 
observed by the survey team in road 
ditches west of Naper, Nebraska, in 
the early morning hours of June 18th. Hailstone size at the colony was estimated as 
large as 1 inch in diameter (see Figure 2 for scale). 

The carcasses of the dead birds were collected and later transferred to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Grand Island, Nebraska, in accordance with 
scientific permit requirements. None of the dead birds were banded although two 
live plovers using the area had green flags on their upper right legs, indicating they 
were banded on the Missouri River. 
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Figure 2. Sandbar surface pockmarked by 
hailstones. Photo by Mark Peyton. 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2008 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

Of interest to many is evidence of northward movement of species which 
generally summer on the Great Plains. In addition to White-winged Dove and 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, both slowly establishing as breeders in Nebraska, 
significant numbers of Glossy Ibis continue to be found, probably associated with 
major increases in numbers of White-faced Ibis. Perhaps the biggest surprise this late 
summer and early fail was the large number of Lesser Goldfinches reported from the 
southern Panhandle. 

Less exciting by far, but worthy of attention were reports of several Mute 
Swans in the Omaha area, including a duo of juveniles, and a couple of sightings of 
Monk Parakeets, last known to breed in the state in 1998. Neither would be 
welcome additions to the breeding avifauna of Nebraska. 

Notable western species found in the east included California Gull and 
Rufous Hummingbird, while Cassin's Kingbird and Cassin’s Vireo crept eastward 
farther than usual. Most surprising in this group, however, was a Pygmy Nuthatch 
in Lincoln, a veiy rare vagrant in general. A mention also for Varied Thrush, a rare 
but annual visitor from way west, of which 3 were reported. Conversely, best eastern 
bird west was an immature Blackburnian Warbler banded in Scotts Bluff County. 

Relative to last year’s good numbers, both Red-breasted Nuthatch and Purple 
Finch were back to normal levels. At the time of this writing, no notable incursions 
of winter birds had been detected. Among regular migrants, Blue-headed Vireo, 
Nashville Warbler, and Orange-crowned Warbler appeared in excellent numbers; the 
migration period for Orange-crowned Warbler occupied all of 3 months. Strangely, 
Wilson's Warbler, usually abundant as a migrant in the west, was at a low ebb. 

In the category of phenomena, the huge roost of Purple Martins in central 
Omaha, peaking at 35,000, was unprecedented as far as we know. 

Finally, an identification note. Two vireos of the “Solitary” complex were 
banded, measured, and well-photographed in Scotts Bluff County by Nancy Gobris 
of Nebraska Prairie Partners. Measurements indicated both were unequivocally 
Cassin’s, but plumage characters indicated at least one may have been a Plumbeous. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
Cem: Cemetery 
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Co(s): County(ies) 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Knox/Cedar Cos 
HCR: Harlan Co Res SRA, Harlan Co 
L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogaliala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 
m. ob.: many observers 
NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 
NM: National Monument 

NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, 
and Thayer Cos 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co 


GAZETTEER 

Bittern's Call: WMA, Dawson Co 

Calamus Res: SRA, Loup and Garfield Cos 

Chadron SP: Dawes Co 

Forest Lawn Cem: Omaha 

Funk Lagoon: WPA, Phelps Co 

Harvard Marsh: WPA, Clay Co 

Hultine: WPA, North and South units. Clay Co 

Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co 

Ponca SP: Dixon Co 

Sandhills: targe area of sand-based prairie in north*central Nebraska 
Sutherland Res: SRA, Lincoln Co 
Tamora Basin: WTA, Seward Co 


OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
ARy: Allan Reyer, Bellevue 
BR: Brooks Rownd, Hilo, HI 
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CG: Carlos Grande, Clay Center y Espafia 

CHy: Carr Heaney, Omaha 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CS: Carolyn Sonderman, Omaha 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Omaha 

ECT: Edna Claire Thomas, Morrill 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

GJ: Gerry Jorgensen, Blair 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

JD: Jeff Drahota, Lincoln 

JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln 

JF: John Flavin, Chadron 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JS: Jon Strong, Omaha 

JW: Jan Whitson, Seward 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 

KC: K. Carnes, Lincoln 

KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

L&CF: Laurence & Carol Falk, Nebraska City 

LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MCv: Matthew Cvetas, Evanston, IL 

ML: Mike Lesnik, Helena, MT 

MS: Matthew Sittel, Bellevue 

NG: Nancy Gobris, Scottsbluff 

NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Fall Meeting 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PP: Pat Pourchot, Alaska 

PS: Phil Swanson, Bellevue 

PZ: Penny Zahurones, Omaha 

R&AB: Ray & Ann Boice, Gering 

RBa: Rebecca Bates, Oshkosh 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RG: Robert Gill, Omaha 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon 

RL: Roger Lawson, Curtis 
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RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSi: Ruben Siegfried, Scottsbluff 

RSm: Rod Smith, Gering 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, 1A 

SR: Sarah Rehme, Lincoln 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

TR: Tommie Rogers, Mound City, MO 

TS: Tom Stehn, Austwell, TX 

TSi: Tina Simeon, Ogallala 

TSm: Ty Smedes, Urbandale, IA 

WF: William Flack, Madison 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: A straggler was in Madison Co 24 Aug (MB). 

Snow Goose: The usual stragglers were noted: 8 in all during Aug (JGJ, MB, DSt, 
LE). Large flocks arrived on time in Nov; tens of thousands were flying south 
over Washington Co 23 Nov (PP). 

Ross's Goose: Routine reports. 

Cackling Goose: One at Sutherland Res 30 Aug (MB, DSt) may have summered 
there; fall arrival begins late Sep. 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 

Mute Swan: Currently this species is not established in Nebraska, and so several 
reports around Omaha were of interest. Two apparently unmarked juveniles 
were at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 1-23 Nov (JWH photos, PS photos, DL); 
these were likely fledged in the Omaha area, but may have flown in from 
some distance. Single adults were reported at Zorinsky L 4-7 Sep (RS), on a 
pond near 140th and Burt all summer though 29 Nov (CHy), and one on 
Regency L 14 Nov (JSt). I am unaware of any breeding pairs in the area. 

Trumpeter Swan: Routine reports. 

Tundra Swan: None were reported; this is a rare fall migrant. 

Wood Duck: Rather late females and broods were in Sarpy Co 2 Aug (CNK) and 
Lancaster Co 21 Aug (LE). 

Gadwati: The 1298 in Lancaster Co 20 Oct (LE) was a good count. 

American Wigeon: Routine reports. 

Mallard: Sutherland Res hosted an impressive (for recent years) 35,000 on 4 Nov 
(SJD); high fall counts are in the 75,000+ range. 

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal: None were reported; these birds become inconspicuous in late 
summer as males enter eclipse plumage and all birds depart by mid-Sep. 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 
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Green-winged Teal: The past few summers have seen more of this species in the e. 
RWB, with the first breeding there in 2007; the 2nd breeding record was a 
female with 2 large but unfledged young at Hultine 23 Aug (JGJ). Despite 
noticeable numbers (mostly molt migrants?) appearing at many locations in 
late summer, there are only 4 breeding records south of the Platte River. 

Canvasback: The 2-3 at North Platte SL 4 Aug (TJW) were early, as was one there 
27 Aug (JGJ); these were likely failed breeders. Such early fall records are 
scarce. 

Redhead: The 20 at North Platte SL 4 Aug (TJW) were likely failed breeders; such 
early fall reports away from breeding areas are unusual. 

Ring-necked Duck: Surprising were the 2-3 taking advantage of excellent water 
conditions at Bittern's Call 29 Aug-12 Sep (TJW, LR, RH, WF); this species 
is not known to breed in Nebraska. 

Greater Scaup: Routine reports. 

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 

Surf Scoter: At least 4 of this rare fall migrant were at LM 4 Nov (SJD), and 
another was at Sidney the same day (SJD). 

White-winged Scoter: The only report of this rare fall migrant was a juvenile at LM 
4 Nov (SJD). 

Black Scoter: The 2 reports of this rare fall migrant were from Lancaster Co: 2 
females/immatures were at Bluestem L 9 Nov (JGJ) and 2 more 
females/immatures were at PL 11 Nov (JGJ). 

Long-tailed Duck: The only report was of 1-2 in Lincoln 9-10 Nov (JGJ). 

Bufflehead: Routine reports. 

Common Goldeneye: One in Scotts Bluff Co 18 Oct (AK) was rather early; there 
are only 5 earlier fall dates. 

Hooded Merganser: Routine reports. 

Common Merganser: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Merganser: Three in Sarpy Co 31 Oct (CNK) were rather early. 

Ruddy Duck: A rare nester in the e. RWB, 2 broods about half-grown were present 
23 Aug-11 Oct at or near Straight Water WMA, Seward Co, (JG, JGJ). 

Gray Partridge: Two were found 5 Aug nw. of Laurel; the observer (MB) notes that 
“This area seems to be one of few reliable spots to find this species in 
northeastern Nebraska in recent years.” Since 2000, all reports (except for a 
small Sioux Co population) are from extreme ne. Nebraska, including Cedar, 
Dixon, Dakota, Thurston, and Wayne Cos. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Numbers appear to be good in the sw. Nebraska range, 
with reports 15 Oct east to Hayes Co (TJW). 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite: Good numbers, 50+ in several coveys, were found at SCP 30 
Nov (KP). 

Common Loon: Routine reports. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports. 

Horned Grebe: Earliest migrants appear in late Aug; 3 were at Bittern's Call 24 
Aug (LR, RH), with 2 there 27 Aug (TH). 

Red-necked Grebe: None were reported; this is a rare fall migrant. 

Eared Grebe: Routine reports. 
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This juvenile Brown Pelican was at Harlan County Reservoir 19-23 October 
(photographed by Kent Skaggs 19th October; Glen & Wanda Hoge); it was 
Nebraska's sixth documented record. 

Western Grebe: LM hosted 2830 on 4 Nov (SJD); 218 were at Sutherland Res the 
same day (SJD). These are good counts for Nov. Easterly were singles at PL 
26 Oct (JGJ) and BOL 21 Nov (JGJ). 

Clark's Grebe: Routine reports. 

American White Pelican: Best count was 500 at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton Co, 5 
Oct (WF); no large flocks were seen at HCR, unusual for there (G&WH). A 
straggler was near Niobrara 27 Nov (MB). 

Brown Pelican: A juvenile at HCR 19-23 Oct (KS photo, G&WH details, WF) 
provided Nebraska's first documented fall record. There are 6 documented 
spring records, the latest 10 Jul. 

Neotropic Cormorant: A non-breeding adult at BOL 26 Aug (LE details) was the 
9th documented record for Nebraska. Reports have increased noticeably 
northward on the Great Plains in recent years. 

Double-crested Cormorant: The 12,000 at HCR 5 Oct (G&WH) was a record fall 
count; all of the high fall counts are from HCR. 

American Bittern: Only 3 were reported, during 4-26 Sep, including one flushed 
from rangeland in Lincoln Co 13 Sep (TJW, WF, JG). 

Least Bittern: Only 3 of this generally scarce species were reported; singles were in 
w. Seward Co 14 Aug (JG) and York Co 20 and 28 Aug (LE), and another 
was a window strike in Hastings 23 Sep (PD). The last is rather late with only 
5 later dates. 
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Great Blue Heron: Good water conditions and the large rookery along the Platte 
River allowed for large numbers in se. Sarpy Co, with 62 counted 9 Aug 
(CNK) and 50-100 estimated 16 Aug (ARy). 

Great Egret: Best e. RWB count was 80 in w. Seward Co 7 Sep (JGJ), while the 
43 in se. Sarpy Co 9 Aug (CNK) was a good count there. 

Snowy Egret: Reports were mostly from the e. RWB through 7 Sep, with best 
count 7 on 9 Aug (JGJ, JG). The only other report was from BOL 2 Oct (LE). 

Little Blue Heron: The only reports of this uncommon species were of immatures 
in Fillmore Co 9 Aug (JGJ) and Knox Co 28 Sep (MB). 

Cattle Egret: Best count was a moderate 60 at Harvard Marsh 15 Sep (WF). One in 
w. Seward Co 9-12 Nov (JW) was the second-latest on record. 

Green Heron: Routine reports. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: An immature near Niobrara 28 Nov (MB) was 4th- 
latest on record; there are 2 records for Dec and one for early Jan. The 24 at 
NLB 12 Sep (LE) was a good tally. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: More than usual were reported: a juvenile was at 
Funk Lagoon 2 Aug (KS) and 3 birds were there 23 Aug (JGJ), a juvenile was 
in Adams Co 4 Aug (PD), and an adult was in w. Seward Co 23 and 28 Aug 
(JGJ, LE). 

Glossy Ibis: The assault on Nebraska by this species continues apace, with 5-6 
reported; one observer (JGJ) noted that it is “ridiculous how ho-hum they have 
become this year”. There are now about 24 records, all but 3 of these in 2006- 
2008. Singles were at NLB 3 Aug (CNK), in se. Sarpy Co 3 Aug (MCv), at 
Straight Water WMA, Seward Co, 9-16 Aug (JGJ), and Tamora Basin 23 Aug 
(JG). Two were found in the e. RWB 24 Aug (JGJ); these may be some of the 
birds listed above. 

White-faced Ibis: Large numbers were reported, continuing the trend of recent years. 
Best counts were 85 in the e. RWB 16 and 23 Aug (JGJ), 70 there 9 Aug 
(JGJ), and 50 at Tamora Basin 20 Sep (JGJ). 

Turkey Vulture: A roost with 60 birds was near Alma 30 Sep (G&WH). Highest 
fall counts are of flyover migrants. 

Osprey: The usual 3-month fall migration period was stretched to the limit by early 
birds along the Lower Platte River 9 Aug (JGJ) and near Ashland 15 Aug 
(JGJ), and late singles in Buffalo Co and at LO on 4 Nov (SJD). Best count 
was 6 at LO 20 Sep (JGJ). 

Mississippi Kite: The 3 at Ogallala 27 Aug (JGJ) were expected at that breeding 
location, but surprises were singles in Deuel Co 30 Aug (MB) and in Howard 
Co 1 Sep (MB, DSt). The latter were likely fall wanderers; southward 
movement occurs in Sep. 

Bald Eagle: Routine reports. 

Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper's Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: The only report was of a “great look” at a juvenile hunting 
pigeons around buildings at 144th and Dodge in Omaha 7 Sep (MB); this is 
record early by about a month. Fledglings begin migration first, as early as 
late Aug and Sep (Birds of North America Online). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported; this species’ tenuous existence as a 
Nebraska breeder is in jeopardy, with at least one regular observer believing 
breeding no longer occurs at FF (EB). 
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Broad-winged Hawk: Two juveniles over n. Omaha 21 Aug (JR) may have been 
fledged locally; migration begins in late Aug, but this is an early date. Best 
count was 17 at Ponca SP, Dixon Co, 24 Sep (L&BP). A few are reported 
from the west; singles at Alliance 13 Sep (KD) and in Scotts Bluff Co 24 Sep 
(fide AK) were only the 10th and 11th fall Panhandle records. Westerly were 
an immature at Hastings 6 Sep (PD) and an adult at Kearney 17 Sep (TH). 

Swainson's Hawk: A good count was the 94 in a combined soybean field near 
Axtell 4 Oct (KS); highest fall counts are in the thousands, however. 

Red-tailed Hawk: First Red-tailed (Harlan's) Hawk was, appropriately, reported 
from Harlan Co 25 Oct (TH). Another, but with reddish tints in the tail, seen 
over Omaha 26 Oct was thought to be a Harlan’s X Red-tailed (Western) cross 
(JR). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Easterly was one in Adams Co 15 Sep (WF), near the regular 
e. limit for this species. 

Rough-legged Hawk: First reported was in Lancaster Co 27 Oct (LE), about on 
time. 

Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: A surprising concentration was the 38 in Long Canyon, Banner 
Co, 21 Sep (JGJ). 

Merlin: Singles in Dawes and Sioux Cos 17-18 Aug (MB) may have been rare local 
breeders, although migration begins in mid-Aug. Both long-distance migrant 
columbarius and short-distance migrant and winter visitor richardsonii were 
reported in Custer Co Oct-Nov (TH). A very dark bird was in Saunders Co 10 
Oct (MB); although such birds resemble western suckleyi , they may be the 
darkest individuals of columbarius (Sibley). 

Prairie Falcon: One in Cedar Co 9 Nov (L&BP) was farther east than usual, as were 
singles in Knox Co 18 Oct and 8 Nov (MB). 

Peregrine Falcon: A juvenile in Adams Co 4 Aug (PD) was about 5th-earliest on 
record away from known breeding areas. 

Black Rail: A small black bird flushed at SCP 26 Sep, seemingly too late to be a 
juvenile of any rail species, was identified more or less by default as this 
species (ARy, KP, details submitted to NOURC, but considered 
inconclusive); such sightings are frustrating, but it seems reasonable that 
Black Rails occur during migration despite the presumably low numbers that 
might breed in n. Nebraska and farther north. Interestingly, the only other 
dated fall report for Nebraska was 20 Sep. 

Virginia Rail: At least one pair with downy chicks was at Tamora Basin 30 Aug-7 
Sep (JG, JGJ, photo), only the third confirmed breeding record for the RWB. 
This species is surprisingly uncommon in the RWB, as noted by two very 
active observers (JGJ, PD); it was suggested that the numerous Soras might 
be a factor (JGJ). As migrating rails do, one appeared in an Omaha nursery 
building 28 Sep (JR). 

Sora: Migrants may appear in late Jul; thus 7 in Adams Co 4 Aug (PD) and one in 
Sarpy Co the same day (L&BP) were likely migrants. 

American Coot: The 2111 in Lancaster Co 16 Oct (LE) was a good count. 

Sandhill Crane: Peak numbers were noted 15-31 Oct (m. ob.); “hundreds to 
thousands” flew over Curtis 18 Oct (RL). 

Whooping Crane: Unusually far east were 2 in Thayer Co 31 Oct (JGJ, video) and 
2 in Johnson Co 27 Oct (JGJ, photo), the latter the easternmost on record for 
fall. A lone juvenile lingered near Alma from 15 Oct until its pond froze 4 
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Dec and it departed 5 Dec (fide TS), the latest on record for the state by 2 
days. 

Black-bellied Plover: Two adults, scarce in fall, were at Tamora Basin 9 Aug (JGJ); 
other reports, presumably juveniles, were in the period 1 Sep-18 Oct (LR, 
RH, PD), including a good count of 24 in Clay Co 18 Oct (RE). 

American Golden-Plover: A record fall count was the 420 at Tamora Basin 3 Oct 
(JD); also a good fall count was the 109 in Seward Co 2 Oct (LE). Rare 
westerly, one was at LM 20 Sep (JGJ). 

Semipalmated Plover: Routine reports. 

Piping Plover: Routine reports. 

Killdeer: Best count was 340 in Adams Co 4 Aug (PD); highest fall counts are 700 
(twice). 

Mountain Plover: None were reported; in recent years small flocks have been 
reported in Sep. 

Black-necked Stilt: In contrast with the past 3-4 years, no young were produced in 
the e. RWB, although breeding activity had been noted this spring and as 
many as 5 were at Tamora Basin (JGJ, JG, RE). The 7 birds at Bittern’s Call 
27 Aug included a newly-fledged juvenile likely produced there (JGJ). Best 
count was an excellent 35 at Lakeside 31 Aug (MB, DSt). Until this year 
there had been only 7 records after mid-Aug, but 5 lingered at Tamora Basin 
rather late 17 Sep (RE), and one was at Bittern’s Call 12 Sep (WF). The only 
later date on record is 21 Sep. 

American Avocet: Uncommon easterly, 3 were in Sarpy Co 10 Aug (CS). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Fourth-latest on record was one at PL 1 Nov (JGJ, CG); most 
leave by mid-Oct. 



A nice photograph of a juvenile Western Sandpiper in Adams County 25 August, 
taken by Paul Dunbar. 
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Solitary Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Singles at North Platte SL (TJW) and in Buffalo Co (WF), 
both on 3 Nov, were tardy; latest dates are in mid-Nov. 

Willet: Routine reports. 

Lesser Yellowlegs. Routine reports. 

Upland Sandpiper: One in Custer Co 20 Sep (TH) was tardy; there are fewer than 
20 records for Oct. 

Long-billed Curlew: Routine reports. 

Marbled Godwit: Reports east of Keith Co in fall are uncommon, with only 22 
prior to this fall, most in the RWB. This year there were 3: one in Adams Co 
4 Aug (PD), 2 at Kenesaw WPA, Adams Co, 15 Sep (WF), and one at 
Tamora Basin 20 Sep (JGJ). 

Ruddy Turnstone: The only report was of a single in Lancaster Co 6 Aug (LE); 
fall reports are few, this only the 22nd on record. 

Sanderling: Three in Knox Co 15 Nov (MB) were latest on record by one day. 

Semipaimated Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Western Sandpiper: A surprising number of reports was received; although more 
often reported in fall, numbers are usually low, and adults are rare. About 30 
birds were found 23 Aug (JGJ) through 9 Sep (WF). The former was a 
juvenile, as were the 7 near Juniata 25 Aug (PD, photo), and it is likely 
therefore that all reports were of juveniles. Best count was the 10 scattered 
through Dawson, Perkins, and Lincoln Cos 30 Aug (MB, DSt). 

Least Sandpiper: Routine reports. 



This juvenile Short-billed Dowitcher was nicely photographed by Paul Dunbar in 
Adams County 25 August. 
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Baird's Sandpiper: One near Niobrara 22-27 Nov (MB) was 5th latest on record; 
there are 4 records for Dec. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: The 300 in the e. RWB 9 Aug (JGJ) was a good count 

Dunlin: Generally a late migrant in fall, not expected before Sep, the only reports 
were of one at Tamora Basin 11 Oct (JGJ) and 2 juveniles at LO 4 Nov (SJD). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Most of the 13 reported were juveniles 23-30 Aug (JGJ, 
PD, LE. MB), as expected. Three others, 2-6 Aug (CNK, RBa), would likely 
be adults, although they were not identified as such. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Routine reports. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Routine reports. 

American Woodcock: The only report was of one in Omaha 25 Oct (PZ); the 
limited data available suggest peak migration is in the latter half of Oct. 

Wilson's Phalarope: Routine reports. 

Red-necked Phalarope: Easterly was one in Adams Co 15 Sep (WF). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: None were reported; 1-2 are usually found in Nov. 

Sabine's Gull: The only report of this regular large-reservoir migrant was of 2 at 
BOL 9 Oct (LE). 

Bonaparte's Gull: Best count was 70, rather early at Bittern's Call 24 Aug (LE). 

Franklin's Gull: Large numbers were at BOL, best count the 14,200 there 2 Oct 
(LE); highest fall counts on record are 85,000+ however. 

Mew Gull: A 2nd-year bird was at Alma SL 29 Nov (PD photo); this is the 11th 
fall record, 22nd overall. 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: Reports eastward away from LM seem to be increasing in recent 
years; prior to this fall there were only 7 reports from the east. However, this 
year there were 4-5 birds found: one un-aged at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 10 
Nov (LE) may have been one of the two adults there 28 Dec (JGJ), a 1 st- 
winter bird at Oak L, Lincoln, 24 Nov (JGJ), and another 1st winter at GPD 
27 Nov (MB). Best count at LM was 19, all adults, 4 Nov (SJD). 

Herring Gull: Routine reports. 

Thayer's Gull: Usually late to appear in fall, the only report was of a 1 st-winter 
bird about on time at GPD 15 Nov (MB). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: There were 2 reports of this now-regular migrant: a 3rd- 
year bird was at LM 20 Sep (JGJ) and a 2nd-year was at Alma SL 29 Nov 
(PD). 

Least Tern: Routine reports. 

Caspian Tern: The only report of this low-density migrant was of one in se. Sarpy 
Co 15 Sep (CNK). 

Black Tern: Routine reports. 

Common Tern: The only report of this uncommon migrant was of a single at 
Chappell L, Deuel Co, 30 Aug (MB, DSt). 

Arctic Tern: A report with identification details was received, but while the bird 
may have indeed been an Arctic Tern, the details were not conclusive. 

Forster's Tern: Routine reports. 

Parasitic Jaeger: A surprise was a fly-by juvenile at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry 
Co, 10 Sep (D&JP, details, subject to NOURC acceptance). 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 
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This interesting photograph of a near-adult Mew Gull (left) and a Ring-billed Gull 
provides an excellent comparison of mantle colors and outer primary patterns; it 
was taken by Paul Dunbar at Alma 29 Nov. 


Eurasian Collared-Dove: Now that this species is ubiquitous in Nebraska, we 
resort to reporting large fall and winter counts; best were a flock of 80 in 
Broken Bow 14 Nov (TH)and 50 in Valley Co 25 Oct (WF). The 4 highest 
counts to date (77-200) are in the period mid-Nov through mid-Feb. 

White-winged Dove; Now being reported regularly in small numbers in every 
season except winter, this fall's contribution was the 4 in a Chadron yard by 
the end of Aug (JF), suggestive of breeding there. Only one was present 13 
Sep (JF). 

Mourning Dove; The 299 in Lancaster Co 13 Aug (LE) was a good count. 

Inca Dove: One was reportedly present in Brule for ‘‘some time' 1 prior to 7 Nov (fide 
CWH); no details were received, however. 

Monk Parakeet: Whether this species is nesting in Omaha or nearby is conjectural; 
the last known nests were at Freedom Park, Omaha, in 1998. This fall saw the 
first reports for some time, a single at an Omaha feeder 28 Sep-2 Nov (LH), 
and one in cen. Omaha 30 Oct (JR). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Last reported was at FF 1 Oct (ARy), a bit tardy. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The only report of this uncommon species was of one in 
Lancaster Co 10 Aug (JGJ). 

Barn Owl: One in a cut-bank hole in Sioux Co 17 Aug (MB) was northerly; there 
are very few records in the n. Panhandle. A nest in a grain elevator at Stella 
had 2 nearly-fledged young 15 Aug (JGJ). 
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Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Snowy Owl: An indication of a potentially good winter for this species was the 
arrival of one in Saunders Co on the rather early date of 20 Nov (fide TSm, 
photo seen). 

Burrowing Owl: The Scottsbluff Landfill continues to be a good site; 30 
individuals, 75% of them juveniles, were there 3 Aug (KD). Easterly was a 
road-killed bird in Clay Co 9 Aug (JGJ), and 2 adults with 5 juveniles were 
in Keya Paha Co 8 Sep (CH). 

Barred Owl: Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported; wintering birds begin to arrive by early Nov. 

Short-eared Owl: Only 5 were reported, all singles, in York Co 15 Oct (WF), 
Kearney Co the same day (WF), Dodge Co 16 Oct (D&JP), at SCP 9 Nov 
(D&JP), and in Johnson Co 25 Nov (TEL). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: A call heard after dark near North Platte 3 Nov was 
described as a “repeated, one-note, bell-like call” (LD) and identified as from 
this species. Although there are few fall records, banding data show that 
southward movement takes place in Oct-Nov. 

Common Nighthawk: Routine reports. 

Common Poorwill: None were reported; most depart in Sep. 

Whip-poor-will: None were reported; most depart in Aug and early Sep. 

Chimney Swift: Excellent counts were the 200 flying over Forest Lawn Cem 15 Oct 
(JR) and 186 in Douglas Co 27 Aug (RG). Oct 15 is a rather late date for 
large numbers; last reported was one over FF 16 Oct (PS). 

White-throated Swift: None were reported; most leave in Sep. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: This species is being reported more often in the 
Panhandle in fall; one was at WSR 22-23 Jul and 2 more were noted during 
Aug (HKH). A female was near Mitchell 11-12 Sep (KD). A hummingbird 
unidentified to species was at a Bassett feeder 20 Oct; at this date, vagrant 
western species are likely. Last dates for Ruby-throateds are Oct 10,11,11. 

Calliope Hummingbird: Now regular in the w. Panhandle in small numbers, 3 
were reported; one remained at WSR 16 Jul-13 Aug (HKH), a female was near 
Mitchell 11 Aug (KD), and one was in Scottsbluff 12-19 Aug (RSi). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: A normal fall for this species had at least 5 
Panhandle sightings 16 Jul-2 Sep (HKH, KD, MB, DSt, WRS). 

Rufous Hummingbird: At least 6 were reported as expected from the Panhandle 16 
Jul-6 Sep (HKH, KD, WRS). Unexpected was one in se. Otoe Co 14 Sep 
(L&CF, details), there are about a dozen records from the east. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Lewis's Woodpecker: Reports are few away from a couple of Panhandle breeding 
locations; thus a surprise was one w. of Valentine NWR in Cherry Co 18-20 
Sep (GJ), only the 2nd report in fall away from Ponderosa Pine habitat. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: At least 16 were reported, a good showing, 25 Sep 
(L&CF) through 17 Nov (LE); all were in the east except for a juvenile at LO 
4 Nov (SJD). 

Red-naped Sapsucker: The only report was of one banded at WHNC 24 Sep (NG); 
this is the 8th documented fall report, 7 of these in the Panhandle 13-27 Sep, 
the other easterly at LO 26 Oct-2 Nov. 
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Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: A “red-shafted” form was early at North Platte 1 Oct (TJW). 

Pileated Woodpecker: The only report was of 2 at FF 18 Aug (CNK). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Western Wood-Pewee: The 50 at WSR 30 Aug was a record fall count (KD). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at FF 8 Oct (MS) was rather late; there are 4 later dates, 
all in Oct. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: A rather late bird was at Brownville 5-6 Oct (TR); this 
is 2nd-latest on record, 3 days earlier than one banded in Sarpy Co. 

Acadian Flycatcher: None were reported; departure is complete by mid-Sep. 

Willow Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Least Flycatcher: One in Merrick Co 3 Nov that was watched by a careful observer 
for 5 min. (PD) was record late by about a month. Tardy, but comparative 
pikers, were singles in sw. Dixon Co 20 Sep (JJ) and at ADF 18 Sep 
(L&CF). 

Hammond's Flycatcher: The 2 reports (25th and 26th for fall) were of one at Dix 
Cem 26 Aug (JGJ) and 2 at WSR 2 Sep (WRS, details). 

Dusky Flycatcher The only report was of one at West Lawn Cem, Gering, 2 Sep 
(WRS), the 25th fall record. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: More than usual were reported; there are few records of 
migrants. Singles were at WSR 30 Aug (KD) and 2 Sep (WRS, details) and 
near Mitchell 5 Sep (KD). Another, submitted as “Western” due to the 
difficulty of separation from Pacific Slope, even in the hand, was banded at 
WHNC 10 Oct (NG); it was latest on record by about a month. 

Eastern Phoebe: One in Buffalo Co 4 Nov (KS) tied the 3rd-latest date ever. 

Say's Phoebe: Routine reports. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Cassin's Kingbird: Peak migration, or at least fall flocking, occurs in late Aug and 
early Sep; 52 were in the s. Panhandle 26 Aug (JGJ) and 26 were there 24 
Aug (JGJ). Last reported was rather late in Banner Co 21 Sep (JGJ). A 
surprise so far east was one in w. Cherry Co 16 Aug (MB), only the 3rd fall 
record e. of the Panhandle. 

Western Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Kingbird: One in Sarpy Co 27 Sep (RS) was rather late. 

Loggerhead Shrike: One in Perkins Co 15 Oct (TJW) was tardy. Now rather rare in 
the e. RWB, one was there 16 Aug (JGJ). 

Northern Shrike: Routine reports. 

Bell's Vireo: None were reported; most depart by the end of Aug. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One at FF 26 Sep (JR) was tardy. 

Plumbeous Vireo: A migrant was at Oliver Res 31 Aug (MB, DSt). Two 
interesting vireos were banded at WHNC 10 and 26 Sep (NG, photos). The 
excellent photos suggest that the 10 Sep bird is a Plumbeous Vireo (notable 
absence of greenish color on the folded secondaries) and the 26 Sep bird a 
Cassin's (obvious greenish secondary edging), but measurements indicate both 
were Cassin's (there is no overlap in exposed oilmen, and wing minus tail 
measurements between the two species). Many fall migrants in the Panhandle 
are difficult to separate based only on plumage; indeed Floyd (Smithsonian 
Field Guide to the Birds of North America ) states that Plumbeous may have 
greenish coloration in the secondaries in fall. 
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Cassin's Vireo: See discussion above. In addition, singles were at Oliver Res 31 
Aug (MB, DSt) and surprisingly far east in Dawson Co 30 Aug (MB, DSt), 
the latter one of only 5 records e. of the Panhandle. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Excellent numbers were reported, a total of about 35; the 8 
counted in a Bellevue yard 4-29 Sep was the most in a single fall by the 
veteran observers (L&BP). Last was one at FF 29 Oct (PS), 5th-latest on 
record, while the 5 at FF 27 Sep (JR) was an excellent one-day tally. 

Warbling Vireo: One banded at WHNC 25 Sep (NG) was 4th-latest for the 
Panhandle, where departure is earlier than in the east. 

Philadelphia Vireo: About 6 were reported from the east 6 Sep-5 Oct (m. ob.), a 
good showing; the last reported, 5 Oct at Brownville (TR), was 5th-latest on 
record. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: Sometimes hard to find, the 2 reports involved 22 birds in expected 
locations: 10 were on the Pine Ridge in Sioux Co 17-18 Aug (MB, DSt), and 
12 in Lawrence Fork canyons s. of Redington (JGJ), 

Black-billed Magpie: Distribution remains patchy; only one was seen in several 
days in w. Nebraska in late Aug (JGJ), while they may be “coming back” in 
Lincoln Co (TJW). Seven near the e. edge of the range in Madison Co 9 Aug 
(DH) was encouraging. 

American Crow: Best count was a moderate 292 in Lancaster Co 20 Oct (LE); peak 
migration is Oct-Nov. 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin: This species forms large aggregations prior to fall migration, but 
likely unprecedented in Nebraska was a huge roost in mid-town Omaha which 
was first noted 20 Aug, when at least 1700 were seen (JED). Numbers 
increased dramatically until an amazing 35,000 were present 2 Sep (JR, JED). 
Numbers declined rapidly to 1100 by 14 Sep and only 65 remained 26 Sep 
(JR, JED). Two at Forest Lawn Cem 3 Oct (JR) were rather late. 

Tree Swallow: The 400 at BOL 2 Oct (LE) was a good tally. 

Violet-green Swallow: Routine reports. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Routine reports. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: As with Black-billed Magpie, distribution is still 
spotty, notably in s.-cen. and se. Nebraska; 4 in Webster Co 11 Sep (PD) and 
one in Lincoln 31 Oct (LE) were considered noteworthy; none have been seen 
in Adams Co since early 2003 (PD). 

Mountain Chickadee: The only report of this rare winter visitor was of one in 
Gering 15 Nov (R&AB fide AK). 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Following last winter's influx, and despite one summering 
in Lincoln (RE), numbers were down noticeably this fall, with only about 20 
reported. Early arrivals appear in Aug; one was in Bellevue rather early 8 Aug 
(KCR). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: This species almost never strays from Ponderosa pines, and so 
one as far east as Pioneers' Park, Lincoln 1-4 Nov (JGJ photo, LE) was a 
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major surprise. Of only 4 records away from Ponderosa Pine, strangely 2 are 
from Lincoln, the other of up to 4 birds which were present in pine and pin 
oak woodland 13 Dec 1961-3 Feb 1962. 

Brown Creeper: Routine reports. 

Rock Wren: Routine reports. 

Carolina Wren: Reports from the outer edge of the Nebraska range included singles 
at Ponca SP, Dixon Co, 21 Sep (MB), Polk Co 2 Oct (WF), York Co 13 Sep 
(MB), and HCR 22 Nov (KS). One was incubating as late as 27 Aug in 
Bellevue (KCR), and adults were feeding nestlings 26 Aug in Cass Co (KSc). 

House Wren: Two juveniles were begging in Seward Co as late as 13 Sep (SR). 

Winter Wren: Westerly were singles at West Lawn Cem, Gering, record early 2 
Sep, where only casual in occurrence (WRS, details), and at HCR 22 Nov 
(KS). 

Sedge Wren: Westerly were 1-2 singing in “diverse wet meadow grassland” nw. of 
North Platte 6 Aug, the observer's first for Lincoln Co (TJW). This, and a 
single Keith Co record in May, are the westernmost records for Nebraska. One 
in Hall Co 24 Oct (WF) was rather late. 

Marsh Wren: Late summer (Aug-Sep) singing involved both eastern and western 
song types (WF); no evidence of breeding by these birds was reported, 
however. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Arrival is about 10 days earlier in the west than in the east; 
one at Oliver Res 31 Aug (MB, DSt) was about on time, whereas one at 
Hastings 6 Sep (PD) was a bit early. The 25 at Forest Lawn Cem 3 Oct (JR) 
was a good count. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Reports are now virtually statewide; n.-cen. Nebraska has 
the fewest reports, but 2 were at Fort Falls, Cheny Co, 18 Aug (MB). The 12 
in Long Canyon, Banner Co, 24 Aug (JGJ) tied die high fall count. Last was 
one banded at WHNC 18 Sep (NG). 

Eastern Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Mountain Bluebird: The presence of a family group of 5 in se. Lincoln Co, where 
the species winters, was intriguing (TJW); breeding is not unprecedented away 
from nw. Nebraska, as a pair nested at Red Willow Res., Frontier Co, in 
1992. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Routine reports. 

Veery: None were reported; this is a regular but rare migrant. 

Swainson's Thrush: Routine reports. 

Hermit Thrush: Routine reports. 

Wood Thrush: Routine reports. 

American Robin: Routine reports. 

Varied Thrush: Numbers have been up in recent years. This fall 3 were reported: 
one at ADF 24 Sep (L&CF), 4th earliest on record, another in w. Sheridan Co 
21 Oct (ML), also rather early, and the third in Ogallala 26 Nov through the 
period (TSi, photo). 

Gray Catbird: A nest with 3 eggs and a cowbird egg in Dixon Co 8 Aug (JJ) was 
rather late. 

Northern Mockingbird: Routine reports. 

Sage Thrasher: A total of 6 was reported, 4 of them in a single tree at Oliver Res 
26 Aug (JGJ); the others were at WSR 30 Aug (KD) and in Kimball Co 31 
Aug (MB, DSt). 
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Brown Thrasher: Last reported was at PL 28 Nov (LE). 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

American Pipit: One was very early in Polk Co 17 Aug (LR, RH); there are only 7 
reports for Aug. 

Sprague's Pipit: The only report was of 2 in a recently-planted Lancaster Co wheat 
field 27 Oct (LE), a rather late date. 

Cedar Waxwing: Routine reports. 

Golden-winged Warbler: Three of this casual fall migrant were reported: one at FF 
6 Sep (PS), a female there 7 Sep (ARy), and 2 at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co 
13 Sep (SR, JG). Including these reports, there are only 27 in all for fall. A 
Brewster's Warbler, hybrid between Blue-winged and Golden-winged, was at 
Oak Grove WMA, Seward Co 13 Sep (JG, SR, details); there is one spring 
record and one other fall record of this hybrid. 

Tennessee Warbler: Two at FF 18 Aug (CNK) were rather early. Few were 
reported. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: This was a long migration window for this species, 
essentially 3 months. Earliest were 2 at FF 18 Aug (CNK), one of the earliest 
fall dates on record for the east. Latest was one in Lincoln 8 Nov (RE), 7th 
latest on record. Best counts were 40 at FF 1 Oct (ARy) and 35 there 27 Sep 
(JR). 

Nashville Warbler: This species put on an amazing showing, with around 170 
reported. A huge push on 27 Sep had 60 at FF (JR), by far a record fall count, 
and “dozens” in Saunders Co (D&JP). Earliest was rather early at FF 18 Aug 
(CNK) and latest was at Pioneers' Park, Lincoln, 23 Oct (BR). 

Northern Parula: One at FF 27 Sep (RS, WF, LE) was rather late. Another or the 
same was reported there the day before (JR). Few are reported in fall. 

Yellow Warbler: Routine reports. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Only 7 were reported, 4-14 Sep (L&BP, PS, LE). 

Magnolia Warbler: None were reported, surprisingly so. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: Migrants were reported in the Panhandle 
24 Aug (JGJ), rather early away from breeding areas, through 30 Sep (NG, 
banded). 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: First reported was banded at WHNC 9 Sep 
(NG), and two were at Forest Lawn Cem 19 Nov (JR). Best count was 60 at 
Hastings 11 Oct (PD). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: This was a good showing for this species, with 10 
reported, including 3 in a Bellevue yard 27 Sep (L&BP). One at Pioneers' 
Park, Lincoln, 23 Oct (BR) was rather late. 

Townsend's Warbler: Three were reported, one at Bushnell 1 Sep (WRS) and two 
banded at WHNC 8 and 27 Sep (NG). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Only 2 were reported in the east, singles in Lincoln 29 
Aug (LE) and at FF 26 Sep (JR). However, a major surprise was the female 
banded at WHNC 13 Sep (NG, photo), only the 7th Panhandle record. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Rarely noticed in fall, one was at FF 9 Sep (ARy) and 
another in a Bellevue yard 26 Sep (L&BP), the latter 3rd-latest in fall except 
for 2 extraordinary Dec records. 

Pine Warbler: This species is rare in Nebraska and pops up at the most unexpected 
times and places, especially in fall. Only the 23rd and 24th fall records were 
one banded at WHNC 25 Sep (NG, photo), the 4th Panhandle record, and one 
at Pioneers' Park, Lincoln, 1 Nov (CG, JGJ, photo). 
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This female Blackburnian Warbler was only the 7th Panhandle record for the 
species. It was banded by Nancy Gobris and photographed by Larry Snyder, both of 
the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory, in Scotts Bluff County 13 September. 


Palm Warbler: Only a casual migrant in fall, one was in a Gering yard 6 Nov 
(RSm, details, fide AK.), only the 5th Panhandle record and 38th overall for 
fall. The details indicated it was of the eastern subspecies hypochrysea, the 3rd 
fall record of this subspecies. 

Bay-breasted Warbler (probable): Two birds at Forest Lawn Cem 12 Sep were 
conservatively reported as “baypolls” (JR); Bay-breasted is far more likely in 
e. Nebraska than Blackpol! in fall. 

Black-and-white Warbler: Routine reports. 

American Redstart: Routine reports. 

Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Waterthrush: One in Saunders Co 27 Sep (NOU) was rather late. The 
only other report was of one at Oliver Res 1 Sep (WRS), where uncommon. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: None were reported; migrants depart by early Sep. 

Kentucky Warbler: None were reported; migrants depart by mid Sep. 

Mourning Warbler: Routine reports. 

MacGillivray's Warbler: Routine reports. 

Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports. 

Wilson’s Warbler: Numbers in the west were notably low for this usually 
numerous migrant; only 8 were found in the Panhandle 27 Aug (JGJ) and 10 
on 2 Sep (WRS). 
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Canada Warbler: This was another good showing for this species, continuing the 
trend in recent years. At least 5 were found, all singles in the east, 25 Aug-27 
Sep (L&BP, ARy, RS, LE). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Routine reports. 

Summer Tanager: A female at FF 26 Sep (JR) and another heard there 27 Sep, 
possibly the same bird, were rather late, as was a male in ne. Cass Co 27 Sep 
(KSc). 

Scarlet Tanager: Routine reports. 

Western Tanager: One banded at WHNC 1 Oct (NG) was rather late. 

Green-tailed Towhee: The only report of this rare to casual fall migrant was of one 
at Oliver Res 26 Aug (JGJ); there are now 20 fall records, this the earliest by 
5 days. 

Spotted Towhee: Earliest in the se. was one rather early in Sarpy Co 27 Sep 
(NOU). 

Eastern Towhee: One in Polk Co 17 Aug (LR, RH) was a bit west of the usual 
summer range. 

Cassin's Sparrow: None were reported; departure in fall is early, with few Aug 
reports. 

American Tree Sparrow: Two in sw. Dixon Co 8 Oct (JJ) were the first reported, 
about on time. 

Chipping Sparrow: Rather late were 2 at Forest Lawn Cem 13 Nov (JR) and one 
in Lancaster Co 14 Nov (LE). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Three in sw. Dixon Co 9 Nov (JJ) were rather late. The 
“hundreds” in Custer Co 6 Sep (TH) tied the high of “hundreds” there in 
2004. 

Brewer's Sparrow: The only report was of 2 in Kimball Co 31 Aug (MB, DSt). 

Field Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Vesper Sparrow: “Huge numbers” were in Lincoln Co 9 Oct (TJW). 

Lark Sparrow: One at ADF 4 Nov (L&CF) was 5th-latest on record. 

Lark Bunting: Routine reports. 

Savannah Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: One at SCP 18 Oct (EB) was rather late. 

Baird's Sparrow: A bird seen ne. of McCook 9 Oct was identified as this species, 
although the observer described it as “possible” (TJW, details). Date and 
location are appropriate; little is known about movement of this species 
through Nebraska. There are 3 documented fall records covering the wide 
period 17 Aug-15 Oct. 

Henslow's Sparrow: None were found 19 Aug in a prairie in Pawnee Co that had 
been grazed through the winter; there were 31 birds there 19 Aug 2007 
(WRS). No others were reported. 

Le Conte's Sparrow: Good numbers were reported, including a record fall count of 
50 at SCP 18 Oct (EB). 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: Two in Antelope Co 1-2 Oct were a first county 
record (MB); reports farther west are few. About 8 in all were reported 27 Sep- 
28 Oct (m. ob.); the latter date, 2 in Lancaster Co (WF), is 3rd-latest on 
record. 

Fox Sparrow: Good numbers were reported, about 36, including one with features 
suggestive of the “slate-colored” subspecies schistacea that frequented the 
observer's Lincoln yard 29 Oct-5 Nov (LE). There are 3 inconclusive reports of 
schistacea apart from the subspecies' Type Specimen collected in Nebraska. 



Vol. 76 No. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


153 


Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Swamp Sparrow: Routine reports. 

White-throated Sparrow: One in Buffalo Co 18 Sep (WF) was rather early. 

Harris's Sparrow: Routine reports. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Most move through the state rather than winter; the 
reports fit this pattern, with all in the period 20 Sep-9 Nov (m. ob.). Most are 
the gray-lored subspecies gambelii, but a few black-lored birds are reported; 
one of the latter, only the 2nd noted there, was in a yard near Mitchell 4 Oct 
(KD, photo). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: None were reported. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: One with “thin” white wing-bars in Buffalo Co 
17 Sep was thought be a juvenile of this form (WF); a few juveniles may 
indeed show weak wing-bars, but size and color fairly easily separates them 
from true White-winged Juncos. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: An “Oregon” in Scotts Bluff Co 21 Sep (JGJ) was 5 th- 
earliest on record, and a “pink-sided” in Lincoln Co 15 Oct (TJW) was a bit 
early also. 

McCown's Longspur: The only report was of 20 in cen. Sioux Co 18 Sep (HKH); 
flocking begins in Sep and most depart by late Oct. 

Lapland Longspur: Routine reports. 

Smith's Longspur: The only report was of 2 at SCP 18 Oct (EB); of the 20 fall 
records, half are in the period 9-29 Oct. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: None were reported; most leave by mid-Oct. 

Snow Bunting: There were more sightings than usual before 30 Nov, suggesting a 
good showing this winter. Tying die 4th-earliest date was one in Dodge Co 
28 Oct (D&JP), and additional singles were in Dixon Co 13-14 Nov (JJ), near 
Niobrara 22 Nov (MB), and at PL 22 Nov (JGJ). 

Northern Cardinal: Westerly was one in Morrill 28 Nov (ECT); there is a small 
population established along the North Platte Valley in Scotts Bluff Co. Very 
late for begging young was an adult feeding one in Bellevue 5 Oct (CNK). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: One in Scotts Bluff Co 20 Sep (AK) was tardy. 

Blue Grosbeak: A juvenile at Broken Bow 2 Oct (TH) was 5th-latest on record. 

Lazuli Bunting: Routine reports. 

Indigo Bunting: One in Harlan Co 20 Sep (WF) was rather late away from the 
Missouri River Valley, where late dates are in mid-Oct; last there were singles 
in sw. Dixon Co 5 Oct (JJ) and at Brownville the same day (TR). 

Dickcissel: Numbers were seen in plum thickets in the cedar canyons of se. Lincoln 
Co 30 Aug; most were juveniles (TJW). More have been seen westward in 
recent years. 

Bobolink: This species becomes inconspicuous in fall during molt and as males 
assume the female-like basic plumage; a “beautiful buffy flock of 80-100, 
some still molting” was at Ayr L, Adams Co, 6 Sep (PD). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Rusty Blackbird: This species is in a serious decline, but more than usual, about 
30, were reported 20 Oct-1 Nov. Singles were in Hamilton Co 20 Oct (WF) 
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and Broken Bow 25 Oct (TH), 4 were at BOL 27 Oct (LE), one was at FF 7- 
29 Oct (PS), 2 at PL 29 Oct (LE), 7 at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA, Phelps Co, 
29 Oct (WF), and 9-10 at FF 30 Oct-1 Nov (L&BP). 

Brewer's Blackbird: Good numbers appeared in the east, where this species is an 
uncommon migrant: 200 were estimated at each of 2 Lancaster Co locations 
27 Oct (LE), and 30 were in Lancaster Co 29 Oct (LE). A loner was at SCP 
18 Oct (EB). 

Common Grackle: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Begging young were seen in North Platte 4 Aug (TJW), 
where the species has summered for a few years now. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports. 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole: The 22 at Flastings 8 Sep (PD) was a record fall count, and quite 
a sight, as must have been the 17 orioles at the observer's Mitchell feeder 21 
Aug; included were Baltimores, Bullock's, and hybrids (KD). 

Bullock's Oriole: An immature near Mitchell 25 Sep (KD, photo) was the latest 
documented record. Adult males leave early to molt elsewhere; last male seen 
near Mitchell was 13 Jul (KD). 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported; arrival is in early Nov. 

Purple Finch: There were a few reports, all of low numbers, following last year's 
incursion; total reported was about 18, earliest 3 at FF 21 Oct (PS), not 
particularly early. 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: There were reports from only 2 locations, both in the east: up to 12 
were at Forest Lawn Cem 28 Oct-24 Nov (JR, JGJ) and 22 were in Lincoln 28 
Oct (LE). 

Common Redpoll: None were reported; in winters when present, arrival in is Nov. 

Pine Siskin: Reports were widespread, but not in numbers until late Nov, when 
best count of 45 was made in Nebraska City 27 Nov (L&CF). First to show 
up away from the summer range was one in sw. Dixon Co 20 Sep (JJ). 

Lesser Goldfinch: The last few years have seen increased numbers of this species in 
the s. Panhandle, but an amazing showing took place this fall, with no fewer 
than 17 reported in 6 reports. Of 26 total reports for the species, 10 were in 
2008. A pair was at WHNC 8 Aug (AK), with at least one lingering until 9 
Sep, when it was banded (NG). A black-backed male was at Wright's Gap, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 24 Aug, where the species was present last year (JGJ), and 
another was in sw. Kimball Co 31 Aug (MB, DSt). Rather amazing was the 
group of 6 in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 26 Aug; included were a black- 
backed male, 2 green-backed males, and 3 females (JGJ). In the same category 
were 6 birds at 3 locations in s. Scotts Bluff Co 20 Sep (KD). A rather late 
single was ne. of Scottsbluff 18 Oct (AK). 

American Goldfinch: A rather late nest with 3 eggs and a cowbird egg was at PL 
16 Aug (KC). 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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THE 2007 NEBRASKA NEST REPORT 

Wayne J. MollhofF 
2354 Euclid St. 

Ashland NE 68003 


Rains returned to most of the state this breeding season, with the notable 
exception of almost the entire Panhandle and the western Sandhills, where the 8-year 
drought continues. In the western Sandhills some early rains began to restore water 
levels in the potholes and lakes, but levels fell again as the summer wore on. While 
recovering water levels in much of the Rainwater Basin brought renewed breeding 
activity by at least some of the marsh and water birds, continued dry conditions in 
the western Sandhills curtailed breeding by many water bird species there, with 
reduced or no breeding by grebes and avocets noted at a number of regular breeding 
locations. The exception to generally poor water conditions in that area was at 
Crescent Lake NWR where water levels are controlled on some lakes. 


OBSERVERS 

Laurel Badura (LBa), Karine Becker (KB), Katherine Becker (KtB), Bart Bly (BB), 
Mark Brogie (MB), Lawrence Burman (LB), K. Corman (KC), Kathy DeLara (KD), 
Paul Dunbar (PD), Lany Einemann (LE), Michael Forsberg (MF), Marlin French 
(MFr), Allisyn Gillet (AG), Joseph Gubanyi (JG), Tyler Hallman (TH), Robin 
Harding (RH), David Heidt (DH), Helen Hughson (HH), Dennis & Rhalene Katus 
(D&RK), Alice Kenitz (AK), Daniel Kim (DK), Lanny Kizer (LK), Clem Klaphake 
(CK), Joan Kohls (JK), Anne & Ron Kruse (A&RK), Jim Luchsinger (JL), Wayne 
MollhofF (WM), Jerry Mulliken (JM), Don Paseka (DP), Janis Paseka (JP), Mary 
Pendley (MP), Doreen Pfost (DPf), Kevin Poague (KP), Janis Poppe (JPo), Leroy 
Poppe (LPo), Neil Powers (NP), Lanny Randolph (LR), Rebecca Rhodes (RR), 
Travis Rusch (TR), Cameron Shelton (CS), Ben Skipper (BS), Lany Snyder (LS), 
David Stage (DS), Martha Tacha (MT), Gordon Warrick (GW), and Jason Aleman- 
Zometa (JAZ). 


ABBREVIATIONS 

NGPC-Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; NWR-National Wildlife Refuge; 
SP-State Park; SRA-State Recreation Area; WCT (Platte River Whooping Crane 
Maintenance Trust); WMA-Wildlife Management Area; WPA- Waterfowl 
Production Area. 

A total of 1375 breeding records of 122 species was reviewed for this 
report. A number of these records were gleaned from Bird Atlas Project reports. No 
doubt other notable records remain to be found in other Atlas Project reports that 
have not yet been reviewed. 

Species for which breeding activity was reported but that are not included in 
the species accounts: Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Gadwall, Mallard, Blue-winged 
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Teal, Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Ruddy Duck, Wild 
Turkey, Pied-billed Grebe, Red-tailed Hawk, Peregrine Falcon, American Coot, 
Killdeer, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Great Homed Owl, Common Nighthawk, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Eastern Phoebe, 
Western Kingbird, Eastern Kingbird, Red-eyed Vireo, American Crow, Homed Lark, 
Tree Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Bam Swallow, Red-breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, 
Eastern Bluebird, Mountain Bluebird, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Brown 
Thrasher, European Starling, Yellow Warbler, Chipping Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, 
Northern Cardinal, Blue Grosbeak, Red-winged Blackbird, Yellow-headed 
Blackbird, Common Grackle, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Bullock's Oriole, 
and House Sparrow. 


Redhead: A nest found at Harvard WPA, Clay Co., held 16 eggs on 2 June 2007 
(PD). When checked on 5 June 2007, 18 eggs were present (WM). 

Common Merganser: In only the second reported breeding in the state, 2 broods of 
flightless young were found on 2 July 2007 in the Niobrara River at the Norden 
Bridge in Brown/Keya Paha Co. on the Nature Conservancy's Niobrara Valley 
Preserve. One brood consisted of 4 half-grown untended young; the other brood was 
of 8 small downy young attended by an adult female (JL, DH). 

Gray Partridge: A hen with 6 half-grown chicks was seen feeding on the highway 
shoulder 0.5 mi. east of Royal, Antelope Co., on 9 July 2007 (WM). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: A nest with 8 eggs was found on 11 May 2007 at Crescent 
Lake NWR, Garden Co., (MFr). 

Eared Grebe: Although not found breeding at several of the usual sites in Sheridan 
Co., presumably due to low water levels, nest-building was noted at Harvard WPA, 
Clay Co., on 28 May 2007 (PD). A nest with 3 eggs was found at Funk WMA, 2 
July 2007 (DPf). These low numbers are in stark contrast to the usual colonies that 
number in the dozens to hundreds in the western Sandhills when water levels are 
adequate. 


Double-crested Cormorant: Birds occupied 11 nests in one dead tree and 5 nests in 
another snag in the heronry on Gimlet Lake near Crescent Lake NWR headquarters, 
Garden Co., on 8 May 2007. At Smith Lake on the same refuge, birds moved into 
goose nest tubs after the Canada Geese hatched and left the tubs. Nests held 1, 1,2, 
and 4 eggs on 8 May 2007; and 2, 4, and 4 young on 19 June 2007 (WM). 

American Bittern: A nest with 6 eggs was reported at Harvard WPA, Clay Co, on 
28 May 2007 (PD). 

Great Blue Heron: Herons occupied 6 nests in the heronry on Gimlet Lake near 
Crescent Lake NWR headquarters, Garden Co., on 8 May 2007. Four isolated nests 
with 3,3,3, and 3 nearly-grown young were found in dense cattails scattered among 
the nests of a mixed colony of Cattle Egret, Black-crowned Night-Heron, mid White¬ 
faced Ibis in Smith Lake on the same refuge on 19 June 2007 (WM). 
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Snowy Egret: A photo was submitted of an unfledged flightless young bird that 
was photographed near its nest on Smith Lake, Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co. in 
June 1989. A check of the refuge's annual report for that year also shows a copy of 
the picture, along with a comment that it was the first nesting recorded for that 
species on the refuge (GW, NP). This appears to be the most recent report of nesting 
and may be the only extant documented evidence. The only other recent record of 
breeding was of a pair of birds seen repeatedly during the early summer of 1985 at 
the WCT property 5 mi. S of Alda, Hall Co. On 26 June 1985 that pair was seen 
with a young bird (Bennett 1986, Gary Lingle pers. com., Mollhoff 2001). 

Cattle Egret: A nest with 3 small young, less than a week old, was found on 19 
June 2007 in the mixed-species colony on Smith Lake, Crescent Lake NWR, Garden 
Co., mentioned above (WM). 

Green Heron: The colony found last year at Two Rivers SRA, Venice, Douglas 
Co., had nests with 1, 4, 4, 4, and 5 eggs on 14 May 2007 (WM). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: On 8 May 2007 a check of a small area of the mixed 
colony on Smith Lake, Crescent Lake NWR found nests with 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 

3, 4, and 4 eggs. A revisit on 19 June revealed nests (not the same nests) with 1 & 
2 eggs, and 1,2,2, and 3 young (WM). 

A check of a portion of a mixed colony (that included White-faced Ibis) on 
Beem Lake, on Avocet WMA, just east of Hyannis, Grant Co., on 23 June 2007 
found 6 nests in the dense stands of cattails. Two nests held eggs, three nests held 
eggs and just-hatched young, and one nest held young birds. Clutch sizes ranged 
from two to four. The water level at Beem Lake was nearly a half meter higher than 
at the same date last year, but still lower than more 'normal' levels, due to the 
extended drought (WM). 

White-faced Ibis: A colony located in a bulrush stand at Harvard WPA, Clay Co., 
had nests with 1, 1, 1, 1,2, and 2 eggs on 2 June 2007, with more nests under 
construction (PD). When visited on 5 June, nests held 2, 2, 2, 2, 2, 2, 3, 3, 3, 3, 
and 4 eggs (WM). The colony was later abandoned, apparently due to disturbance 
by cattle (PD). 

Birds occupying part of the mixed-species colony in dense cattails at Smith 
Lake, Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co., on 19 June 2007 had nests with 1,2, 3, 3, 

4, and 4 eggs (WM). 

A colony in dense cattails on Beem Lake, Avocet WMA, east of Hyannis, 
Grant Co., had nests with 1, 3, 3, 3, 4, 4, and 4 eggs on 23 June 2007. Two other 
nests held both eggs and just-hatched young, and two more nests held 3 and 4 
young (WM). 

Turkey Vulture: A nest with 2 eggs was found in an unused bam on an occupied 
farmstead near Scribner, Dodge Co., on 21 May 2007. Two small young were noted 
on 15 June and were still in the nest 17 August. The last young fledged on 24 
August (JPo,LPo). 

A nest northwest of Litchfield, Sherman Co., also in an unused bam, held 
two well-grown young when photographed on 5 July 2007. The young fledged on 
25 August (JK). 
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Bald Eagle: Occupied nests were noted ~15 mi. north of Taylor, Loup Co., on 27 
February 2007 (CH); 1.5 mi. west of Greenwood, Lancaster Co., on 27 February 
2007 (WM); 1 mi. east, 1 mi. south of Clarks, Merrick Co., on 22 March 2007 
(WM); on Hackberry Lake, Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co., on 27 March 2007 
(WM); 8 mi. southwest of Wood River, Hall Co., on 28 March 2007, (WM); and 3 
mi. southwest of Odessa, Buffalo Co., on 28 March 2007 (WM). 

Northern Harrier: A nest with 6 eggs was found in dry cattails at Walgren Lake 
SRA near Hay Springs, Sheridan Co., on 21 May 2007 (WM). 

Cooper's Hawk: Nest-building was underway in a roadside shelterbelt at 
Comhusker Farm WMA west of Grand Island, Hall Co., on 7 May 2007 (MT). The 
nest held 2 eggs on 12 May but was abandoned by 18 May (WM). 

A nest at Hall County Park south of Grand Island held 4 eggs on 18 May 
2007 (MT,WM). 

A nest in Wilderness Park in southwest Lincoln, Lancaster Co., held 5 eggs 
on 24 May 2007 (LE,WM). 

Swainson's Hawk: After a lack of observations last summer that was commented 
on by several observers, it was heartening to find 7 nests with eggs under incubation 
on a single day (21 May 2007) in Sheridan Co. Three of the nests were along a 1.5 
mile stretch of road that also included a successful Great Homed Owl nest between 
two of the hawk nests, a density likely found because those were the only trees seen 
for a number of miles. The nests held 1, 1, 3, 3, 3, and 3 eggs, with the seventh 
nest proving inaccessible due to the height and a strong wind. Another nest found 
that day near Ashby, Grant Co., held a surprising clutch of 4 eggs. 

A nest being incubated in Garden Co. 16 mi. south of Antioch held 2 eggs 
on 19 June 2007 (WM). 

Golden Eagle: A long-established aerie near the Niobrara River southwest of 
Harrison, Sioux Co., held 2 eggs on 25 March 2007. Two young were noted by 10 
May and were still in the nest on 21 June. While the young were under observation 
on 9 and 21 June, snakes were the only prey item brought to the nest to feed them. 
When checking the vacated nest on 30 September, prey item remains found below 
the nest included: jackrabbit (Lepus sp.), porcupine {Erethizon dorsatum), a small 
canid - probably a swift fox (Vulpes velox ) or a young coyote (Canis latrans ), and 
prairie rattlesnake (Crotalus viridis) (MF,WM). 

Prairie Falcon: One young falcon was testing its flight skills near the home butte 
while two smaller siblings still seemed confined to the nest ledge near the Niobrara 
River SW of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 20 June 2007 (MF, WM). 

Sandhill Crane: A pair with 2 chicks was noted at Facus Springs WMA 8 mi. west 
of Bridgeport, Morrill Co., in early May 2007. One of the young appeared sick on 
26 July and was found dead of unknown causes on 28 July. The other chick was 
first seen in flight on 1 August (D&RK, fide KD). 

Other intriguing reports were received of a bird 1 mi. west of Burwell, 
Garfield Co., on 20 May 2007, and 12 mi. NW of Ericson, also in Garfield Co., on 
5 June 2007. Both reports were of single birds seen in wet meadow areas near 
extensive areas of brushy riverine swamp (MU,LK). Given the proven ability of the 
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birds to remain undetected during the breeding season and that both sightings were 
in suitable habitat, it would seem further investigation should be made whenever the 
species is found in suitable habitat during the April - August breeding season. 

Virginia Rail: A nest with 7 eggs was found in a wet meadow study plot at the 
WCT 5 mi. S of Alda, Hall Co., on 23 May 2007 (TH). 

Piping Plover: Three nests, with 2, 3, and 3 eggs, were found on an artificial island 
in Goose Lake, Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co., on 8 June 2007. Small young, 2- 
3 days old, were found in the area on 22 June (MFr). This is a first breeding record 
for the Refuge and appears to be the first reported nesting in the Sandhills since a 
nest with eggs was found on the Middle Loup River in Blaine Co. on 28 May 1987 
during the first atlas proj ect (Mollhoff 2001). 

Black-necked Stilt: Five nests were reported at Perrin Lake, Crescent Lake NWR, 
Garden Co. A nest on 23 May 2007 held 4 eggs; by 8 June it held 1 egg plus 3 
young. A second nest in the colony held 4 eggs on 23 May and 8 June. A third 
nest held 3 eggs on 1 & 8 June. A fourth nest held a single egg on 3 & 8 June. A 
fifth nest held 3 eggs on 8 June (MFr). 

A pair of agitated adults was found by a nest with 2 eggs at Funk WPA, 
Phelps Co., on 5 June 2007 (WM). Another (or possibly the same) nest with 2 eggs 
was reported there on 7 July 2007, with young being noted on 12 July (DPf). 

American Avocet: A colony on an artificial island in Goose Lake, Crescent Lake 
NWR, Garden Co., had 20 nests, each with 1-4 eggs, when first checked on 27 May 
2007. On 8 June the colony contained 26 nests. On 15 June the colony comprised 
33 nests but tracking individual nests became impossible because the birds were 
removing some of the marker flags (MFr). 

A growing colony on Perrin Lake on the same refuge had 18 nests with 1-4 
eggs each when visited on 23 May 2007 and grew to 26 nests by 8 June (MFr). 

Willet: Four nests with eggs were found at Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co. A nest 
with 4 eggs was found on 18 May 2007; one with 4 eggs was found on 21 May; one 
with 3 eggs was found on 24 May; and another with 4 eggs was found on 7 June 
(MFr). 

Upland Sandpiper: Sixteen nests with eggs were found at Crescent Lake NWR 
during the period 17 May - 5 June 2007. Eggs were noted in the nests 17 May 
through 13 June. Young were noted by 27 May (MFr). 

Nests were found on 25 May, 5 June, and 29 June 2007 on the WCT 5 mi. 
S of Alda, Hall Co. The three nests held 3, 4, and 3 eggs, respectively. One of the 
nests also held 2 Brown-headed Cowbird eggs (TH, KB, DK). 

Long-billed Curlew: A nest with 4 eggs was found at Crescent Lake NWR, Garden 
Co., on 24 May 2007. The 4 eggs were still under incubation when visited on 4 
June (MFr). 

Wilson’s Snipe: A nest with 4 eggs was found at Audubon's Spring Creek Prairie 
near Denton, Lancaster Co., on 1 May 2007 (KP). 
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Wilson's Phalarope: Two nests, each with 4 eggs, were found at Harvard WPA, 3 
mi W of Harvard, Clay Co. on 14 and 28 May 2007 (PB). 

Following an experimental regimen whereby cattle were removed after two 
weeks of intensive grazing, dense new growth that mimicked grassland response to a 
bum attracted 'swarms' of phalaropes to breed in the lush growth at Crescent Lake 
NWR, Garden Co. Monitoring of two such wet meadow study areas found a total of 
48 nests with eggs during the period 11 May through 8 June, with 33 nests holding 
the usual full clutch of 4 eggs. An exception was one nest with 7 eggs, very likely 
the result of'dumping.' Young were noted by 30 May (MFr). 

Black Tern: Widely-dispersed nests on Beem Lake, Avocet WMA, just east of 
Hyannis, Grant Co., held 1, 2, 3, 3, 3, and 3 eggs on 23 June 2007. In contrast 
with the more usual colonial grouping, the nests were scattered among stands of 
cattails, with each nest separated by 50-100 meters from the next closest nest (WM). 

A flightless young bird was found at Funk WPA, Funk, Phelps Co., on 17 
July 2007 (DPf). 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Even though the species is now found in towns statewide 
and increasingly reported in rural areas, few detailed reports of nesting have been 
received. A nest with 2 eggs was found in the top of a ponderosa pine in the 
exposed northwest comer of a cemeteiy in Ashland, Saunders Co., on 21 March 
2007. On 29 March a single young, less than a week old, was in the nest, but was 
found dead of exposure on 3 April following several days of strong northwest winds 
and sub-freezing temperatures (WM). 

A nest found at a rural building site at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA on 4 June 
2007 held 2 eggs (WM). 

Barn Owl: Two nest boxes placed on windmills at Crescent Lake NWR held 1 and 
6 eggs on 8 May 2007; eggs in both were being incubated when checked (WM). 

A nest under a bridge north of Big Springs, Deuel Co., held 3 eggs on 26 
May 2007. On 27 June the nest held 7 eggs plus 3 young birds that were just a few 
days old. Ten young were present on 18 July. Seven young were present on 8 
August, with 6 young still remaining on 12 August (WM). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: A nest cavity in residential Ashland, Saunders Co., still 
empty on 29 March 2007, held the fiill clutch of 5 eggs on 16 April, tended by a 
protective parent. On 24 April the cavity held a single egg, 1 still-wet hatchling, 
and 3 other small young (plus, of course, the still-irate parent). Prey items noted in 
and below the nest included American Robin (young). Common Grackle (young), 
Dark-eyed Junco, Northern Cardinal, and House Finch. A young bird was noted 
outside the nest cavity at dawn on 23 May, being mobbed by a mixed flock of Blue 
Jays, American Robins, Northern Cardinals and Common Grackles (WM). 

Barred Owl: A pair using a nest box built for them in Elkhom, Douglas Co., had 
already laid their two eggs when the box was checked on 12 March 2007. Two 
small young were noted on 14 April (DS). 

Long-eared Owl: A nest at Smith Lake WMA south of Rushville, Sheridan Co., 
held 4 eggs on 12 April 2007. On 9 May it held 2 eggs, 3 small young, and the 
remains of 2 kangaroo rats. Five young were present on 21 May (WM). 
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Common Poorwill: A brooding adult and 2 small downy young were found in the 
limber pines area 10 mi. SW of Bushnell, Kimball Co., on 29 June 2007 (WM). 

Chimney Swift: A nest with 5 eggs was photographed in the crumbling chimney of 
a long-abandoned farmhouse 15 mi. S of Maxwell, Lincoln Co., 6 June 2007 (WM). 

Western Wood-Pewee: A nest still under construction on 9 June 2007 at the 
Gilbert-Baker WMA campground 5 mi. NW of Harrison, Sioux Co., held 3 eggs on 
21 June. 

A nest in the limber pines 10 mi. SW of Bushnell, Kimball Co. held 3 
eggs on 28 June (WM). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: A nest in a rotted-out cavity in a pine snag at Gilbert-Baker 
WMA 5 mi. NW of Harrison, Sioux Co., first discovered in 2005, was being 
refurbished by a pair on 9 June 2007. On 21 June a bird was incubating 4 eggs 
(WM). 

Say’s Phoebe: A nest with 3 eggs was found in a hole in the side of a butte 
southwest of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 10 May 2007. A similar nest nearby that held 
2 eggs (and 2 Brown-headed Cowbird eggs) on 20 June might have been a second 
clutch. A nest in a concrete culvert east of Harrison held 5 eggs on 9 June. 

A nest in the ceiling light fixture in the living room of a long-abandoned 
farmhouse 15 mi. S of Maxwell, Lincoln Co., held 4 eggs and a single just-hatched 
young on 6 June. 

A nest beneath a rural bridge northwest of Kimball, Kimball Co., on 29 
June 2007 held a second clutch of 2 eggs. Five recently-fledged young of the first 
clutch still remained nearby. 

A similar nest 9 mi. S of Culbertson, Hitchcock Co., with 3-4 young on 
16 July 2007 was probably also a second clutch (WM). 

Ash-throated Flycatcher: In only the second record of the species reported in 
Nebraska, a territorial bird found in the limber pines area 10 mi. SW of Bushnell, 
Kimball Co., on 28 June 2007 led to the first report of breeding in the Panhandle 
area. A bird was still on territory on 10 July and one of the pair repeatedly fed 
begging fledged young nearby on 18 July. Also on 18 July, an empty nest 
consistent with the species was found in the territory occupied by the pair (WM, 
MB, JG). 

Cassin's Kingbird: On 29 June 2007, three nests with 2, 3, and 3 young were 
found in the limber pines area 10 mi. SW of Bushnell, Kimball Co. Also in 
Kimball Co., a nest with 4 eggs was found the same day 15 mi. NW of Bushnell in 
ponderosa pine woodland (WM). 

Loggerhead Shrike: A nest with 5 young less than a week old was found at 
Walgren Lake SRA southeast of Hay Springs, Sheridan Co., on 31 May 2007. 

A nest with 5 young was found 4 mi. SW of Macon, Franklin Co., on 4 

June. 

On 28 June a nest with 6 well-feathered young was found in the limber 
pines area 10 mi. southwest of Bushnell, Kimball Co. A mile away was an empty 
nest with 3 recently-fledged, stub-tailed young still hanging around nearby (WM). 
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Bell's Vireo: A nest with 3 eggs was found on 26 May 2007, 15 mi. N of 
Johnstown, Brown Co. (GW). 

Another nest with a single egg was found on 1 June 2007, 5 mi. S of 
Norden, Keya Paha Co. (GW). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One of the few nests ever reported in detail in Nebraska was 
found on 13 May 2007 in Wilderness Park on the SW edge of Lincoln, Lancaster 
Co. A pair was at the nest and it appeared to be still under construction (LE). On 
24 May the pair was present and giving vocal notice of their irritation at being 
disturbed by the two observers holding a mirror over the 36'-high nest to view the 4 
eggs (LE,WM). 

An adult was noted carrying food 5 mi. S, 2 mi. E of Vesta, Johnson Co., 
on 3 July 2007 (CK). 

Blue Jay: Construction was already underway on the earliest nesting activity ever 
reported in Nebraska when found on 29 March 2007 in Ashland, Saunders Co. 
Construction was interrupted by days of sub-freezing temperatures and high winds, 
but by 16 April the nest held a single egg. On 19 April the full clutch of 4 eggs 
was present (WM). 

Black-billed Magpie: With the severe decline in numbers in recent years, it was 
heartening to find a nest with 2 eggs and 5 tiny young two mi. N of Big Springs, 
Deuel Co., on 26 May 2007 (WM). 

A nest discovered in a thicket at the WCT 5 mi. S of Alda, Hall Co., held 
5 eggs when found on 26 May 2007. On 30 May the nest held 3 eggs and 1 young 
bird (DK). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: A nest found in a dry road cut 12 mi. S of 
Maxwell, Lincoln Co., held 5 eggs on 6 June 2007 (WM). 

Bank Swallow: A colony in a dry blowout bank 6 mi. SW of Harrison, Sioux Co., 
had nests with 2, 4, and 5 eggs on 8 June 2007. When revisited on 20 June, nests 
held 3, 3, 4, 4, and 5 eggs, while a sixth nest had at least 3 small young (WM). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Incubation was apparently not yet underway on a nest near the 
campground at Gilbert-Baker WMA 5 mi. NW of Harrison, Sioux Co., when found 
on 11 May 2007, even though it already held 7 eggs (WM). Clutch sizes previously 
reported in the Pine Ridge area have been of 7-10 eggs (Mollhoff 1997, 1999). 

Marsh Wren: A nest in a phragmites stand at Ballards Marsh WMA, 19 mi. S of 
Valentine, Cheriy Co., held 5 eggs on 10 June 2007 (WM). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: A nest in a ponderosa pine in Rocky Hollow, 15 mi. NE 
of Kimball, Kimball Co., held 3 tiny young on 29 June 2007 (WM). 

Cedar Wax wing: Of three nests under construction when found on 9 June 2007 at 
Gilbert-Baker WMA 5 mi. NW of Harrison, Sioux Co., ultimately only one was 
completed. It held 3 eggs and a newly-hatched chick on 21 June (WM). 
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Ovenbird: A nest with 5 young was found 9 mi. N of Bassett, Rock Co., on 1 
June 2007 (GW). 

Common Yellowthroat: A nest found at the WCT 5 mi. S of Alda, Hall Co. on 31 
May 2007 contained 5 eggs. A second nest found there on 25 June also held 5 eggs 
(JAZ, BS). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Two nests were found at Bordeaux Creek WMA, 5 mi. E of 
Chadron, Dawes Co., on 22 June 2007. One nest held 4 eggs, while the other held 
3 eggs plus 2 just-hatched young (WM). 

Field Sparrow: Two nests found on 24 and 29 May 2007 at the WCT 5 mi. S of 
Alda, Hall Co., held 5 and 3 eggs respectively (DK). 

Vesper Sparrow: A nest with 5 eggs was found 6 mi. NW of Ames, Dodge Co., on 
15 May 2007. On 22 May five young were present. The nest was empty when 
checked on 31 May (DP, JP). 

A nest found 9 mi. SW of Harrison, Sioux Co., held 4 eggs on 20 June 
2007 (WM). 

A nest just north of Cedar Bluffs, Saunders Co., held 4 young when 
discovered on 11 July 2007. The young had fledged and the nest was empty when 
revisited on 16 July (JM). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Dozens of nests were again found by researchers at the 
WCT 5 mi. S of Alda, Hall Co. Nests with eggs were found from 21 May through 
20 August 2007 (KB, KtB, KC, AG, TH, DK, MP, RR, TR, BS, JAZ). 

Henslow's Sparrow: A nest containing a single egg was found at the WCT 5 mi. S 
of Alda, Hall Co., on 20 May 2007. A second nest with 4 eggs was found there on 
7 June (BS). 

Swamp Sparrow: A nest with 4 eggs was found at the WCT 5 mi. S of Alda, Hall 
Co., on 29 May 2007 (DK). 

McCown's Longspur: A focused nest search on 30 May 2007 turned up 5 nests in 
a single square mile of Kimball Co. rangeland, 13 mi. S, 3 mi. W of Kimball. The 
nests contained 1, 2, 3, 3, and 4 young. Another nest with 4 young was found on 
the same date 2 mi. E of Kimball. On 4 June another Kimball Co. nest with 4 
young was found 2 mi. N, 3 mi. W of Bushnell (LS,CS). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: A nest with 3 eggs was found in shortgrass prairie in 
Sioux Co. 16 mi. N of Scottsbluff, on 4 June 2007 (HH). 

Two nests, with 1 and 4 young, were found on 30 June 2007 in one of the 
few sections of native prairie still remaining in the area during the above-mentioned 
longspur nest search (LS,CS). 

Dickcissel: A nest with 4 young was reported 27 June 2007 at the Audubon's 
Spring Creek Prairie, 2 mi. S of Denton, Lancaster Co., (KP). 

Dozens of nests were again found by researchers at the WCT 5 mi. S of 
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Alda, Hall Co. Nests with eggs were found from 19 May through 30 July 2007 
(TH, MP, TR, BS, JAZ). 

Bobolink: Dozens of nests were found by researchers at the WCT 5 mi. S of Alda, 
Hall Co. Nests with eggs were reported from 21 May through 12 July 2007 (KB, 
AG, TH, DK, RR, TR, JAZ). 

Western Meadowlark: Dozens of nests were found by researchers at the WCT 5 mi. 
S of Alda, Hall Co. Nests with eggs were reported from 11 May through 30 July 
2007 (KB, KtB, KC, AG, TH, DK, MP, RR, TR, BS, JAZ). 

Brewer's Blackbird: Only a single nest with one egg was found at a long- 
established colony 12 mi. E of Harrison, Sioux Co. when visited early in the season 
on 11 May 2007. 

Most young had already fledged at a colony established in cavities in 
badland outcrops 10 mi. SW of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 20 June 2007. One nest 
held at least 3 half-grown young, while 6 more nests were already abandoned by the 
fledged young (WM). 

Great-tailed Grackle: Nest-building was just getting underway at the growing 
colony 4 mi. SW of Waverly, Lancaster Co., on 13 April 2007, with five nests well 
underway on 20 April. On 25 April, six nests with 1, 1, 1, 2, 3, and 4 eggs were 
noted. Three nests were still under construction on 4 May, while thirteen more nests 
with 1, 2, 2, 3, 4, 4, 4, 4, 4, 4, 5, 5, and 5 eggs were found, and another nest held 2 
eggs plus one just-hatched young (WM). 

A nest was under construction at Harvard WPA, 3 mi. west of Harvard, 
Clay Co., on 28 May 2007 (PD). 

A nest with 1 egg was found at Walgren Lake SRA, southeast of Hay 
Springs, Sheridan Co., on 31 May 2007 (WM). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Nests parasitized by cowbirds included Upland 
Sandpiper, Say’s Phoebe, Brown Thrasher, Field Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, 
Henslow's Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, Dickcissel, Bobolink, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, and Western Meadowlark. Nests with 
cowbird eggs were noted from 11 May through 30 July 2007. 

House Finch: In an early nesting attempt during sub-freezing weather on 1 April 
2007, a pair repeatedly added material to a site atop a porch light in Ashland, 
Saunders Co., only to have their work blown away by the wind. Despite persistent 
attempts, the pair gave up after several days and refocused their efforts in some blue 
spruce across the street. 

While one nest held 4 eggs when found, five more nests were still under 
construction at Mahoney SP southeast of Ashland, Cass Co., on 26 April 2007 
(WM). 
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Fall Field Days at Ashland 

The Fall Field Days were held southeast of Ashland at the Carol Joy 
Hoi ling Conference Center September 26-28. Field trips to Platte River and 
Schramm State Parks, Louisville and Memphis SRAs, Jack Sinn WMA, Fontenelle 
Forest, and Spring Creek Prairie were led by Kevin Poague, Clem Klaphake, Larry 
Einemann, Rick Schmid, and Don and Janis Paseka. 

Hawk migration was in full swing, and we observed 10 species, including a 
number of Broad-wings and Swainson's. An American Golden-Plover was a 
standout among the dozen shorebird species, and 10 warbler species were found, 
including Black-throated Green and Canada. Total species count was 126. 

Our speaker on Friday night was NOU member Dr. Daniel Leger, Professor 
of Psychology at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. His presentation was 
entitled, 'How Many Bird Species are there and How Do We Know?' His answer 
was that there are around 10,000 species right now, that number is increasing, and 
we probably will never know how many species there are. He spoke about "cryptic" 
species, ones that were there all along but were never noticed because we lacked 
crucial behavioral, vocal or genetic data. Dr. Leger's work has included uncovering 
some cryptic species and will eventually result in the Bright-rumped Attila and the 
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher each being split into multiple species. 

On Saturday night, Dr. Robert Gibson, Professor of Biology at the 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln, spoke about avian lek behavior. Several hundred 
species of birds exhibit lek behavior, in which clustered males engage in sometimes 
spectacular courtship behavior while the females are allowed a relatively unhindered 
choice of a mate. Dr. Gibson's studies have shown that females favor males in 
groups and prefer certain lek hotspots that are close to nesting sites. Only a few of 
the males actually mate, but the others may have more chance of mating if they 
display at a known lek site. Another advantage is that an individual bird stands a 
greater chance of survival during a predator attack in a group than it does if it is 
alone. 
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Remembering Everett Gross and Lee Morris 

Everett Gross, NOU member since 
1966, passed away on March 5, 2008, at the age 
of 88. Mildred, his wife of 65 years, preceded 
him in death by only a few months [see June 
2007 NBR y p. 62]. Both were regular 
participants at the NOU spring and fall 
gatherings until about two years ago, when 
failing health began to keep them home. 

Everett was bom in Burwell and 
graduated from Ord High School at the age of 
15. He earned a BS in education from Nebraska 
State Teacher's College in 1957, and masters 
degrees from UNL in physics (1960) and 
economics (1978). 

He served in the Army Air Corps 
during WWII, being discharged as a 1st 
Lieutenant in 1944. Everett's varied jobs across 
his life included fanning, television repair, air 



Everett Gross 





traffic control, bricklaying, and teaching. In the career he held for most of his life, 
he taught courses at in physics at Doane College in Crete. 

Everett and Mildred raised three children, Daniel, Donna, and Damon, 
while teaching and continuing their own education. 

Everett's interests and hobbies included music, woodworking, physics, and 
economic theories concerning poverty and taxation. He played several musical 
instruments, especially the flute and piccolo. A tinkerer and inventor, he was the 
architect of numerous challenging brain-teaser puzzles made with metal, wood, and 
rope. He was known to NOU members for his quiet sense of humor and could 
always be counted on for a joke or two. 


Lee Morris of Benedict was another 
loyal, longtime member of the NOU. Lee 
was 86 when he passed away on July 14, 
2008. He is survived by his wife, Shirley, 
sons James, Steve (also an NOU member), 
and Tom, and daughter Linda. Lee was an 
NOU officer in the 1960s, and he and 
Shirley hosted the fall NOU meeting at 
Harlan Co. Reservoir in 1964. 

Lee was a World War II Air Force 
veteran, but for most of his life he was a 
fanner. It was this occupation which 
allowed and encouraged him to observe birds 
on his farm in York County, as the 
following note dated May 2, 1961, shows: 

"It has been so dry that most of our 
Lee Morris ponds are dried up so the shore birding hasn't 

been nearly as good as usual. Jim and I took 
a drive last Sunday to the Shickley ponds and saw quite a lot of things (including) 
an American (Great) Egret. We hadn't seen one before. It flew up and sat on a 
muskrat house while we watched. I also saw my first Yellow-crowned Night Heron 
last week. It was an adult in full plumage. I usually carry my binoculars while 
running the tractor in the spring and they really come in handy at times. Yesterday I 
saw eight birds light close by and they turned out to be (American) Golden-Plovers." 
(NBR Vol. 29 No 3 July 1961) 

In the 1970s, Lee reported that he was seeing large numbers of Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers as he went about his spring field work. It had been known 
previously that "Buffies", cryptically-colored and preferring uplands rather than 
wetlands, stop over in the Eastern Rainwater Basin of Nebraska during migration, 
but until this time, researchers had no idea how pivotal the area was for this species. 
Thanks to Lee's careful observations and reporting, studies were initiated, and it was 
eventually determined that nearly the entire population of Buffies visit Nebraska each 
spring. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Paul A, Johnsgard 


Birding in the Northern Plains: The Ornithological Writings of Herbert Krause . 
Ronald R. Nelson, editor. 2008. The Center for Western Studies, Augustana College 
Sioux Falls, SD. 252 pp. USBN No. 978-0-9312170-87-4. Price: $27.50. 


Birding 

in the Northern Plains 


Th** <>rnit h«loKlr*l Writing* of Herbert KrauM* 


Herbert Krause was a native of Minnesota who spent most of his life in 
South Dakota, teaching at Augustana College from 1938 until his death in 1976. 
During that time he wrote extensively on South Dakota birds, much of which 
appeared in South Dakota Bird Notes , the journal of the South Dakota 
Ornithologists' Union. This book, assembled and edited by his long-time friend 
Ronald Nelson, brings 
together a collection of many 
of Krause's published 
writings. These writings 
include the account of the 
McCown's Longspur that 
appeared in A. C. Bent's Life 
Histories of North American 
Birds , a description of nesting 
by a pair of Canada Warblers 
that was published in The 
Living Bird , forty-four articles 
reprinted from Bird Notes , 
various book reviews, and 
regional summaries of 
seasonal sightings appearing 
in Audubon Field Notes from 
1957 to 1960. Krause also 
published three novels, as 
well as various short stories, 
plays, poetry and essays, and 
helped establish the Center for 
Western Studies at Augustana 
College. He twice served as 
president of the South Dakota 
Ornithologists' Union during 
the 1950's and 1960's. 

A copy of the book 
has been deposited in the 
N.O.U. library. 



Kdliod l»> Koimht R. K«teon 
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Alberts, Byron 52 
Aleman-Zometa, Jason 155 
Alexander, 

George 20 
Irene 20 
R.D. 79 
Allen, Sue 20 
Anderson, S. H. 80 
Anhinga 113 
Atwood, J. L. 80 
Aubushon, Kathy 19 
Audubon, John J. 84-85 
Avocet, American 58, 87, 101, 142, 159 

Backer, Gordon 19 
Badura, Laurel 4, 53, 95, 155 
Baker, Cindi 52 
Bates, 

K. K. 83 
Rebecca 136 
Baumert, Glenn 79 

Bedows, Elliott 19,20,21, 52,117,136 
Becker, 

Karine 155 
Katherine 155 
Bennett, E. 164 
Bennu, Devorah 52 
Bent, A. C. 36 
Bittern, 

American 56, 98, 139, 156 
Least 38, 56, 98, 139 
Blackbird, 

Brewer's 13, 30-31, 70, 110, 116, 154, 164 
Red-winged 12, 30-31, 70,90, 110, 153, 156, 
164,169 

Rusty 12,30-31,70, 153-154 
Yellow-headed 70,90, 110, 153, 156 
Blanchard, Tom 19 
Blankenau, Laurine 19, 21 
Bluebird, 

Eastern 8,28-29, 65, 89,108, 149, 156, 168 
Mountain 8,28-29,65, 89, 108, 149,156 
Bly, Bartholomew L. 85, 120-128, 155 
Bobolink 70,110, 153,164 
Bobwhite, Northern 5, 16, 22-23, 55,98, 138 
Bohlen, H. D. 44 
Boice, 

Ann 136 
Ray 136 

Bonaparte, Charles 84 
Bond,L. 83 
Borgelt, Joyce 21 
Boyd, R. L. 36,130 
Bray, Tanya E. 36, 54 
Breckbill, Anita 20 
Bringewatt, Lisa 4, 53 
Bright, Duane 52 


Brogie, 

Ed M. 21 
Ellen 117 

Mark 4,21,32-37, 44, 53, 95, 111, 117, 118, 
136, 155 

Brown, 

Charles R, 79,117 
Linda R. 20,95 
Mary Bomberger 20, 72-80 
S. 128 
Bruner, 

A. W. 44 
L. 128 

Brunton, D. H. 79 
Buckley, 

F.G. 44 
P. A. 44 

Bufflehead 5, 22-23, 55, 86,97, 138 
Bunting, 

Indigo 70,110, 153, 169 
Lark 69, 84,90,109, 152 
Lazuli 10,70,90,110,153 
Painted 70 

Snow 12,19,30-31,70,153 
Burger,!. 79,80 
Burman, Lawrence 155 
Busby, J. H. 37 

Canterbury, 

Bev 52 
George 52 
Jackie 20 

Cantrell, Jennifer 3, 117 
Canvasback 5, 22-23, 55, 97, 138 
Cardiff, Steve 36, 37 

Cardinal, Northern 12,30-31, 70, 110, 153, 156, 
160, 164, 169 
Cariveau, Alison 127 
Carnes, Ken 3, 136 
Camine, Cris 127 
Cassin, John 84 

Catbird, Gray 65, 89, 108, 149, 156, 168 
Catharus sp. 50 

Chat, Yellow-breasted 68, 89, 109, 152, 163 
Chickadee, 

Black-capped 8, 17,26-27, 64, 89, 107, 148, 
167 

Mountain 2, 8,17,26-27, 50, 64, 115, 148 
Christiansen, Donna 21 
Chuck-will’s-widow 61, 104-105 
Clark, Jamalee 52 
Clayton, Wil 54 

Coot, American 6, 17,24-25, 58, 87,101, 141, 
156, 166 

Coreman, T. E. 37 
Corman, K. 155 
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Cormorant, 

Double-crested 6, 56, 86, 98, 139, 156, 166 
Neotropic 56, 98, 139 
Counties 

Adams 6, 8, 12, 54, 59, 61, 64,65,68, 70, 71, 

140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 148, 153 
Antelope 59, 106, 109, 152, 156 

Banner 54, 55, 57, 64, 66, 69, 70, 86-90, 121, 
123, 126, 141, 147, 149 
Blaine 106, 159 
Boone 8 

Box Butte 70, 104, 123 
Boyd 97, 103, 105,106,107,108,109,129 
Brown 99, 105, 108, 109, 113, 156, 162 
Buffalo 58, 61, 63, 82,109, 140, 143, 153, 
158 

Burt 58, 59, 109 

Cass 4, 12, 58, 62,66, 68, 69, 149, 152, 164, 
166-169 

Cedar 6, 55, 57, 60, 107, 114,138, 141 
Chase 98, 123 

Cherry 15,94,99,102, 105,107,108,117, 
144, 146, 147,149, 162 
Cheyenne 70, 102, 107, 111, 120-121, 123, 
126 

Clay 5, 8,14, 15, 56, 59, 82,98, 104, 106, 
114, 116, 142,146,156, 157,160,164 
Cuming 12,64,110 

Custer 8,61,65,67,97,98,106, 110,141, 
143, 152 
Dakota 54, 138 

Dawes 35,61, 82, 106, 107, 109, 120, 123, 

141, 163 

Dawson 8, 13, 64, 143,148 
Deuel 123,126, 140, 144, 160, 162 
Dixon 38, 59, 70, 103, 104,105, 109,138, 
141, 147, 149, 152, 153, 154 
Dodge 6, 7, 8, 13, 71, 73, 75, 76, 100, 102, 
103,107, 117, 146,153, 157,163 
Douglas 5, 6, 59,61, 63,64,66,67, 68,70, 
71, 106,146,157, 160 
Dundy 105, 123 

Fillmore 56, 58, 59, 62,102,140 

Franklin 64,161 

Frontier 149 

Furnas 109 

Gage 8, 63, 69 

Garden 15, 50, 55, 71, 84, 123, 156, 157, 

158,159, 160 
Garfield 98, 109,158 
Gosper 8, 103, 105 
Grant 99, 157, 158, 160 
Greeley 8,98 

Hall 10,69,110, 157,158, 159, 162,163, 

164 

Hamilton 97,153 

Harlan 6,63,97, 109, 141, 153 


Counties, continued 
Hayes 110, 123, 138 
Hitchcock 8, 111, 161 
Holt 60, 69, 71,97,98,103, 106, 107, 108, 
109 

Howard 60, 140 

Jefferson 64, 104 

Johnson 69, 141, 146,162 

Kearney 58, 66, 69, 146 

Keith 10,38,61, 66, 84,96,97,105, 109, 

110, 114, 123, 143, 149 
Keya Paha 105,108, 109, 146, 156, 162 
Kimball 32,34,35, 57, 58,61,66,69, 70, 85, 
86-90, 101,109, 111, 115, 121-124, 126, 
149,152,154, 161,162,163 
Knox 62, 101, 106, 107, 108, 114, 140, 141, 
143 

Lancaster 8, 11, 12, 54, 59, 60, 63, 64, 67, 

70, 71, 96,98,99, 104,106, 108, 115, 

137,138, 141, 143,145, 148, 150, 152, 
154, 158, 159, 162, 163, 164, 166-169 

Lincoln 4, 10, 55, 56, 58, 59, 61, 62,63, 64, 
68, 69,97,99, 100, 103, 104, 105,107, 
109,110, 123, 139, 143, 148, 149, 152, 
153,161,162 
Logan 64, 105, 106, 110 
Loup 98, 109, 158 

Madison 4, 5,63,96, 114, 116,137,148 
McPherson 55, 57, 69 
Merrick 102, 110, 147, 158 
Morrill 10, 12, 58, 59, 84, 86-90, 101,107, 
109,110,123, 158 
Nance 9 

Otoe 7, 9, 35, 54,98,108,109, 146 

Pawnee 14, 62, 63,98, 110,152 

Perkins 104, 106,115, 123,143,147 

Phelps 11,63,65,103, 106, 154, 159, 160 

Pierce 106, 107 

Platte 39,40,41,82,109,114 

Polk 109,149,150,152 

Red Willow 110 

Rock 55,70,101, 109, 163 

Saline 63 

Sarpy 6, 12, 54, 55,63,65, 67, 71,97,98,99, 
101, 102, 103, 104, 106,114, 115,116, 
137, 138,140,141, 142,144, 147,152, 
166-169 

Saunders 6,38,99,103,104,141, 146, 151, 
160, 162,163, 164, 166-169 
Scotts Bluff 4, 12, 13, 14, 35, 54, 55, 56, 57, 
58, 59,60, 61,62, 63, 64, 65,66, 67, 70, 

71, 85,86-90,99,102, 105, 108,109, 

110,115,116, 117, 123,126, 134, 138, 
141,151,153,154 

Seward 38, 54, 58, 82,98, 100,101, 104, 

105,107,108, 114,138,139,140,142, 
149,150 
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Counties, continued 

Sheridan 13, 58, 61, 108, 123, 149, 156, 158, 
160, 161, 164 
Sherman 11,157 

Sioux 9, 13,35,62, 63,65,66,68,69, 85, 86- 
90,106,108, 110, 115,120,123,138, 

141,145,148, 153, 158,161,162,163, 
164 

Stanton 107,110, 139 
Thayer 141 

Thomas 105, 106, 108, 110 
Thurston 70,98,100, 138 
Valley 145 

Washington 56, 69, 137 
Wayne 70, 138 
Webster 60, 61, 64, 109, 148 
York 54, 55, 58, 59,68, 94, 97,98, 101, 103, 
116, 139, 146, 149, 170 
Cowbird, Brown-headed 2, 13, 19, 30-31, 71, 
90,111, 154,159, 161,164, 169 
Crane, 

Common 58 

Sandhill 6,10, 58, 84, 101,141, 158-159 
Whooping 58, 141-142 
Crawford-Rose, Kathleen 21, 53, 136 
Creeper, Brown 8,26-27, 64, 149 
Crews, Craig 52 
Crossbill, 

Red 13,19,30-31, 71,90, 111, 154 
White-winged 71, 112 

Crow, American 8,17,26-27, 63, 88, 106, 148, 
156,167 
Cuckoo, 

Black-billed 61,104,145 
Yellow-billed 61,104,145,167 
Cunningham, Zach 96 

Curlew, Long-billed 41, 84, 87, 102, 143, 159 
Curtis, 

a. 44 

Anton 19 
Tony 19 

Cvetas, Matthew 95,136 
Czaplewski, Mark M. 129-130 

Davis, 

Deanna 52 
Fred 19 
Keith 53 

Deeds, Linda 95, 136 
DeGarmo, 

Alex 19 
Kevin 19 
DeLara, 

Bob 21 

Kathy 3,10, 14,21, 53, 85,95,117, 136, 155 
Dendroica palmarum hypochrysea 151 
DiBemard, Barbara J. 20 


Dickcissel 70, 84, 110, 153, 163-164, 169 

Dinan, John J. 79, 80, 127 

Dinsmore, 

J.J. 37 

Stephen J. 4,10, 14, 19,20,38,44, 53, 79, 

95, 128, 137 
Dittmann, Donna 36,37 
Dorn, 

J. L. 37 
R. D. 37 
Dove, 

Eurasian Collared- 7, 17,24-25, 60, 88, 104, 
145,160,167 
Inca 145 

Mourning 7, 17, 24-25,61, 88, 104,145,156, 
167 

White-winged 7, 38, 51, 60-61, 104, 134, 

145 

Dowitcher, 

Long-billed 60,87, 103, 144, 167 
Short-billed 11,14,59, 87,103,143,144 
Drahota, Jeff 52, 136 
Drawbaugh, 

Dean 4, 53 
Phyllis 4,21,53 
Dreitz, V. J. 128 

Ducey, James E. 37, 52, 79, 95, 136 
Duck, 

American Black 4, 20-21 
Long-tailed 138 

Ring-necked 5, 16,22-23, 55, 86,97, 138 
Ruddy 5,22-23, 55,86,97, 138, 156 
Wood 4,16,20-21, 54, 86,96, 137, 155, 166 
Duey, Ann 21, 117 
Dunavan, Jennifer 3 

Dunbar, Paul 4, 10,11, 14, 15,20, 53,95,102, 
117, 136,142, 143, 145, 155 
Dunkel, Warren 21 
Dunlin 59, 103, 144 
Dunn, Pat 21 

Eades, Rick 19,20, 53, 95,117, 136 
Eagle, 

Bald 6,16,22-23, 57, 81-83, 99,140, 158, 
166 

Golden 6,24-25, 57, 81-82, 87, 100,141, 

158 

Egret, 

Cattle 56,99,140, 156,157 
Great 56,98-99, 140, 166, 170 
Reddish 99 

Snowy 56,99,140,157 
Einemann, Larry 4, 19,20, 53,95, 136, 155, 

165 

Ellis, Mike 19,53,95 
Ely, C. 37 
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Empidonax sp. 62 
Erxleben, Billie 20 
Esau, Belle 19 
Etherton, 

Carole 19 
Jim 19 

Eucker, Joyce 21 

Falco columbarius 
columbarius 141 
richardsonii 141 
suckleyi 141 
Falcon, 

Peregrine 6, 57-58, 87, 100, 141, 156 
Prairie 6, 24-25, 57, 87, 100, 141, 158 
Falk, 

Carol 4, 53,95, 136 
Laurence 4, 53, 95, 136 
Falzgraf, Nelli 21,53 
Fennel, Tim 95 
Fields, Jeff 21 
Finch, 

Cassin's 13,19,30-31,71,111 
House 13,30-31, 71, 90, 111, 154, 160, 164, 
169 

Purple 2, 13,19, 30-31, 50, 71, 134, 154 
Finley, Steve 53 
Fish, Nancy 4 
Fisher, 

Dale 7 
Lucy 7 

Flack, William 4,19,21,40, 54,95, 137 
Flaven, John 19,52,95,136 
Flicker, Northern 7, 26-27, 62, 88, 105, 147, 
156, 167 

“Red-shafted” 62, 147 
Flycatcher, 

Acadian 62, 105, 147 
Alder 62 

Ash-throated 32-37, 113, 115, 161 

Cordilleran 62, 88, 94,106, 147, 161 

Dusky 62, 88, 147 

Great Crested 63, 88, 106, 147 

Hammond's 147 

Least 62, 88, 105, 147 

Nutting's 33 

Olive-sided 62, 105, 147 
Pacific Slope 147 

Scissor-tailed 11, 51, 63, 106, 115, 134 
Yellow-bellied 62, 147 
Willow 62,105,147 
Fondow, Lara 53 
Foreman, Judy 96 
Forsberg, Michael 155 
French, Marlin 155 


Frigatebird, 

Magnificent 41 
sp. 113,114 

Frimann, Lonnie 53, 65-66 
Fuchs, Bob 21 

Gadwall 4,20-21, 54, 86, 96, 137, 155 

Gannon, Tom 117 

Gerten, 

Bob 19,52 
Kathi 19 

Gertsema, Mary 53, 117 
Gibson, Robert 165 
Gill, Robert 128, 136 
Gillet, AJlisyn 155 
Gilliam, J. 44 

Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 65, 89, 107, 149, 162 

Gobris, Nancy 134,136,151 

Godwit, 

Hudsonian 59, 87 
Marbled 15,41,59,102,143 
Goldeneye, 

Barrow's 5, 22-23 
Common 5, 22-23, 55,97, 138 
Goldfinch, 

American 13,30-31, 71,90, 111, 154, 169 
Lesser 13,71, 111, 116, 134, 154 
Goose, 

Bean 112 

Cackling 4,20-21, 54, 86,96, 137, 166 
Canada 4, 16, 20-21, 54, 86,96, 137, 155, 
156,166 

Greater White-fronted 4, 16, 54, 96, 137 
Ross's 4, 16, 54,86,96,137 
Snow 4, 16,20-21, 54, 55, 86, 96, 137 
Gomey, D. 44 

Goshawk, Northern 6, 57, 140 
Grackle, 

Common 13, 30-31, 70,90,110, 154, 156, 
160, 169 

Great-tailed 2, 13, 19,30-31,70-71,90, 111, 
154,164,169 
Grande, Carlos 136 
Graul, W. D. 128 
Grdina, Linda 4, 53 
Grebe, 

Clark’s 56,86,98, 139 
Eared 5, 56, 86, 94, 98, 138, 156 
Homed 5, 56,98, 138 

Pied-billed 5,16,22-23, 56, 86,98,138, 156, 
166 

Red-necked 138 

Western 5, 16, 22-23, 56, 86, 98, 139 
Green, Ruth 53, 117 
Greer, Jan 52 
Gregory, Cory 50, 52,95 
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Grenon, 

Alan 52, 119 
Betty 3,21,52, 117 
Grier, Bob 52 
Griffith, Benjamin 52 
Grosbeak, 

Black-headed 70,90, 110, 153 
Blue 70,90, 110, 153, 156 
Rose-breasted 70, 90, 110, 153 
Gross, 

Everett 169-170 
John 36 

Mildred 169-170 

Grouse, Sharp-tailed 5, 22-23, 55, 97, 138, 156 
Grundman, Jonas 53 

Gubanyi, Joe 3, 19,20,32-37,38,44, 53,95, 
117, 136,155 
Gull, 

Bonaparte's 6, 60, 144 
California 6, 24-25,60, 103, 134, 144 
Franklin's 60, 87, 103, 144,167 
Glaucous 7, 60 
Great Black-backed 7 
Herring 6, 24-25, 60, 103, 144 
Laughing 114 

Lesser Black-backed 7, 24-25, 60, 103, 144 
Little 60 

Mew 60, 144, 145 

Ring-billed 6,17,24-25,41,60,87,103, 144, 
145, 167 
Sabine's 144 
Slaty-backed 116-117 
Thayer’s 6, 24-25, 60, 144 

Haig, S. M. 80 
Haige, Luther 4, 53 
Hajda, 

Joey 20 

Tim 4,20, 54,95,137 
Hall, 

Carolyn 52,95 
John 53,136 
Hallman, Tyler 155 
Hamilton, 

Luke 20 
Roger 20 

Harbison, Gerard 3 
Harden, W. D. 128 
Harding, 

Charlene 52 

Robin 4,19,21, 53,95,117, 136,155 
Hardy, J. W. 80 

Harrier, Northern 6, 24-25, 57, 86, 99, 140, 

158,166 

Harrington, B. 128 
Hartman, Jim 19 


Hatfield, Blake 19 
Hawk, 

Broad-winged 57, 100, 141, 165, 166 
Cooper's 6,16,24-25, 57, 86,99, 140, 158, 
166 

Ferruginous 6, 24-25, 57, 85, 87, 100, 141 
Red-shouldered 6, 16, 24-25, 57, 99-100, 
140 

Red-tailed 6,16,24-25, 57, 86, 100, 114, 
141,156, 166 
Harlan’s 6, 57, 141 
Harlan's x Western 141 
Rough-legged 6,24-25, 57, 141 
Sharp-shinned 6,24-25, 57,65, 99, 140, 166 
Swainson's 57,85, 86, 100,114,141,158, 
165,166 
Zone-tailed 114 
Hays, H. 80 
Heaney, Carr 52, 136 
Heckman, Alice 20, 79 
Heidt, Dave 3, 19,21, 52, 95, 136, 155 
Heron, 

Great Blue 6, 22-23, 56, 86,98, 140, 156, 
166 

Green 56, 99, 140, 157, 166 
Little Blue 56,99,140 
Herrell, Charlotte 21 
Hickey, C. 128 
Hicks, Maria 21 
Hill, L. A. 80 
Hilligas, Lewis 19 
Hoff, Michelle 21 
Hoge, 

Glen 3, 52, 95, 136, 139 
Wanda 3, 52, 95, 136, 139 
Hopkins, Barbara 20 
Hosman, Nicole 20 
Hubert, W. A. 80 

Hughson, Helen K. 21, 52, 85, 136, 155 
Hummingbird, 

Broad-tailed 14, 105, 115, 146 
Calliope 105,146 
Ruby-throated 61, 105, 146, 167 
Rufous 105, 134, 146 
Humpert,M. 128 

Huntley, C. W. (Bill) 20,52,61,95 
Huser, Bill 3,21,52,95, 117 

Ibis, 

Glossy 51,56,99,114,134,140 
species 166 

White-faced 56-57, 86,99, 134, 140, 156, 
157 

Jackson, J. A. 80 
Jacobs, R. B. 37 
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Jaeger, 

Long-tailed 103 
Parasitic 144 
Pomarine 38 
James, D. A. 44 
Jay, 

Blue 8,26-27,63, 88, 106,148, 160, 162, 
167 

Pinyon 8, 26-27, 63, 106, 148 
Jenniges, Jim 129-130 
Johnsgard, Paul 15,20, 79, 84-85, 171 
Johnson, 

Gail 52 

Jan 3,21,38,53,95, 136 
Michelle 20 
Richard 21 
Jorgensen, 

Gerry 136 

Joel G. 3,19,20,36, 37, 38,44,45, 53, 72- 
80,81-83,95, 117, 119, 127, 128, 136 
Junco, Dark-eyed 19, 30-31, 70, 110, 153, 160 
Oregon 12, 153 
Pink-sided 12,153 
Slate-colored 12, 70, 153 
White-winged 12,110,153 

Katus, 

Dennis 155 
Rhalene 155 
Kaul, 

Martha 20 
R. B. 37 
Robert 20 
Keck, Curtis 69 

Kenitz, Alice 3,21, 52, 85,95, 117, 135, 155 
Kent, T. H. 37 
Kerns, Courtney 127 

Kestrel, American 6, 24-25, 57, 87, 100, 141, 
166 

Killdeer 6, 17, 24-25, 58, 74, 87, 101, 142, 156, 
166 

Kim, Dan 3, 52, 155 
K incanon. 

Gene 21 
Mary Ellen 21 
Kingbird, 

Cassin’s 33, 63, 88,106,134, 147, 161 
Eastern 63, 88, 106, 147, 156, 167 
Western 63, 88, 106, 147, 156 
Kingery, H. E. 37 

Kingfisher, Belted 7, 26-27, 61, 88, 105, 112, 
146, 167 
Kinglet, 

Golden-crowned 8, 28-29, 65, 149 
Ruby-crowned 8,28-29, 65, 149, 168 
Kingston, Vince 19 
Kirsch, E. M. 80 


Kite, 

Mississippi 57,99, 140 
White-tailed 99 
Kittiwake, Black-legged 144 
Kizer, Lanny 155 
Klaphake, 

Bette 20 

Clem 3, 19,20, 21, 52, 95, 117, 136, 155, 165 
Knode, Steven 95 
Knopf, Fritz 122,128 
Knutie, Sarah 117 
Kohls, Joan 155 
Koizumi, Fujiyo 20 
Kosten, R. 45 
Krause, Herbert 171 
Kruse, 

Anne 155 
Ron 155 

Kuper, Catherine 21 

Labedz, Thomas 4, 19,20,36, 39-45, 54, 117, 
119, 137 

Lacey, Keith 117 

Lackey, Jeanine L. 20, 53 

LaGrange, Ted 95 

Lamphere, Steve 19, 21 

Lark, Homed 8, 17, 26-27, 63, 88, 106, 148, 

156, 167 

Larsen, Drew 85 
Larsson, H. 45 
Lautenschlager, Jenifer 20 
Lawson, Roger 20, 53, 136 
LeCroy, M. 80 

Leger, Daniel 20, 52, 117, 136, 165 
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Owl, continued 
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Sandpiper, continued 

Pectoral 59, 87, 103,144, 166 
Semipalmated 59, 87, 102, 143, 166 
Solitary 59,87,101,143 
Spotted 58,87, 101, 142, 166 
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Greater 5, 16, 22-23, 55, 138 
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Schmidt, Gerald 95 
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156,166 
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159, 167 
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Chipping 2, 9,28-29,69, 70, 89,109,152, 

156,168 
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Fox 2, 12,19,28-29, 69,152 
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Grasshopper 69, 90, 109, 152, 163, 164, 168 
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Le Conte’s 14,69,152, 168 
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Savannah 9, 69, 90, 109, 152, 168 
Song 12,28-29, 69,90,110,153,168 
Swamp 12,28-29, 69,110, 153, 163, 164, 168 
Vesper 69, 90, 109, 152, 163, 168 
White-crowned 12, 19, 28-29, 69, 90, 153, 
168 
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White-throated 12,28-29, 69, 153, 168 
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Stanley, Matt 21 
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Swallow, 

Bank 64, 88, 107, 148, 162, 167 
Barn 50, 64, 89, 107, 148, 156, 167 
Cliff 64,89, 107, 148, 156, 167 
Northern Rough-winged 64, 88, 107, 148, 
162,167 

Tree 8,63-64, 88, 107, 148, 156, 167 
Violet-green 64, 88, 107, 148 
Swan, 

Mute 134, 137 

Trumpeter 4, 20-21, 54, 96, 137 
Tundra 54, 137 
Swanson, 

D. 37 

Phil 53,136 
Swenk, M. H. 128 
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Chimney 61, 88, 105, 146, 161, 167 
White-throated 61, 88, 105, 146 

Tacha, Martha 79, 155 
Tall man, D. 37 
Tanager, 

Scarlet 68, 109, 152, 168 
Summer 68, 109, 152 
Western 50, 68, 89, 109, 152 
Teal, 

Blue-winged 4,20-21, 54, 86, 97, 137, 155- 
156,166 

Cinnamon 54-55, 86,97, 137 
Green-winged 5, 20-21, 55, 86, 97, 138, 156 
Tekiela, Stan 54 
Tem, 

Arrtip 1 A A 

Black 60, 87, 104, 144, 160 
Caspian 40, 60, 87,103, 144 
Common 60, 104,144 
Forster’s 41,60, 87,104,114,144, 167 
Least 60, 72-80,103,129-130,144 
Royal 39-45,114-115 

Tem and Plover Conservation Partnership 72- 
74 

Thomas, Edna Claire 52, 136 
Thompson, 

B.C. 80 
M.C. 37 
Max 53 
Thrasher, 

Brown 9, 65, 89,108, 150,156, 164,168 
Curve-billed 65-66, 115 
Sage 65, 108, 149 
Thody, Chris 79,95 
Throop, Vem 19 
Thrush, 

Gray-cheeked 65 
Hermit 9,28-29,50,65, 149 
Swainson's 65, 89, 108,149 


Thrush, continued 

Varied 9,65, 115, 134, 149 
Wood 65, 108, 149 

Titmouse, Tufted 8,26-27, 64, 107, 148, 167 
Toll, Jerry 3,19,20,21, 53, 117 
Towhee, 

Eastern 69, 109, 152, 168 
Green-tailed 68, 109, 152 
Spotted 9,28-29,68, 89, 109, 152, 168 
Townsend, John Kirk 84-85 
Trindle, Bruce 117 
Troglodytes aedon 
aedon 64 
parkmanii 64 
Tucker, Shane 19,20 

Turkey, Wild 5,22-23, 55, 86,97, 138, 156, 166 

Turnstone, Ruddy 59, 143 

Tweedy, Ken 

Tyrannus sp. 63 

Tyre, Andrew 128 

Tyser, Robin 95 

University of Nebraska State Museum 35, 36, 
40, 112, 114-115 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 128 
U. S. Geological Survey 81 
Usasz, Moni 53 

Van Riper, Steve 19 
Veery 65, 149 

VerCauteren, Tammy 120-128 
Vireo, 

Bell's 63,106,147, 162 
Blue-headed 63, 106, 134, 148, 167 
Cassin's 134,147, 148 
Philadelphia 63, 106,148,167 
Plumbeous 63,88, 106,134,147 
Red-eyed 63, 88, 106, 148, 156 
Warbling 63, 88,106,148,167 
Yellow-throated 63, 106, 147, 162 
Virgl, Bob 79 
Vulture, 
family 113 

Turkey 57,86,99, 116, 140, 157, 166 
Walgren, 

Bruce 3, 15, 19,20,95, 117 
Donna 3,19,20, 95 
Walker, T. J. 4, 54,95, 117, 137 
Warbler, 

Bay-breasted 67, 151 
Black-and-white 67, 89, 108, 151 
Blackburnian 50,67, 134, 150, 151 
Blackpoll 67, 89, 151 
Black-throated Gray 51, 67 
Black-throated Green 50, 67, 150, 165, 168 
Blue-winged 66,115,117 
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Warbler, continued 
"Brewster's" 150 
Canada 68, 152, 165, 168, 171 
Cape May 66 
Cerulean 67, 108 
Chestnut-sided 50, 66, 150 
Connecticut 68 
Golden-winged 66, 150 
Grace's 50, 67 
Hooded 68 
Kentucky 68, 108, 151 
MacGillivray’s 68, 117, 151 
Magnolia 50, 66, 150 
Mourning 50,68, 117, 151 
Nashville 66, 134, 150, 168 
Orange-crowned 66, 89, 108, 134, 150, 168 
Palm 67,151 
Pine 2, 9,150 
Prothonotary 67, 108 
Tennessee 66, 89, 150 
Townsend’s 84, 150 
Virginia’s 66, 89 

Wilson's 68,89, 109,134,151,168 
Worm-eating 67 
Yellow 11, 66, 89,108, 150, 156 
Yellow-rumped 2, 9, 17,28-29,66, 67, 89, 
108,150, 168 
Audubon’s 66,150 
Myrtle 67, 150 

Yellow-throated 2,9, 67, 108, 115, 150 
W arrick, Gordon 155 
Waterthrush, 

Louisiana 68, 108, 151 
Northern 68, 89, 151, 168 
Waxwing, 

Bohemian 9,17,28-29,66 
Cedar 9,28-29,66, 89, 108,150, 162, 168 
Welch, Cory 52 
Whimbrel 59, 87 
Whip-poor-will 61, 105, 146 
Whistling-Duck, Black-bellied 96 
White, G.C. 128 
Whitson, Jan 136 
Wigeon, 

American 4, 20-21, 54, 86, 96, 137 
Eurasian 54, 116 


Wildcat Audubon 85 
Willet 59, 87,101,143, 159 
Williamson, Jesse 127 
Wilson, 

E. C. 80 
Gabe 20 
Wingfield, G. A. 

Wise-Gervais, C. 37 
Wolcott, R.H. 128 
Wolff, Duane 3, 19, 21 
Wood, Gertrude 3, 19, 20 
Woodcock, American 60, 144 
Woodpecker, 

Downy 7, 26-27, 62, 88, 105, 147, 156, 167 
Hairy 7, 26-27, 62, 88, 105, 147, 167 

T pwic^c 1 

Pileated 7, 17,26-27,62, 105, 147 
Red-bellied 7,26-27, 105, 146, 167 
Red-headed 7, 17, 26-27, 62, 88, 105, 146, 
156,167 
Wood-Pewee, 

Eastern 62, 105,147, 167 
Western 62, 88, 94,105, 147, 161 
Wooten, Travis 127 
Wren, 

Bewick’s 64 

Carolina 8, 17,26-27, 64, 107,149, 167 
House 64, 89, 107, 149, 156, 167 
Marsh 8, 28-29, 65, 89,107, 149, 162, 168 
Rock 64, 89,107, 149 
Sedge 65, 107, 149,168 
Winter 8, 28-29, 65, 149 
Wunder, M. B. 128 

Yellowlegs, 

Greater 59, 101, 143, 166 
Lesser 59,87, 101, 143, 166 
Yellowthroat, Common 68, 89,108,151,163, 
168 

York, Heather 11,19,52 

Zahurones, Penny 136 
Ziewitz, J. W. 80 
Zimmerman, J. L. 37 
Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii 153 
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